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THE APOLOGIE 


| DEFENCE, OF. © © 
THE MOST NOBLE 
Prince William, by the grace of God, 


Princeof O k 4 w 6 x, Countie 'of Naſlan, of Catzenellenbo- 
ghen, ictz, Vianden,&c.Burgmaiſter of Antwerp,and Vicoat 
of Bezanſon, Baron of Breda, Dieſt, Grimberg, of Ar- -. 
lay, Nozeroy, &c. Lord of Chaſtel-bellin, &c, 
Lientenaunt generall in the lowe Conntrics, 
and Gouernovur of Brabant, Holland, 
. Zeelande, Virecht and Friſe, 
& Admiral. & Co »5& 


LOOP 
_ 


Againſt the Proclamation and EdiR,publiſhed by the King: _ <i> ax 
of Spainc, by which he proſcribeth the-faideLorde * --o 8 
Prince, whereby ſhall appeare the (claunders;- --- - .. & 

 * and falſe accuſations, conteinedin the £5." FS 

cd to the end of this Apo- - Ro 

logic. 2 "RR — : | oe: ; 


PRESENTED TO MY LORDS THE”. 
Eſtates generall of the lowe Countric, oO 


Together with the ſaid Proclamation or Proſcription, 
Frintedin Frenchandin all other languages, © 


e> 


ATzr Dz=LFT 
1582. 


ſaid Profcription,which is annex. ©" (7: 1 


vx 7 by MY LI EWLI ; 


" A copte of the Letters which my 
Lord the Prince of Orange, ſent ynto the Kigns and 
| ' Potentates of Chriſtendome. | 


Ga SE 
- tr, I doubt not, but that your Ma=- 


zettie bath bin aduertiſed of a certatne Proſcription, which 
| the King of Spaine, hath appointed to yy ene ag aintt 
me,becauſe he hath cauſed the ſame ro be ſpread abroade in all lam- 
guages and hath ſent it alſs into diners quarters of chriftendome, 
{ and all my verie good freendes hane thought, that Tcould not ſuffi= 
crently defende myne honor ( which I am adaiſed and purpoſed not to 
hazard or indaunger for ante thing) bat by ſetting aint defence,a- 
£4inft this wniuſt Proſcription, In regard whereof, 1 hane preſented 
unto my Lords,the eitates of theſe countries, my aunſwere + which 
annſwere alſo (for the maintenaunce of myne honor and repiitation, 
amongeſt the Princes & Potentates of Europe, who im reſpett of their 
preheminences and dignitics, are the ſuccours of paore Princes and 
diſtreſſed noble men) I haue bm bolde to ſende unto them, and to you _e 
(Syr) particularlie, moſt humblie beſeeching your Maieſtie that af- | 
ter you hane ſeene it, you would yeelde like madgement thereof, as it | 
hath pleaſed my Lords the Eſtates, who haue bin moſt fanthfull wit- ; 
neſſesof all myne altions, todo, and to efteeme andindge thereof ala 
ſo (as it ſhall pleaſe your Mueftie to take knowleapge of it) by their 
aduiſe and counſell,»hich alſs 1s annexed to my ſaid defence. And 
becauſe ( vr ) your Maieſtic may thinke it ſtraunge,that the King of 
Spainehanuing heretofore violently taken from me all my goods, af- 
fer that I had put my gouernementes mto the hands of the Dutches 
of Parma,then the Gouerneſſe of this eſtate, and had withirawen my 
ſelfe mto the countrey of Germaniethe place of my natinitie,phere 
I kept my ſelfe peaceablie among my brethren hinsfolkes & freends, 
a4 alſo I had fully purpoſed ſo to continue : and that, hauing at the 
ſame time, conueyed or caried awaie from the ſcholes,my ſonne the 
Covintie of Bueren andboth contrarie to the priniledges of the coun- 
crey,and againſt his owne othe.cauſng him to be caried priſoner into 
Spaine,wher he is as yet cruelly kept captine : and beſides haning pro= 
ctired me to be condenmed to death, by the Duke of Alua his owne- 
officer : becauſe(I [aie) your Maieſtic may _— it raunge.that oy 
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all theſe reaſons (mhich werenenertheleſſe verie great and waig hric ) 
Thane not hitherto publiſhed anie defence, which was direited to the 
ſaid King, or might direilly concerne him, which thing nxtwithſtan. 
ding 1 do at this preſent ard declare thereby, that the faultes, where- 
with the King of Spire mindeth to charge me, helong ume hm ſelfe. 
Tao ther fore moſt hablic beſeche your Maieſtie (Sir ) that before you 
Sndge of this my writing, you would cafider the qualitie both of the 
crimes and faultes where with I am charged by ths Proſcription,and 
alſo the qualitie of mme awne perſon. For, if the King of Spaine was 
content to withhold from me my ſorne and my goods,which he hath in 
bis poſſeſſion, further to offer (as at thes preſent he dath) fine &} tw, 
tie thouſand crownes for my head, and to promiſe to make ſuchnable 
4: ſhould murther me, and to pardon them all the faultes whatſoener 
that they conld haue commutted before that time : no man ſhould 
thinke it en! in me,that I haue attempted by all the meanes I could, 
( 45 mm deede heretofore I hane done) to preſerne my ſelfe and myne, 
and to inable my ſelfe what I could,to enter againe into that which us 
myne owne : and that [ haue followed that order and courſe of life - 
that I haue done. But further the Ki: g of Spamne hang al the world 
thorowe publiſhed, that Tam a publike plague, an enemie of the 
world, vnthankfull,vnfaithfull,a traytor,and awicked perſon: 
theſe are ſuch mmries (Sir) that no geatlemango though he were of 
the baſeſt of the king of Spames naturall ſubieftes,can or aught to en= 
deere : in ſo much ( Sir ) that though I were one of h:s [inzple and av- 
ſolute vaſſals,who oweth homage vnto him by honor, yet ſo it 1s, that 
ty ſeach a ſentence,and fo uns m all and eerie part thereof: I alſo 
 h.1%ing bi by him, ſpoiled of my landes ard Lordſhippes, inrefþett of 
which, [ ſhould heretofore haue taken an othe vnto him, [ might hue 
helde my ſelfe aofolued and free from all my bandes towardes hin, > 
hue afſar:d alſo (which thing euen nature hath taught eerie onc)by 
all the meanes [could to maimtaine myne hanor which ouzht to be to 
me and to all noble men nure deare th. hife and goods , Notwith. 
ftanding,ſremg it hathpleaſed + od to ſhewe me th:s great grace, that 
1am borne a free Lord got holding of anie other but of the Empire,as 
do the Princes and ether free Lordes of Germanie and Italie : an4 
farther ſeeing that [beare the title, and hane the name of an abſo- 
lute and free Prince, though m deede my Princedome be not verie 
reat: yea whatſozuer it be,I not being his natural ſubieft,neither has 
ming helae anie thing of him;but by reaſon of my Scignuries & Lords 
| : Smippe f, 


fripper, of which notwithfanding he hath wholly dsſpoſſeſſed we it 
hath ſcemed unto me,that I could not defende myne honor,and [atif= 
fie or content my neare kinsfolker,ſundrie Princes (ro whom this igmy 
honor that 1 am lncked) and my whole poiterttie, but in aunſwering 
by publize writing to this accuſation, which in thepreſence of all chri- 
fendome, is publiſhed and fet out againit me, And though Thane not 
bm able jo do tt, without teaching his honor, I hope norwithitanding 
(Sir)that your Mateſtre will empute it rather to the infor cement that 
the qualitie and hainoufnes of this Proſcription hath Liide vppon me, 
than to my nature or will. For as concerning this point, that ſome men 
mae thinke it ſraunge, that I do after this ſorte defende my ſelfe,ſee= 
ing that I haue ſometimes heretofore helde of him ſundrie landes and 
LordPhippes, for aunſwere thereto, I will mo#t humblic beſeeche your 
AMateFtre, to conſider the hainouſnes of the minrie, that is done me, 
which a right noble man will neuer in deede abide : alſo that Tamnot 
his natural! ſubweft and, as concerning my: fees and penſions, that he 
| hath ſpoiled me of th:m. But ſuppoſe that I had alwaies eniayed them: 
pet ſo t 15,that the ſame lawe which he vſsth towardes others, ſhould 
not be denied tome, He holdeth of the Prench Kimg m loyauttieand In the letter 
homage and enen as the vaſſall doth of his Lord,the Countie or Earl. ſent to the 
dome of Charollois: andyet for all that hz ceaſſethnot to make warr _— ns 
&7ainit the crowne of Praunce,yea he nener leaueth of continuallie to ye holdeth 
prattiſe and deniſe, ſomewhat against the ſame. He taketh this as a of your Mas 
ſure found ion or rule, that, being 4 ſonteraigne gouernor in ſome o- "<tc 
ther place, it is lawfull for him, to renenge hint ſelfe-of the wrong, 
which he pretended was done vnto him;by the late French King Hen 
ric of moit noble memarie. When he made warre againft the Pope 
Caraffa, becauſe as a vaſſall he helde of him the kingdomes of Sictlia 
and Naples, hz publiſhed his defence, by which he mamteined, that he 
w.1s abſolued from his othe, becauſe that the Pope kept not him ſelfe, 
withm the termes or pointes that the Lord oweth to his vaſſall,accor- 
ding to the feadall lawes which are mutuall, and reSÞett as well the 
0xe,as the other, Now (Sir) there is nothing ſo naturall or kmaleas, 
that cuerie one ſhould in his o vne cauſe,receaue the verie ſeifeſame 
rule and order, that he would hae an other man to receaue or allow 
of. Wherefore he ſhould not thin\e it ſtraunge, that I, being ſo manie 
wayes rewiled & inmried by him,and not being h:s ſubieft that LT ſay, 
dn ayde my ſelfe, with the meanes thit Gol hath ginen me, ard with 
which he hath bin willing to h:lpe him ſelfe againft his Loraes, who 
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hate not offended him in anie thing whatſoener that drawerth nigh to 
the wrong which [ haxe ſuffered at his hande: yea be ſbould not thmke 
8 ſlraunge,that Ivſe againſt him that reprochefull note, hy which he 
afſayeth 10 mark as it were in the forehead, both me and my race. 
eArd becauſe my Lords the Eſtates, (who hane more nightly knowen 
the trueth of all that is contained m this my defence, and haue appro- 
wed the ſame) bane yeelded vnto me ſufficient teilimonie mough tou- 
ching my Life pait: I do moſt bumblie alſo beſeeche your Maie/tie 
(Sir) im approumg this ſame myne aunſwere,to beleene that I am not, 
either a traytonr or wicked perſon,but that I am, (thankes be to God 
forit) a noble man,of a verie good and moſt auncient houſe, yeaa good 
man and true in excrie thing that I promiſe not vnthankeful,zor vr 
faxthfull,nor hating committed anie thing, whereby a Lordor Knight 
of my ſtate & collttenaunce,may receaue anie reproche or ſhame: moſ? 
bumblic beſeeching you,to holde and account me, in the number of 
your moit humble ſeruaumes. And thus haning moſt humble ſub- 
mitted my ſelfe unto your Mazeſtie,T will pray God (Sir) to gine tt, to- 
gethenwith perfett health,a moſt bleſſed and moſt long hfe. At Delft 
ts Holland, the ii day of Februarie 1 5 8 1. z | 


Your Maieſties moſt hum- 
' ble and obedient ſcruaunt, 


WILLIAM of NasSSar, 


A PE 


e eff declaration made by my Lord the 
_ Princeof Orange,to my Lords the Eſtates Ge- © 
_ neralof the lowe Countries. 


TY Lordes, ye haue heretofore feenc @ certaine Ten- 

/ | tencein the forme ofa Profcription, which was {ent 

by the King of Spaine, and afterwards publiſhed by 

the appointment and order of the Prince of Parma': and howe 
by the meanes thereof, myne enemies hane againft all right 
and reaſon attempted, gricuouſly to touche and to taint myne 
honor,and tocaufe my former a&tions, to bethoughteuil and 
wicked: wherin Ihaue bin very willing and deſirous, ro take - 
the aduice and counfell of ſundrie notable perſonages , and 
men of great name and calling, yea ofthe principall counſe- 
ters and wyſe men of this countrey, But by reaſon of the qua- 
litie and forme of the ſaid Profcription, and the haynous an& 
greeuous crimes wherewith I am charged, although in deede 
wrongfully,I haue hitherto-ſtayed : notwithſtiding T haue bin 
aduiſed and counſelted by fundrie my frendes, that cannat 
otherwiſe defende myne honour, but toſhewe by publike wri- 
ting, howe yniuſtly I haue bin accuſed and charged with ma- 
ny faultes : and alſo howe TI haue bin openly iniuried,and ma- 
liciouſly flaundered. According to which aduice and counſell 
(my Lords)ſecing rhat in this worlde,I acknowledge you only 
for my ſuperiors, I offer vnto. you this my defence, written a- 
gainſt the reprehenſions of myne aduerſaries,by which I hope 
thatT haue not only diſconered all their deceits & ſlaunders, 
bur alſo lawfully juſtified, alt my ations paſt . And becauſe, 
that their principal! marke and purpoſe is, toſeeke out all the 
meanes they can, to take away my life, or els to cauſe me to 
be baniſhed out of theſe countries, or at theleaſt, to diminiſhe 
the authoritie which it hath pleafed you to gtue mee, as if ob- 
tayning that thing once; all ſhonld fall our as they would withe 
i: & on the other fide, becauſe they flaunder me; that by vn- 
Iawfal meanes T keepz and holde my authoritie,T beſeech you 
my Lords to beleeue, that albeit I be content toliue amoneſt 
youw,fo long as it ſhall pleaſe God, and to continue towardes 
"youmy faithful ſeruice : yet notwithſtading, that myne owne 
life, which I haue dedicated to your ſeruice, and my prefence 
in 
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in the middeſt'of you, are not ſo deare vnto me, but that T 
can moſt willingly abandon and forgo my lyfe, or els with- 
drawe my ſelfe out of the countrey, when you ſhall thinke or 
know, that either the one or the other may any miner of way 
ſerne your turne, to purchaſe vnto you a more aſſured liber- 
tie, And as cocerning the authoritie which ithath pleaſed you 
to giue me,you knowe my Lords howe many times I haue be- 
ſought you, ro content your ſelues with my ſeruice, and to vn- 
burden me thereof, if you ſhould thinke thatit would ſtande 
well,with the good eſtate of your affaires,which thing euen as 
yet I do demaunde of you,oftering notwithſtanding(asT haue 
alwayes done) in all that wherein it hath pleaſed you to com- 
maunde me, ſtil to continue to employe my {elfe 1n the ſervice 
of the coiitrey : in regard of which I eſtemie nothing of all thar 
isin the worlde, as I doo more Jargely declare the ſame vnto_ 

youin this my defence. Which if you ſhal judgeit conuenicnr, 
I beſeeche you to thinke it good, and to take care,that it may 
be brought to lightand publiſhed, to the ende, that not only 
you (my Lords) but alſo the whole worlde may iudge,of the 
__ of my cauſe,and of the vniuſt dealing of myne aduer- 

aries. 


Preſented by my Lord the Prince of Orange,to my Lords 
the Deputies of the Eſtates generall, and of the 
Prouinces vnited togither, being aſſembled in 
the towneof DELFT, _ x11, of Deccmber. 

1580. 


Vruderneath was written, 


I I, HoreL I x beingpreſent, 


The 
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The aunſwere of my Lordes the Eſtates 

generall, made to the former decla- 

ration, 

HE Eſtates generall, haning not ; es (mce, [eene and 
E & read a —_ NG OEEED no 
"your Excellencies perſon, by which they charge the ſame with 
b ainous crimes, tndenouring ro make it odious, (a5 though by vnlaw 
full meanes, and marreft wayes, it had vſiaped the place and de- 
gree, wherein it is ſett and eitablifhed ) and to deliver your ſaide 
Excellencies perſon oner for aparie, and to take from it the honor 
thereof : hanmg m like ſorte ſeene and viewed, a defence ſett out 
by your;Excellencie, againſt the ſaid Proſcription, find:, 7 the trueth 
of that which hath paſſed in theſe countries, and which is hnowen 
ad manifeit alſo, to enerie one of them, in refþett of them ſelues, . 
that the ſaide crimes, faultes and reproches, haue vniuſthe bin laide 
vpon the ſame. eAnd as concerning the offices, as well of Lieute- 
naunt generall, as of the particular gonernementes , they affirme 
that his excellencie, yea euen then, when he was lawfully elefied 
& choſen, did not accept them, but at our inſtant requeſt, in which 
alſo he hath continued at onr intreaties, and that, with the ſounde 
contentment and ſatisfattion, of th: whole countrie : and the ſaide 
Eſtates doo yet agame beſeeche him, that it would pleaſe him to con= 
rinue thrrem, promiſing him all azde and aſſiſtance, withont ſparing 
anie of the meanes they han, and alſo to yeelde unto him readea 
and willing obedience . And becauſe they knowe, the faithful ſer- 
wices, that your Excellencie hath yeelded to theſe countries, and 
thoſe alſs which they hope, in time yet hereafter to come, you will 
performe : they offer unto him, for the aſſurance of his pr1ſo#, to 
maintaine a companie of horſemen for the ſau:garde thereof, beſze- 
ching him to accept it on the behalfe , and at the offer of thoſe 
perſons, which thinks them ſelues much bound to the preſeraation 
Eg - B thereof, 


—_— 


thereof. And ſo much as toncheth the ſaid Extates (who think them 
ſetres alſo charged by the ſaid Proſcription) chey minde ſhortly in lke 
forte to inftifie thens ſelues, ſo farre forth as they ſhall thinke- it 
'£0::112159t, So concluded in the aſſemblie of my Lordes the Eftatee 
ecreral!, in the rowne of Delft the xvy, day of December. In the 


my 


5 
yeere of our Lorat, 1 5 8 0. | 


By the expreſſe determination 
of the ſaid Eſlates, 


| Signed I. Houfflin. |. 


AN APOLOGIE 
OR DEFENCE, OF MY 
Lord the Prince of Orange, Countie of 


| Naſſau, of Catzenellenboghen, Dietz, Vianden, &c. Burch- 
graue of Antwerp, and Vicount of Bezanſon, Baron of Breda, 
Die#t, Grimberghe, of Arlzy, Nozeroy,cic. Lord of Chaitel- 
bellm, cc. Lientenaunt generail in the lowe Coune 
tries, and Gonernour of Brabant, Hol. 
lane Zeeland Virecht and Friſe, 
and Admiral,csc. 


Againſt the Proclamation and Edi& , publiſhed by the 
King of Spaine, by which he proſcribeth the ſaid = 
Lord,whereby ſhall appeare the ſlaunders 
and falſe accuſations,conteyned 
in the ſazde Proſcrip-* 


tion, 


His is the thing which Thaue 7") gg 


waies praied vnto God for (my Lords) & deſired 
withal my hart,that he would grairt it me,fro the. 
v time that I vowed my perſon, 8 all the meanes 
thatT haue in the worlde,for the recouering of your lbertie,8 
the ſafetie of your perſons,goods, and conſciences : if I faic, I 
ſhould at any time haue preferred, that which reſpe&eth my 
. ſelf particularly, before your health & wealth generally, thatT 
might in this behalf, beare an eternal puniſhmet,which I ſhuld: 
hane drawe vpon my ſelf, by myne own good wil and accord : 
But on the other ſide, if that which I haue done heretofore, 
hath bin by me attempted & take in hand, only for the preſer- 
uatio of your eſtate: and thatT hane borne, a great parte ofthe 
burthen of this preſent warre,onely for the comon ſafegarde 
of the countrey : and thatthe hatred conceaued by certeine 
wicked perſons, againſt the AD 542 a - 8& 
2 nora- . 


| > 
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ho:5-able perſonnges, hauing bia for a certaine time didem=- 
bied a: conred in their hartes, commeth wholly and thar 
at 02,00 vomitand caft vptcſelfe ypon meonly, rather then 
ypon ſo many good people, & ſpecially vponthe general eſtate 
of the common wealth : then I ſaze this hath bin the thin 
taatT hauegreatly deſired, that, if my good will had bin inch 
toyardes you (my Lordes) your chilrden, your townes and 
communalties,as in deede it hath bin, I might one day carie” 
awaye,a ſolemne teſtimonie thereof, as wel for the peace of 
myne ozyne canſcience,as for the defence of myne owne ho- 
nor,bzfore all the people of the earth, and before at poſteritie. 
And nowe [do greatly reioyce _—_ and yeelde immoatal 
thankes vnto our good God,& I haue great occaſion of con- 
tentement and quietnes, ſecing that he fuffereth me to be 
made fo rare, and ſonoble, and ſo excellent amarke there- 
of, by this cruell and barbarous np yang , yea ſuch a 
one, as the like hath net bin heard in theſe countries, com- 
mended amongeſt all peopte & nations, for their ſingular and 
incredible courteſie . For albeit that nothing be more to. be 
wiſhed of a man, than the race and courſe of his life, to. be 
ſound, bleſſed, proſperous, and vpright, without any daſhe, 
blowe,ftumbling, or any wicked incountring: notwithſtiding 
if all things had fallen out vnto. me, as I would haue wiſhed, 
and that I had not incontred, with the hatred of the Spaniſhe' 
nation and his adherentes, I ſhould haue loſt the gaine of this 
teſtimonie, which my very enemies haue yeelded me,& which 
Itaketo be the moſt excellent flowre of glorie, that I had bin 
able to haue deſired , to haue bin crowned with,before my 
death. For what in this worlde can be more acceptable,'and 
that ſpecially to him, who hath enterpriſed ſo great and ex- 
cellent 2 work,as is the libertic of ſo good a people,opprefſed 
by ſo wicked people, thin to be deadly hated of his enimies, 
yea ſuch enimies,as are withal the enimies of the nraaroay Som 
by their owne verie mouth and confeſsion, to receaue a ſure 
reſtimonic, of his faithfulnes towardes his owne people,and 
of con{tancie,againſt tyraunts & diſturbers of comon peace ? 
in ſo much, that the Spaniards and their adherents, thinking 

in 


Prrwner Or ORANGE” ' , 


in deedeto do me difpleiſure,haue done me- many pleaſures, 
as by this infamous Proſcription, they: haue thought to hure: 
me more than before, and yet they haue made me more re-. 
ioyce,and giuen me more contentednes of minde..ForThaue - 
not only thereby receaued that profit, but they haue opened 
vnto mea more large field to defend my ſelfe,than I durſt euer 
be bolde todefire,that ſo I might cauſe all the world to know,. 
the equitie and juſtice of my enterpriſes,8& by it leaue vnto my 
ſteritie, an example of yertue meete to: be followed by all 
thoſe, that would not diſhonour the nobilitie of their aunce- 
ſters, from whence weare deſcended;$8 of whom, not ſo much. 
as oneonely,hathat any time fauoured tyrannie, but all they 
haue loued the hbertie of the people, amongeſt wham. they 
haue borne office and had authoritie. I hane no. occaſion to- 
coplaine;thatT hane not had heretofare, matter large ynough. 
to ſpeake of my ſelfe, and to-reproue the foule and. hayuous 
faultes of rmyne enemies: but neither would ſhamefaſtnes ſuf 
fer me my ſelfe to ſing and ſet out myne owne prayſes, which. 
ſurely is a hard matter not to-da,whatſocuer modeſtie a man. 
pretendin ſuch a matter :. neither would publike honeſtie per- 
mir me,to enlarge my ſelfeto rehearſe the faultes of mineent- 
mies,liking much better to burie ſomepartof their greeuous 
enterpriſes vnder ſilence, than in- publiſhing them (albeit in: 
trueth)to caſt my ſelfe mto daunger,to incurre the ſuſpition to. 
beaſlaunderer. Seeing than-(my Lords):that wa this Proſcrip- 
tion,the queſtion is not onely to taxe any perſon, and barba- 
rouſly to make it apray, but alſo'it is knowen tocuerie one,. 
that by my woundes, they minde towound the-comon wealth: 
and theſtate of all theſe countreis:.as alſo.this is no more now 
performed, by ſmall diffamatorie libelles, made by people of 
no account, and-whoſe iniuries done againſt me, ſhould no 
more moue me,thanthe tounge of ſome litle ſerpent, which a 
man muſtrather breake in peeces: with. his foote, than inde- 
uourto fight againſt it with weapons: butthat men of ſo great 
coitenance,ſhould fo farre and ſo-vilely debaſc their greatnes, 
as to-buſie them: ſelues, faſlie to backbite and to ſlaunder; it 
hath ſcemed ynto-me altogither neceſſarie to ſpeak,tathe aw 
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that our common countrie(forwhich I am readie to giue vp 
my lyte,as T haue alreadie loſt my goods)may not feele her ſelf 
damnihed or hurt by my filece, & "that on the other ſide;theſe 
famous titles, of ſo many Countries & Kingdoms, ſtretching - 
them ſelues ſo farre as ouer Africa and Aiia, may not daſell the 
eyes of many,who iudge the affaires & matters of this world, 
rather by ſhadowes, appearaunces, and outward ſhewes, than 
by ſtrength and ſoundnes of reaſon. I knowe notwithſtanding 
all this, that thoſe which perſecute me, haue in many pointes 
aduantage againſt me.and principally in two pointes: the one 
1s,that they make aſheweand boaſting,of their great qualitics 
andeſtates,which do infinitely exceede my condition : the 0- 
ther(whichis alſo a naturall thing to al men)willingly to open 
their cares to cull ſpeaches 8& ſlanders: for I haue oftentimes - 
heard,the moſt elegant of all the Poets, to haue very well ſaid, 
that there 15 not in any feaſt any ſawce ſo Iweete, to the pallet 
of the mourh,as cuill ſpeache and backbyring is to the care : 
and on the other ſ{ide,that nothing is hearde ſo much againſt 
the heart, and with ſo great gricfe, as the {peache of him that. 
prayſeth him ſelfe, Of theſe two pointes,that which bringeth' 
pleaſureis ginen to myne enimie,andT haue for my ſhare,that: 
which is harde and vupleaſaunt almoſt to the whole worlde. 

* ButTIhope,that by the meane of your fauour and vſuall good 
will,that neither the one nor the other,ſhall bring me any loſſe 
or hurt, ſceing*that ſo it is, that this long time ſithence you 
haue tried, thattheſe great and famous States, if they be ſpot- 
ted and tainted with tyrannie, can not gaine much of free 
heartes and noble courages. And on the other ſide, knowing 
the ordinarie trade and courſe of my life, who loue not more 
to blame an other man, than to prayſe my ſelfe, yet if it ſo fall 
out that I do,either the one or the other,as it 1s a very harde 
thing not to doſo ( albeit thatit ſhal be with the greateſt mo- 
deſtie thatI can) and if there be any thing that may ſeeme;not 
very ſeemely,jit ſhalbe long to you(my Lordes)to attribute the 
ſame, rather to the neceſsitie {o to do (which mine enemies - 
hauelayde vpon me)than to my nature, & by that meanes to 


vnburthen me,and to laye the taulte wholly,vpon __ owne 
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ſhameleſnes &importunitie. And I wil praye you (my Lords) 
ro remember, that I am falſly accuſed to be »nthankefall, vns 
faithful, an heretike, an hypocrite, like vnto Indas and Cain the di- 
flurber of the countrey, reellious,a ſtraunger an entmie of mankind, 
the publike plague of the chriftian common wealth, a traytour, and a 
wicked perſon, that I am ſet ont to be ſlaine as a bea#t, withrewarde 
to allmurrherers, an1 to all poyſoners which will attempt the ſame, 
lkeauing you to iudge (my Lordes) whether it be poſsible to 
purge my ſelfe from fach ſlaixders,withour ripping vp in'fome 
matters, the ordinarie courſe of my life, & withoutexceeding 
my cuſtome, in fpeaking of my ſelte and other men. In the 
meane whyle,I am ſo aſſured of the juſtice of my cauſe, and of 
"= ſoundnes and faithfulnes towardes you, and on the other 
fide,of your cquitie and roundnes,and of theknowledge that 
you haue, howe & after what ſorte all things haue paſſed, thar 
I demaundeno other thing of you, but onely that youwould 
'1udge, and take notice ofthis matter, and determine thereof 
for your owne good, health, and preſeruation, that which the 
lawes,freedomes, liberties, and priuiledges of the countrey, 
commaunde you,according to the hope thatthe people hath 
of your wiſdome and vprightnes : which thing alſo Iprayyou 
to do, yeal earneſtly befeeche you, by all holy & ſacred things, 
and that by the othe and band which you beare tothe coun- 
trey,certainly aſſuring my ſelfe,that as in many other matters 
1am lefſe than mine enenues, ſo that I ſhalbe m this behalfe fo 
much the more their ſuperiour,as that by alt meanes &craftes 
they hanepurpoſed,to violate, breake, & ſuppreſſe your lawes, 
_ priuiledges, and liberties : whereas on the other ſide,T 
Haue with a good heart and all faithfulnes, imployed my ſelfe 
to marntaine & preſerue the ſame. And albeit (my Lords)thar 
Tam notinſuch forte an enemie, tomy renowne & owne good 
name, but thatTtake delight and pleaſure (as aWoI hope my 
actions and deedes deſerue the fame) to be in good accoirt 
among all the Princes,Potentates, and common weales of the 
world(excepting onely amongeſt the Spaniards & their adhe- 
rents,who perſeuering in the purſuit of their tyrannie, I defire 
not either grace or fauor, orany fre:dihip at theirhandes) not 
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withſtiding,ſecing that you are the men only in this matter, to- 
whom I haue take an othe,to whom alone I cont my ſelf botid 
-Who alone alſo haue power to approue or improue my ates & 
dcedes : Ithall hold my ſelfe very well ſatisfied, whenon your 
——_ ſhall haue receaued a teſtimonie coformable 8& agreea- 

le to my intentes and purpoſes,which hauealwayes bin joy- 
ned with your good,protit, and ſeruice : and I ſhall patiently 
ſuffer other people and nations,to iudge thereof according to 
their paſgions and affe&ions, or rather (which thing alſo I 
more deſire)according to equitie,right, & iuſtice, hawng firſt 
put of all preiudice,and freed their own vnderſtandings from 
the thick cloudes of theſe greatneſſes and glorie,which might 
heretofore haue ſomewhat dazeled them. 

Noweif mine enemies{ my Lordes ) had come diredtly, ts 
the point and matter of the Proſcription, ſetting out the rea- 
ſons,vpon which is grounded, this bacrbarous ſentence(which 
ſentence in deede doth ouermuch declare their minde verie 
baſe and much degenerating from the vertue and courage of 
their aunceſtors) I had not vſcd likewiſe any circuites or com- 
paſcingesof wordes,but had at the veric entrie declared, both 
what myne owne innocencieis, and howeweake and ruinous 
. their foundations and groundworkes are. But ſeeing that to 
make me odious, they haue better liked, to ſet,cuen at the en- 
traunce, before the eyes of all the worlde, a heape of injuries, 
and in the courſe of this ſpeache, without purpoſe to interlace 
them, ſpeaking fo ſhameleſlſely of me : I fuppole, that itis ne- 
ceſſary,yeain ; ar moſtiuſt,that Taunſwere to ſuch ſlaunders, 
to the ende that ſome being mooued or perſwaded by ſuch 
words, may notyet receiue this my defence,with a harte more 
eſtraunged from me,than the lawe allowed amongelt people, 
and juſtice it ſelfe requireth. : 5 

As concerning then this heape of iniuries, by which T am 
ſo ſhameleſly rentin peeces,and which being taken out of this 
Proſcription,nothing ſhall remaine therein but a ſmoke : you 
ſee (my Lordes) howe plaine and without painting coulours 
the defence is thatT vſe, If yon knome me to be ſich a one, as 
myncenemies publiſhe me to be : if I carrie either in my bo- 
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die or in my ſoule,ſuch coulours as the forger of this writing 


faith, that he hath painted me out withall (for my Lordes ye 
haue knowne me from niy youth, and I haue not ipent my age 
cls where, but with you) thut immediatly your eares, and re- 
tuſe to heare or vnderltande, ſo much as one worde commang 
out of my mouth. But if on the other (ide, I haue all my lyte 
thorowe,bin more honeſt, more ſounde, more continent,and 
leſſe couetous, than the authors of this ſlaunderous writing, 
and then he,which hath publiſhed the ſame,to witt, the Prince 
of Parma and his predeceſſors, whole faces are ouerwell 
knowne by hiſtories : if I ſaje,you haue knowne me and mine 
aunceſtors,more vertuous people than theſe ( forI ſpeake not 
as yet of the King) and their aunceſtors, then belceue, that as 
they falſely flaunder at the verie entrance, ſo they ſhal be no 
more nicete to be beleeued, in all the reſt of their ſhameleſſe 
accuſations. For,to what ende I pray you, ſerueth this recitall 
of ſo many iniuries, but onely to thewe vnto the worlde, that 
my enemies are {kilfull to flaunder and backbire,and that he, 
whom yet thorowe Gods goodnes, they haue not bin able to 
murther, neither by poyſon,nor ſword, nor yet to deceaue by 
promiſes, nor yet buſie him with vaineand vncertaine hopes, 
they do afſayarthe leaſt to wond him, with the venim of their 
rongue,accultomed cuen from their youth to ſo infamous an 
Occupation ? 

They at the beginning make a recitall, of mary good twrnes 
which { hanereceyued fro che Emnperourm refþett of the ſucceſſion, 
of my late L:1de the Prince of Orange my coſen, that the King 
made me of his order, Lientenaunt genera(l in the gouernement of 
Ho!ll mar, Zeel mae Vrrecht,1nd Burgundie, and one of the counſell 
of Eſtate. Towhat ende are theſe things alleadged ? to declare 
that Iam greatly bounde to the houſe of Spaine, and that I 
cannotſhumne this, but that I muſt be condemned of ingrati- 
tude: and moreouer, that by reaſon of the othe thar I ha4 
taken , and of the landes and -Lordihippes, that 1 holde in 
homage of the ſaide Lor1e,] am bound to procure, the profitt 
and adua:mcement of his affaires and matters, thinking to 
make me likewiſe culpable and faultic of vnfaithfulnes, Vere, 
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ly T confeſſe and agree, with the King and the whole: houſe of 
Spaine,that nathing is ſo muchto be codemnedin this world, 
as a man dcefiled with theſe two ſpottes& ſtaines,to wit,of vn- 
thankfulnes & vnfaithfulnes, and he that hath ſpoken theſe 
two iniuries to a man, he hath ſaid as much to him & againſt : 
him,as if he had charged him with all the accuſations &{laun- 
ders, that wyſe people and fooles, diſcreete and vndiſcreete, - 
could rake togither: and ſpecially looke, by how much a Lord 
is ofa more noble and famous houſe, by fo much the more: 
ſhall he be diſhonored, if he can be conuinced of theſe or fuch 
faultes : and I refuſe not to be hated of all the worlde, to be - 
Tooted out of the earth, and thatthe memorie of me & myne- 
ſhould be withered for euer,it I may be founde ſuch a one, 
But that ſhall be with this condition alſo, that if I declare, that: 
theres no Prince in the worlde,more vngratefult and vnkind 
towardes a poore Lorde, than he that accuſed me and would. - 
condemne me,is againſt me and mine: that the vnfaithfulnes 
alſo which he hath vſed inreſpe& of me(for Iwil not yet ſpeak 
of the op? violating of his faith towards the coutrie) is 1acre- 
dible,that then (T ſay) he alfo may be ſubie& to the likecon=. - 
dition and tate,and may be holden for ſuch a one as hes, a- 
mongelt all lining people, and all poſteritie to come : and TL 
ſhal! thinke the puniihment more great in his behalte, than he 
thinketh any in myne, as may appeare by that, which he ma- 
keth thewe to ſeckefor by this tragical Proſcription,the which 
thorowe Gods grace and goodnes, doeth no more aſtoniſhe 
me than a vaine vilion or drea me. Firſt (my Lords) I proteſt, 
that the remembraunce and memorie of the Emperour Char= 
les,ſhall alwayes bein an honorable account with me, as well 
becauſe of his actes,as that it pleaſed him,to ſhew meſo much 
honor, as to hane nouriſhed me in his chaber, by the ſpace of 
nine yecres,to whom alſo I yeelded & performed,molt faith- 
full and moſt willing ſeruice. Bur if he, who by reaſon ts moſt 
bounde of all men to maintaine his renowne, come to accuſe 
me of 1ngratitude and vnthankfulnes,as, rhat I haue not ac- 
knowledzed the good turnes,which he faieth, that T haue re- 
ccaued of theEmperour: I beſeeche youto holde me excuſed, 
if being 
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if being coſtrayned for the defence of myne innocencie, I de- 

dlare,in reſpect of good turnes alleadged, thatT haue not re- 

ceaued any atall from him, butthat in doing him ſeruice, I 

| haue receaued moſt great lofles, as you ſhall plainely ynder- 
ſtande,if it pleaſe you to heare me patienly, 

Nowe then he faith, thatin re{pe& of the ſucceſsion of the 
late Lord,the Prince Rene my coibil the Emperour handled 
me fauourably. Butwherein ? Firſt, there was neuer any Lorde 
as yet founde ſo cuil aduiſed, that would pretend right againſt 
me for ſucceſsion,in ſo much that if the Emperour hath not 
hindered mein that, what hath he done for me, that a iudge, 
the greateſt enemie I could haue, would not haue done like- 
wiſe ? Was there yet anie partie founde ſo raſhe, that durſt of- 
fer him felf to ſpeak againſt it? And thongh I had had aduerſe 
parties,if my right were ſo cleare and ſo well grounded, that 
nothing was cuer yet hethertoable to be alleadged againit ir, 
which was able to darcken it,or to ſhake it : and that herevp- 
pon the Emperour had giuen forth a decree for my profitt, 
what hath he done for me , but adminiſtred me 1uſtice, and 
would not take from me that,which the lawes, reaſon, and ve- 
rie nature it{elfe did gine me? Butif it pleaſe you (my Lords) 
to conſider the nature and qualitie of this ſucceſsjon,you ſhall 
finde my right and title to haue bin ſuch, that the Emperour 
could not haue depriued me of it,ortaken it from me,without 
an extreame iniurie.and a moſt manifeſt wrong . 

There were in the ſucceſsion, two principall members or 
braunches : The firite was, that which came by our houſe of 
Naſſau, which my Lordes my predeceſſors, the graundfather 
and great graundfathers,vncles by the fathers fide,and coſen 

germaine by the fathers ſide, enioyed : that is to ſaye, the 
goods which at this day belong vnto me, in Brabant, Flaun- 
'ders,Hollande and Luxenburgh: the other was, the ſucceſsion 
of the houſe of Challon , As concerning the ſucceſsion of 
'Naſſan, which men commonly call Breda, becauſe it was the 
'principall place of my Lord(hippes, and where I and my pre- 
 deceſſours had helde our chambers of accountes, counſell, & 
' principall infiruQtions pertayning to vs and ours, who _— 
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that might moleſt me in that, vnleſſe it were my Lorde my fa- 
ther,who was the vncle,and Ithe couſin germain,ot my Lord 
the Frince Rene, tae onely ſonne of my Lord Henrie, Countie 
of Naſſau,my vncle, and the brother of my Lorde my father ? 
But ſo farre of is it,that was hinderedin thatſucceſ$16, by ny 
faid Lord and father,that he him ſelte tooke paines to come & 
ſollicite the matter, that I might be pur in poſle(s1on thereof: 


neither was there euer founde nian ſo ſhamelefle,that would 


ſet himiſelfe againſt it, but Schoore the Preſident orijudge,who 
in the counſcll ſaide, that the ſonne of an heretike eught not 
to ſucceede, becauſe that my Lorde my father, follgwing the 
examples of good Kings,as of Dauid, Tofias & others, hadre- 
fourmed the Churches of his countries, which he helde & had 
in Germanie,and had purged them from abuſes, according to 
the worde of God and that by the permiſsion and ſufferaunce 


of the Emperour. And notwithſtanding all this, the counſell 


ccafſeth not to giue aduiſe,& to determine the matter accor- 
ding to reaſon and equitie, as in deede it could not otherwiſe 
do, iceing that they had mainteined my Lord the Countie of 


Kingſtain myne vnciein the ſucceſsion of the Countie of Ro= 
- chetorte,although that he him ſelfe were a proteſtaunt.Seeing 


then that this was in queſiion (ifthat may be called a queſtio, 
which was in our owne houſe, as whether that the ſucceſsion 
aforeſaid,were adiudged to the father orto the ſonne.pronoit- 
ced notwithſtanding always according to the lawes) none be- 
ſide could iuſtly pretend any right thereto. 

As concerning the houſe of Challon, firtt it cannot be faide 
in reſpe& of the Barronies which I peaceablie holde and poſ- 
ſeflz in the Dutchiz of Burgundie, and in Daulphine of Vien- 
na,that Iam therefore bound to the Emperor, for he had not 
anie more power therein than I, all being vnder the power 
of the Frenche King, who alike ſeaſed, the Counrie of Char- 
rollois, apparteyning to the Emperour, and my Barronries, 
when warre was mooued betweene them two, in ſo much 
that I can not be otherwiſe bounde vnto him therefore, bur 
in this, thatT was conteyned in the treatie of peace made at 
Seflons, which was the laſt ductie that he could yeelde, ro the 
memQs 


RL | 4 ww » ” 


18 F5 Ch WW Se 


 Patnczs: Or Onanca. 


memorie of my Lordemy: couſin, who bur a little while be- 
fore died, in the ſame expedition, and that on foote, at the 
ſiege of Saint Ditizr, after ſo manie deedesof armes done for 


his ſeraice . And lefſe hath he bin ableto fauqur me in my _ 


Princedome of Orange, where he had nothing to ſee too nor 
to-do, no neither he, nor anie Prince, whatſoeuer, I my ſelfe 
holding the ſ1mein a naked, bare, and abſolute Soueraigmtie: 


which thing fewe other Lordes are able to ſaie. And there is 


no Prince, in reſpe& of my ſaide Princedome, whoſe amitie 
and good grace [ ſtande in neede of, but of the French Kings, 
who I hope will not touche that, that belongeth to a-poore 
Prince, who 1s his moſt humble ſeruaunt, becauſe reaſon ſuf- 
fereth not that, beyonde which reaſon he will not go, and al- 
ſo becauſe of the loyall and faithfull ſeruices, that my prede- 
ceſſours haue done to the Crowne of Fraunce, and the Dut- 
chie of Brytannie (whereof he is deſcended and is the heire) 


| with great daungers of their liues, great expenſes, and infi- 


nite tranatles, 

There remayneth then that which belongeth vnto me, in 
the Countie of Burgundie, and whereof, I hane bin ſo long 
tine, ſo vniuſtlic and tyrannouſlie ſpoyled and diſpoſſeſſed, 
which by meanes of lone and borrowing, yeeldeth mnto me, 
euen torthis preſent time, two millions at the leaſt of loſſe. But 
I would in the firſt place, that they ſhould remember, where- 
fore the Countie of Burgundie,is called Franck or tree,towit, 
amongeſt other reaſons, becauſe that the freedome and liber- 
tie of the Lordes, and ſuch as holde poſlſeſsions in the ſayde 
countrey,is, that they haue power, by will to bequeath and to 
diſpoſe of their goods, howe and to whom, they ſhall thinke 
good, without being either for their wiues or their children, 
or other heires whatſoecuer inforced , otherwyſe to diſpoſe 
of their goodes , but in ſuch ſorte, as ſhall be agrecable to 
their owne will and pleafure. Szeing then that ſo itis, that 
my Lorde the Prince Rene, mooued of his owne good will, 
did ( without ani: other reſpe:t that he had ta me, who was 
at that tyme a yonnge childe liaing in Germanie , vnder 
the power and diſcipline, of my M-ſters and Gouernonrs, 
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and he hauing no other reſpe& but that I was his confin ger- 
maine)did,I {ay,appoint me his generall heire, which thing al- 
ſo he did , according to the power that he had, euen by the 
lawes and cuſtomes of the countrey : I ſate that it I oughtto 
yeelde thankes toany, it is tothe memoric of the ſaideLorde 
Prince, who being the eldeſt of our houſe, mentalſo, that as I 
ſhould ſucceede him in the. order of age, ſo I ſhould come 
1n like forte to.ſucceede him in his is and. poſſeſsions. I 
perceaue not then as yet,cuen to this preſent time, that I am a- 
nic thing at all bounde for this ſucceſsion , to the houſe of 
Spaine,neither is there anie man in the worlde,that can ſaic it 
with ttueth. 

- But the Emperour gaue a graunt vnto the ſaid Lord Prince, 
by will to bequeath it, ro whom he thould thinke good : and 
by the power of that graunt the Prince choſe me for his heire. 
This (myLordes ) maketh very much for me, and canat no 
hand ſerue myne encmies turne. For whe the Emperour yeel- 
ded to the graunt, he knewe not who ſhould be nominated 
heire by the Prince, neither was it knowen of any man, vntill 


. thedayoftheopening of the will, which was done in the pre- 


ſence of Marie the Queene,aftevthe death of the ſaide Lorde 
Prince : in ſo much that the Emperour coſenting to the grair, 
ſeeing that his purpoſe was not to aduaunce me, I doo not 
thinke my felfe to be bounde vnto him , becauſe the favour 
which was ſhewed vnto the Prince ( which notwithſtanding e- 
uerie meane perſon whatſocuer, may caſely obteine, by ordi- 
narie letters out of the Chauncerie) was not ſhewed on my be- 
halfe,orin reſpe& of me. Beſides, to 1udge of the graunt, by 
that which afterwardes inſued therevpon, ſhould be to indge 
againſt the rules, which ſo oftentimes I haue heard the Empe- 
Tour repeate,who ſaid, that Counſelles ought to be examined, 
liked or diſliked, by the cauſes and not by the efteRtes. But ler 
vs put the caſe, that he had not had the graunt , yer nothing 
was appointed by the will of my Lord the Prince Rene, but ac- 
cording to the lawes,as hath bin betore ſaid, 
Burt what will they aunſwere,when beſides all theſe reaſons, 
I ſhall ſaie ynto then, that the teſtament or will of my Lorde 
my 


"PrINncs Or ORawGn.: 
my cofen isa militarie teſtament (which thing alſo they cans 
not gaine faye nor darken) yea,and that made,with very m _ 
ſolemaitie,rype iadgement;and in good ſeaſons made I ſay,8 
grounded,by exprefte termes and wordes,vppon this,that the: 
iaideLord Prince (who had before felt, what were the daun-= 
gers of warre, in ſo many expeditions taken in hande for the 
Emperours ſeruice) was nowe on the way, to goto. awarre ſo 
daungerous, and that with ſo great a Prince as King Frauncis: 
was. And thoughT be nota great Door in the lawes, yet ſo 
itis,that I do verie well remember, that I haue hearde {undrie 
learned perſons diſputing of thismatter , in the prefence:of 
my Lord ny father,who aftirmed,that not onely milttarie te-= 
ſtamentes or willes, but alſolittte fcrippes or ſcrolles, to be of 
ſuch value 8& force,according to the lawes of the Empire, that 
if 2 man of warre,or aſouldier, had before his death made or 
giuen the leaſt marke of his will,yea the leaſt ſigne that a marr 
can imagine orthinke of: as if he had bur traced or drawer 
with his blood vpon his targett,hts name whom he will inſti- 
rute,ordaine, and appoint, to be his heire: or with the print of 
his halberrt or ofhis frorde,had writte the fame on the groud, 
that that decree of his laſt will, is inutolable, and to be prefer- 
red before al other ordinaunce,according'to the auncient pri- 
uitedges of thoſe,which are honored: with the warlike chaine 
or coller . Howe much more then was this priuitedge, dew to 
ſo valiaunt a Prince, & to ſo noble a Knight? For the queſtion 
15 not here, of ſome one'ſimple marke or other, but here is a 
teitament or will well & aduifedly made, andthat not in haſte 
or by a ſimple fouldier wounded, and being readie to die, but 
by a vertuous Prince,andone worthie of immortall honor,af- 
ſiſted by his counſelt, and fomewhar forward im his wate to-= 
wardes the expedition, andthe thinges bequeathed not to a 
ſtraunger,butto his couſin germaine; and not to animportu- 
nate flatterer, but to a young childe being verie farre of fro the * 
Emperours armie,which went to beſeidge Saint Difier, & pur- 
poſed to do the ſame euen to Paris. But here is an ordinaunce 
I ſaie, made not without the knowledge of the Emperour, but 
by his owne graunt,yea an ordinauace according tothe _ 
Es and cu- 
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and cuſtomes vſed in all places. This then being fo ſtrong, it 


_ wasnotin mans power to reaſon againit it, and nuch lefle to 
make it voide,vnleſle by ſome one waie or other, which ſhould 


haue bin ouer tyrannons, and which it may be) might haue 
brought more hurt than profit, to the renowne and credit of 
the Emperour, ſpecially zf he had ment to offer any other 
thing than reaſon. Andas there haue bin amongelt my prede- 


_ Ceſlors ſome,who haue in deede founde meanes and wayes, to 


Cauſe vniuſt and vngrateful perſons,who kept their goods and 
poſſeſsions from them, to yeelde them the {ame : ſo I hope, 
that God will yet ſhewe me thus grace,to haue ableſled ithue a- 
gainſt him,who hath vniuſtly{poyled me of my goodes, and 
would barbarouſly take from me my lite alſo . Bur ſeeing that 
T am inforced,yet to ſpeake of the ſucceſsio,I would faine haue 
ſome tel me,whether the Emperour ſuffering me to enioye the 
{ucceſs1on, hath giuen it me oft his owne or no: for if I haue 
receaucd nothing from him, but that which before appertay- 
ned tomy Lord the Prince Rene,1 perceaue not how the King 
can in any manner vpbraide me;that either he,or the Emperor 
his father, haue gijuen me any thing, vnleſſe this be liberalirie, 
to giue largely of an other mans goods. | 
But on the other {ide,albeit that at this preſcnt time, I ſaye 
nothing of the wronges that have bin done me in the ſayde 
Countie, in which I haue ſuch rights and prehemanences, and 
whereof they haue ſpoiled me, and whereof I ſpezke nothing 
at this time,leauing to debate and reaſon thereof, till armes & 
weapons ſhall haue yceelded me more reaſon. than theiniuſtice 
of him that keepeth all from me : this I muſt needes ſ{peake, I 
had no ſooner taken holde of the {ucceſ:1on of the Seignurie 
or Lordihip of Chaſiel-bellin, but I was cuen aſſoone ſpoyled 
thereof,which is of ſo (mal value, that at this preſent there are 
due vnto me, three hundred fiftie thouſand poundes of arre= 
rage,by reaſon thereof, And this is the heape of iniuſtice that 
they charge me with,if Thaue done any. The Emperour was 
requeſted by my Lord niy father,tharat theleaſt I might, ac- 
cording to the lawes, be firlt reſtored vnto the poſſeſsion, in 
which my predeceſlor had bin, but he would not ſufter it; only 
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his courage kept the footemen together , when as the horſe- 
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he ſuffered me (being nothwithſtanding ſpoyled) to followe. 
my right by juſtice and lawe, wherein he lett me at the leaſt, 


ſome gapp,becauſe he did not let me,from debating my right 


againit him,when the cauſe was called forth to the parliament. 


ot Malines. But the ſonne ( who notwithlitanding dare vp- 
braide me with his good turnes) ſceing the cauſe readic tore- 
ccaueiudgement, the very ſelteſame day that the proceſſe and 
controueriie ſhould haue bin cleared, & the aduiſe of the Pre- 
fident and Counſellours was alreadie regiſtred, and I had ad- 
uertiſſement giuen me, to ſeeke and prouide for {iluer for the 
Judges fees : he Iſay, forbad his courte to proceede any fur- 
ther, and left the procefie hanging vppon the hooke or file, 
waere it remayneth yet to this preſent. You ſee (my Lordes). 
thariuſtice was well miniſtred by him which had ſworne the 
ſame to me, and to the Barons of this countrey. And theſe be 
the great aduauntages and profits, that I haue receaued from 
the houſe of Spaine : this is the foundation and groundworke 
of al their reproches: and vpon this is this infamous frame or 
building of Proſcription, ſtayed and ſetled. 

But if on the other ſide, I ſhould come largely to aye out, 
howe much the houſe of Spaineis bounde to my predeceſſors 
(for concerning my ſelfe I will as yet ſay nothing) [am afraide 
to enter into ſo great aſea, which I can nT__ ouer ig many 
monethes, whereforeI will touche onely the principall mat- 
ters,leauing vnto you my Lordes and to thereaders, the par- 
ticular ſearching and finding out of the ſaide boundes, in the 
hiſtories and auncient recordes of this countrey. 

He that of the houſe of Auſtriche, firſte came mto the lowe 
countreis, and that a longtime after that my predeceſſours 
helde therein, both Counties and Baronneis,was the Emperor 
Maximulian, then Archduke of Auſtriche, Nowe who know- 
eth not , that the Countie Engelbert my great vnck, was he 
who maintayned and vphelde the ſaide io 26. imploying 
his goodes, his life, and his witt,for the preferuationof him ? 
Was it not the Countie Engelbert, together with my Lorde of 
Romont,thatobtayned the vicorie of Guinegaſte, having by 
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men had broken therancke and order, by meanes whereof, 
the great conqueſt of King Lewis the eleventh was ſtayed and 
let,which thing dyd afterwardes, afſure Maxtmiltans ſtate and 
condition? Was 1t not he, which vpon his returne our of pri- 
ſon out of France, founde Maximilian wonderfully troubled 
in Flaunders,againſt my Lorde of Raueſtain,and thoſe of Bru- 
ges,who alſo preuayled ſo much by armes and by counſel, that 
a truce and concluſion was made, who was once againe the 
cauſe,to vpholde and mainteyne the ſaide Archduke,and who 
in like ſorte cauſed the accorde made with the inhabitaunts of 
Bruges,to be mainteyned,whereof cuen yet at this day, there 
do remaine notable markes and tokens, both of his fidelitie, 
and of the thankefulnes of the inhabitaunts of Bruges ? It is 
the veric ſame Engelbert, that ſubdued thoſe that rebelled a- 
gainſt him, about the borders of the Rhine,andeſtablithed the 
ſaide Emperour quiet in his countreis of Oultremeuze : that 
T may ſpeake no more of the daungerous voyages attempted 
for the ſaide Emperor,as that voyage into Brytan for the trea- 
tie of mariage betweene the ſaideLorde Archduke, & the La- 
die Anne heire of the Dutchie, and afterwardes rwiſe Queene 
of Fraunce, which matter he fo well followed, that all was a- 
greed and further proceeding thould hane bin made therein, 
fauing that my Lord Iohn Prince of Orange, tather of my Lord 
Philibert,daſhed all,and procured the mariage of the {aid La- 
dies confin germaine,with Charles the French king. And the 
merites and yalures of the {aide Lord Countie, were in thoſe 
conntreis ſo great, that he was made Lieutenaar general tho- 
rowe out the lowe countrie. 

The ſiccefſour and heire of the ſaide Lorde Countie Engel- 
bert,and of his goodes which he had in theſe countreis, was 
my Lorde the Countie Iohn of Naffau , his brother , and my 
creat yncle,and after his death,there ſucceeded him my Lorde 
the Countie Henrie my vncle,the eldeſt ſonne of the ſaid Lord 
Countie Tohn,and his heire in the goodes and poſſeſsions he 
had here in Brabant, Luxenbourg, Hollande and Flaunders : 
and ny Lorde the Countie William my father, was his heire, 
in the goodes and poſſeſsions which he had in Germanie. 
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No man can denie, that in his time there was anie Lorde in a!l 
theſe countreis, wholaboured more in the ſernice of the Em- 
perour Charles,than he. And tothe ende,I be notouerlongin 
reciting that which 1s ſo well knowne, I will onely in a worde 
tell you, that it was he, that put the imperiall crowne vpon the 
Emperours heade, hauing ſo earneſtly followed this matter, 
euen then,when the Emperour, inreſpe&ot his young age, & 
by reaſon of his abſence{for he was in Spaine) was not able to 
purſue the ſame, that he perſwaded the Princes Ele&ours to 
preferre the Emperour before the Frenche King, who ear- 
neſtlie laboured ro obteyne the {aide ele&ion. And as euerie 
one knoweth, that this imperial crowne was the bridge,which 
afterwardes made a paſſage ro the Emperor,to obtaine ſo ma- 
nie conqueſtes: ſo none can denie, but that the acknowledge- 
ment thereof, ought to be giuen tothe ſaide Lorde Countie, 
But can anie man thewe meat this preſent , ſo much as one 
marke or note of recompence, or one onely good turne that 
our ſtocke hath receaued from the houſe of Spaine ? Men may 
ſee in ſundrie places of theſe countreis, peeces of ordinaunce, 
with the armes of Hungarie vppon them , which the King of 
Hungarie gaue to my predeceſſors , in teſtinionie and remem- 
braunce of that their vertue and ftrength, which they had im- 
ployed and ſhewed in their ſeruice againſt the Turkes,certaine 
of which peeces were violently taken from me, & caried away 
by the Duke of Alua,out of my houſe of Breda, when he play- 
edthe tyraatin this countrey, and yet ſome of them remaine 
there to this day. Which thing I put downe to declare,that ſo 
long as theſe peeces ſhall laſt, ſo long alſo ſhall the notes and 
markes of my aunceſtours vertueindure,& thereſhall remaine 
allo, a notable teſtimonie which the King of Hungarie hath 
given them. But,as my predecefſours haue bin ſo noble, and 
by the grace of God,& the good gouernemet of their things, 
were neuer yet poore : ſo they neuer yet demaiided any thing 
of the Princes of theſe contreis,neitheryet receaued any thing 
as of free gift, and yet I am ſure, thatthe imperial Crowne at 
the leaft,deſerned forne one recompence or other. I conteile 
that the ſucceſsion of Challon, and of the Princedome of OQ- 
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range,was a great increaſe vnto our houſe, but if we be bound 
to any for thar, truly it is to the great King Frauncis,who gaue 
in mariage to the Lord myne vncle, the fiiter of my Lorde the 
Prince Phillibert, the daughter of my Lorde the Prince Iohn, 
who was nouriſhed and brought vp: with. Queene Anne, the 
Grandmother of the ſaid Lord King, & whoſe Couſin the ſaid: 
Princes was. And thus you here ſee (my Lordes ) the honeſtis 
and good behauiour of this Monarche of Fraunce. The Em- 
perour got and receaued his crowne by the paines and tra- 
uayles of my vncle : Frauncis the King(whoknew all,that the 
faideLord had done, for his Competitor, that is, for him that 
ſought to be Emperour as well as he)ceaſednot forallthat,to 
giue him this Princefle in mariage, who was not the ſuppoſed 
heire only,but the veric heire in deede of my Lorde the Prince 
Philiberr,the (aide King confeſsing , that he ought not to be 
difpleaſed with him, who had conſtantly followed that parte 
which he tooke vpon him to followe : In ſo. much that I may 
fay of him,as the Hiſtoriographers of his time ſaid, that it was 
an-aſſured teſtimonie of a noble andliberall hart in the Prince. 
Andalbeit,the Emperor had graunted ſome thing, to the me- 
morie of my Lord the Prince Rhene,& that (according to the 
haſt appointemient) he had graunted ſame extraordinarie pri- 
viledge and benefitvnto his will: ſhould this I beſeech you be 


a ſufficient recompence,yeelded to fo faithful and fo excellent 


ſeruices as he had perfourmed,who was ſo valiaunt and ſocou 
ragious a Prince, & had done for him ſo many duties, hauing 
by force of armes, not onely recouered for the Emperourthe 
damage of a battaile loſt, but alſo hautng againecoquered for 
him the Dutchie of Gelderlande, and in fine he him felfeyeel- 
ded vp his fpirite at the Emperours feete, and that for his ſer- 
uI1ce? | | : 

What ſhall T neede to ſpeake of Prince Philibert, who alone 
obtayned for him Lombardie, and the Kingdome of Naples, 
and with my Lord the Duke of Burbd, aſſiired him of rhe ſtate 
of Rome,and tooke the Pope for him as a priſoner: and to be 
ſhorte, hath ginen him a heape of alk excetlencie and bleſſed- 


'ncſle? Andyet nowe his ſonne will come, reproching the re- 
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membraunce of ſuch Princes,and will ſaie, that the Emperour 
hath executed juſtice totheir ſucceſſor and couſin ..Nowe if 
they of Naſſau had nor lined heretofore:if they of Orage,had 
not done ſo. many deedes of armes, before that the King was 
borne,he would nor haueput ſo many titles in the beginning 


of this Proſcription, by which he doth falſlie-& ſlaunderouſlie - 


pronounce me a trayterous and wicked perſone, which as yet 
neuer hath fallen out, and I hope neuer ſhall fall out in anie of 
my race. But letthem aunſwere me, by whoſe commaunde- 
ment the Cardinalt of Graundvelle,impoiſoned the laſt Maxi- 
milian the Emperor,whileſt he was the King of the Romans, 
Iknowe what he tolde me concerning that. matter , and that 
afterwardes he was ſo afraide of the King and the Spaniardes, 
that he was altogether fearefull, ro make profeſsion of that 
religion, which he knewe notwithſtanding to be the beſt.. 


He proceedeth and ſaicth, that he hath as it were m order of ,, 1. c:». 


ſucceſſion , continued and increafed more and more-my fiate and 
countenaunce haumg made me of his order, afterwardes Lieutenaitt 
generall in the governem:nt of Hollande, Zeelande, Virecht, and 
Bur gunaie, of bis counſelt of Eitate, and that he hath beftowed vp- 
por me ſundrie good turnes and honours. AS concerning bene- 
fites, Ecan not at any hande confeſſe it, vnleſſe a man will call 
the great expences that I haue bin art, as welk-for the ſeruice of 
the Emperour, as of the King, benefites . For they which li- 
uedatthartime, and ſpeciallie in the Kinges time;may wel re- 
member, howe the Courtalwayes was greatlie accompanied, 


with the nobllitie of ſundrie and diuers nations, and for the 


molt parte, with the nobilitie of Germanie. Nowe,cuery one 
knoweth, that my houſe laye alwayes open, and that ordina- 
relie I was to make the diſcharge and defraying of all char- 
ges, bearing the expences of the Court, with averic little al- 
lowaunce and order, that was made on the Kinges behalfe, 
Eueri2 one knoweth alfo-, the great andexceſine expences; 
thatT was of neceſsitie to bee ar in the voyage, in whiche 
both agaynſt my wilt, and likewiſe againſt ſundrie prote- 
ſtations made to the Emperour, and' alſo to the Queene of 
Hungaue, I was conſtrayned, to carrie the Crowne of the 
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Empire to Ferdinando the Emperour, and herevnto I was the 
more ynwilling , becauſeit ſeemed nor reaſonable vnto me, 
that I thould carrie from my Mailters head the crowne, whick 
in times paſt had bin {ett therevpon by my predeceffors. After 
this,I made the voyage into Fraunce, wherein I was ſent for 
one of the pledges,appointed for theeltabliſhement and exe- 
cution of the peace made at Chaſteau in Cambrefis, whiche 
brought vnto me alſo greatexpences and extreame charge,in 
{omuch thatI can in theſe three pointes (vnto which adde at- 
ſo the charges thatI was at,in the laſt warres,& ſpecially thoſe 
atthe towne Philippe .and Charlemont, where I was generall). 
verely aſſure you,that I ſpent more than fiftteene hadred thou- 
ſande Floreins, and yet notwithſtanding , the Chamber of 
account or Exchequor,may eaſely aſſure men of this, that I ne- 
uerhadſo much as one farthing,in recompence tor theſe ſer- 
vices : yea that being Lieutenaunt generall of the armie, I did 
not receaue for all charges, but three hundred Florins a mo- 
neth, which was not {utticient to pay the ſernaunts that pitcht 
my tentes : yea alſo if the Queene of Hungarie were yet aline, 


ſhe could wel remember,that which ſhe ſpake vnto me, when 


the Emperour ( perceauing him ſelte to bein the greateſt ex- 
tremitie that euer he was, partly by the power of Duke Mau- 
rice,and of William the Lantzgraue, and partly by the pow- 
ers of the Frenche King ) made the peace of Paſlan, with as 
great loſle to our houſe,which ſerned him with our great loſſe 
and charges,to preſerue the Empire for kim, as it had before 
obteyned the ſame for him. For, albeit in an open aflemblie 
of the Empire,the Emperour,being by the aduilc of the Elec- 
tours {et in his throne and Imperiall feate,had tndged, & that 
by adefinitine ſentence, that we ſhould haue the Countie or 
Earledome of Catzenellenboghen , with more than twoo 
millions of Florins for arrerage, he made notwithſtanding his 
peace with our loſle, putting,by the agreement of Paſlau, our 
aduerſe parties in the poſſe{sion thereof without anyrecom= 
pence given to vs. Which thing T propoicie not at this pre= 
ſent,to ſtirre vp againe anie contention, ſeeing that our houſe 
harh ſince that time,agrecd , with the moſt famous houſe wt 
ting 
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the Lantzgraues of Heſſen, whoſe good kinſemen and ſer- 
uauntes we are: bur to the end we may make the whole world 
to vnderſtand, the great benefits that we haue receaued, from 
the houſe of Spaine, and that euerie one may knowe,who it 1s 
that by good rightisto be taxed for ingratitude and vnkind- 
nes, And this (my Lordes) isnot the like firſte parte thatthey 
haue ſhewed vs. For my Lorde the Prince Rhene, beingat that 
tyme the eldeſt of our houſe, purſuing ſo courageouſly the 
warre of Cleue lande, the Emperour promiſed him, that he 
would nener conclude peace, with the Duke of Cleue lande, 
bur ypon condition, that he ſhould leaue vnto ys peaceablie, 
the thirde parte of the Dutchie of Tuilliers, which appertay- 
ned vntovs, by the ſucceſsion of my Lorde, the CountieTohn 
of Naflau my great vncle, and Margaret the Counteſſe of Iuil- 
liers and of Marck : notwithſtanding,perceauing him ſelfe to 
be the Conquerour, he made peace with him as pleaſed him, 
forgetting thar this victorie, was obteyned to his handes, by 
- trauayle and valiauntneſle, of my ſaide Lorde and cous 
in. 

As concerning the honours, which he ſaieth he hath done 
me, Iwill neuer denie,as I haue {aide heretofore, bat that the 
Emperour did greatlic honour me, whileſt he nouriſhed me & 
made me of his Chamber, by the ſpace of nine yeeres, and af- 
terwardes in my two firſtwarres, hauing appointed me 8: gt- 
uen me charge ouer all his ordinaunce, in theſe countreis. 
Andalbeit, that I wasnotthen one and twentie yeeres olde, 
yeathough Iwere abſent from the Court, at my Lordſhip of 
Bueren, notwithſtanding ( theDake of Sauoie attempting a 
voyage)the Emperour him ſelfe choſe me for generall of the 
armie, albeit that the Lordes of the Coiſel,yea & the Queene 
hir ſelfe, did preſentthereto ſundrie other perſons, whoſe ca- 
pacitie and vnderſtanding was verie great, as my Lordes the 
Counties of Bouſſu, of Lalaing, Martin van Rofſem , olde 
Knights andSouldiers, and the Coities of Arenbergh,of Me- 
ghem, and of Fgmont, who was twelae yeeres elder than T, 
All this notwithſtanding, albeitrhat no man named me, (as 
afterwardes they aflirmed to the Emperour) by reaſon of my 
youth, 
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youth, yet ſo it was, that it pleaſed the Emperour to chuſe me, 
for the reaſons whici then he declared, & which the Queene 
of Hungarie, inforcing me ro take the charge vpon me,cauſed 
me afterwardes to vnderitande, which alſo I like bettcr for 
this preſent time to conceale, than to declare, leaſt I mighe 
ſeeme, ouermuch to prayle,priſe, and eſteeme may (elfe, I faye 
yet more,that it pleaſed the Emperour.(my Lordes) then to 
cauſe me to come from the campe, when he declared vnto 
you, the will and purpoſe that he had to put ouer his king- 
domes,into the handes of his ſonne the King, and it pleaſed 
him yet further ſo much'to honor me, that he would not per- 
fourme this ſolempne a&in my abſence,yea.he preſented him 
ſelfe amongeſt you in your aſſemble, leaning vypon me by rea- 
ſon of his infirmitie, which thing ſundrie at thattime thought 
was a verie great honovr vnto me. Bur be it ſo, that ſince thar 
time, the King had beſtowed vpon 'me ſome honours, yet I 
cannot ſee, howe after anie ſorte he-can preuayle or get anie 
thing thereby, ſeeing that contrarie to all right and reaſon, 
yea contrarie to his owne othe, he hath gone about to take 
them from me. | 

As concerning the order, if the Emperour and the Col- 
ledge or companie of the Knightes thereof, hane giuen me 
their voyce, Iam no more bounde to him therefore, than to 
other Knightes, ſeeing it was neceſlarie for him to allowe of 
that, which the Colledge approued, euenas he him ſelfe kno- 
weth,that we,inthelait aſlemblic of the order, heldein theſe 
countreis,did,by pluralitie of voyces, without h1is aduiſe, and 
againſthis will, chuſe ſundrie Knightes of the order, and cau- 
ſed them ſo to be reccaued and accepted. But be it,thatT were 
indebted to him therefore, yet ſo farre of 1s it, that he may 
reproche or vpbraide me therewith, thaton the other ſide, he 
him felfe is to be therefore greatly charged. He hath ſworne, 
and itis alſo contayned m the pointes that concerne theor- 
der, that the Knightes of the order, ſhould betudged by their 
brethren, that is, them of the ſame order. Verely,it was ne- 
uecrin the power of Duke Philipp ſurnamed the Good, to in- 


force my Lorde Iohn of Luxenbourg , to forſake the othe 
which 
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which he had made, to the King of Englande, the ſaid Lorde- 


of Luxenbourgh, committing the determination of the mat- 
ter in controuerſie betweene them, to the Colledge & com- 


panie of the Knightes of the orders. But the brethren, which | 


the King hath appointed to my Lordes, the Counties of Eg- 
mount and of Hornes, to the Marques of Bergues & of Mon- 
tignie,for their triall, were porters, petiefoggers, and people 
of no account,by which alſo he hath cauſed me to be codem- 
ned, againſt all order and courſe of law,cuen as I haue hereto- 
fore proteſted, and haue alleadged'the inſufficiencies there- 
of, in the preſence of all' Europe .. In ſo. much, that hee 
him ſe!fe hauing done againſt his owne othe, and againſt the 


 ordersand articles of the Colledge or companie, he is at no 


handeto be hearde, in ſuch reproches as theſe are, wherein 
there are founde the ingraued markes , of his owne othe:-be- 


ing violated and broke. And befide,ifI ought to yeeld thanks 


to anie of the order, forthe gouernementes and other digni- 
ticsthar I haue, it muſt be to the Emperour, whoſe minde it 
was,& who had ſo decreed the ſame, before he wonld depart 
out of this coatrey,haning before known the duties thatI had 
performed,& my faithfulnes, namely in reſpe& of my ſeruices 
yeelded, in the gouernemet & guiding of his armie, wherein I 
haue for witnes,my Lord of Neuers,and the late ny Lorde of 
Chaſtillo Admiral of France, whoin deed made vs afterwards 
to know,that he was our aduerſe partie: all which notwitſtan- 
ding,they gained nothing (thankes be to God) vpo me, butT 
builded in deſpite of their beards,the town Philippe, & Char: 
lemot,albeitthatthe plague, did very ſtrogly affift our armie, 
As concerning the gouernemet of Burgadie,I can certainly 
aſſure al me,that I hanenotreceiuedany thing, but that which 
my predeceſſours haue art all times mainteyned, as appertay- 
ning vnto then by inheritafice, and in deede my TLadie Phili- 
bert of Luxenbourg (my Lorde the Prince Philibert hir ſonne 
being in Italie) cauſed the Eſtates of Burgundie to aſſemble 
and meet, in the Town of Nozeroy.. And becauſe that ſome 
thought it not meete and conuenient, becauſe my ſayd towne 
was vpon one of the Frontiers of the Countie of Burgun a, 
| | E C 
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ſhe aunſwered, thatſhe ment to mainteine the poſſeſsion, of 
the Lordes of the houſe of Challon,who were by inheritaunce 
Gouernours of the Countie of Burgundie. But be it whatſoe- 
uerit be, the behauiours of the King towardes me do ſutfici- 
ently declare, that he can not obie& vnto me theſe honours, 
which againſtall rules of honor, he goeth about to take from 
me, together with my life and goodes, having by violence ta- 
ken from me mine owne Sonne,againſt all lawe,either of God 
or man, yea againſt the priuiledges of the countrie, which he 
{ware to obſerue at his glad entraunce into it, 

As concerning the chardge and office of Counfellour of. 
Eſtate,I haue ſufficiently inough declared inmy defence made 
heretofore,in the yeere ſixtie ſeuen, that the Cardinall and 0- 
thers practifed this matter, that I might be called thereto, 
thinking thereby to cloake and couer them ſelues, onely with 
my authoritie before the people, and therefore I ought notto 
thinke my ſelf bounde vnto them for this,becaufe,that in do- 
ing this they ſought not ſo much myne aduauntage, as their 
owne profit. But ifrhey be deceaued of their hope, they muſt 
attribute ir, either to their owne want of capacitie, asnot be- 
ing able wiſely inough to order and dire& their enterpriſes, or 
els {whichin deedeis more true,for they dyd not want witt & 
ynderſtanding) that their wickedneſſe was growen fo great, 
fo apparaunt,and fo palpable, that no man was able to indure 
them, but that they were caſt out of the countrey, as a venime 
or poyſon,yea as apublicke plague. | : 

Nowe,for as much as they haue not onely direfted them- 
ſetues againſt my perfon, accuſingme of vnthankefulnes and 
vnfaithfulnes,but enen as rage and madnes doth cquallie byte 
the whole worlde,as wel the innocent as he,whom men indge 
culpable : ſo their petulancie, and diforder hath bin fo great, 
as that they haue deſired, to touche & taint the honour of my 
wife, by the blame which they ſuppoſeto laye vppon my laſt 
mariage : Tknowe not, whether I may indge them more to be 
condemned in impudeucie, orn beaſtlines, whileſt that theſe 
ſkilfull men, who boaſt them ſelues to be ſo good painters, 


knowe notas yet to praiſe that leſſon, which is ſo often — 
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and repeated,by the meaneſt ſchollers thar be, that is, that he 
that prepareth him ſelte to ſpeake euill ofan other man,ought 
to be exempted from all crime and taulte. For this argueth 
great impudencie and ra{henefle, if men knowe their notable 
taultes , and yet will notwithitanding paſle ouer their owne 
thornes and thiſlels, as if they were roles : or if they knowe 
them not, whart beaſtlines & blockiſhnes doth this argue, not 
to perceaue and ſee that, which cueric houre of a daye offe- 
reth it ſelte,totheir eyes and ſight ? They ſee cuery day before 
them aninceltnous king,which is one onely halfe degree,nigh 
vnto Iupiter,the huf bande of Iuno,his owne ſifter,& yet they 
dare reproch me, with a holy,an honeſt,anda lawtfull mariage, 
made according to Gods worde,and celebrated according to 
the ordinaunces of the Church of God. And againe I am here 
Iinforced to beſeeche you (my Lordes) not to thinke of me 
that,which as yet you haue neuer ſeene in me, to witt, that by 
their wicked ſpeaches,I am moued,to laie open theſeabhomi- 
nable biles,and to ſett before theeyes ot al the worlde,the be- 
nummednes and hardnes of ſuch conſciences, as theſe men 
carrie, but rather that it would pleaſe you to impute it, to this 
rage and deſperate madnes of the enemies of God,of the eni- 
miesof all Chriſtendome, and your enemies particularly,who 
are inflamed ſet on fire againſt me, for no otherreaſon, but 
for this,that they knowe, the great care, diligence, and faith- 
fulnes,thatI haue had for your preſeruation . He then, that 
hath maried his Neice, dare reproche vnto me my mariage, a 
mariagel faye, verie lawtull and according to Gods order. 


He I ſay,dare vpbraied me with my mariage, who (to theend . 


he might obtaine ſuch a mariage) hath cruelly murthered his 
owne wife,the daughter and liter of the kings of Fraunce (as 
I vnderſtande they haue in Fraunce,informations and inſtru- 
ions concerning that matter) yea his lawfull wyfe , the mo- 
ther of two daughters, the true heires of Spaine, as I doubt 


not, but that the Crowne of Fraunce ( the whiche heretofore _ 
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hath gizen the Crowne of Caſtille,to a baſtard of whom Phi- 


tip is deſcended, difpoſleſcing a tyraunt thereof, though he 
were lawfully borne thereto)thal haue no lefſe power,to main- 
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teyne and keepe it for the true heires, if God which is a iult _ 
'Tudge, and neuer ſuffereth ſuch wickedneſles vnpuniſhed, doo 


not take yengeaunce of itin his life time , deprining him of 


his eſtate, which thing he hath moſt rightly deſerued,although 
 he-had not committed anie other faulte but rhis inceſt, ac 


companied with ſo abhominable a murther. But you wil ſay, 
he hadadiſpenſation forit. From whom? From the Pope of 
Rome, which is a god in earth. Verely I belccue that, for the 
God of heauen would neuer haue coſented thereto, But what 
was the groundworkeand foundation of this earthly, heauen- 
lie diſpenſatio ? For ſoth this, that he muſtnot leave fo good- 
lie a kingdome without an heire: and marke wherefore there 
was added, to the former horrible faultes, a moſt cruell mur- 
ther, the father vnnaturally murthering his owne childe and 
heire,to theende that by that meanes, the Pope might hauea 
gapp open, to giue a diſpenſation, for ſo execrable an inceſt, 
abhominable to God and men. It therefore we ſaye, thatwe 
do reiecte the gouernement of ſuch an inceltuous king, the 
{layer of his ſonne,and the murtherer of his wife, who can iuſt- 


lie accuſe vs therefore 2 Howe many Kinzes haue there bin; 


which haue bin baniſhed and driuen out of their kingdomes, 
which had not committed ſuch horrivle crimes ? For as con- 
cerning Don Charles his ſonne, was he not to be 11 alllikely- 
hood,our Lord and Mailter? And though the father could al- 
ledge againſt his ſonnea1uſt cauſe of death, did not this mat- 
ter belong vnto vs,who had ſo great interelt therin,rather to 
judge thereof,than to three or foure Friers and Inquiſitors of 


. Spaine? Butit may be. that he made conſcience to leaue him 


for his heire, whom he kneweto be borne in vnlawfull mari- 
age,becauſe that at the time , that he ſeemed to marie the 
daughter of Portugale, the mother of Don Charles, he was 
miaried to the Ladie Iſabella Oſorius , by whom alſo he had 
two or three children , whereof the firſt was named Don 


K, - - go Pedro, and the ſeconde ſonne was named Don Bernardino: 
vvitncnela 
dic I{abel 
Oforius. 


of which mariage Rigomes the Prince of Yuoli, if he were 
lining, could giue a good and ſufficient teſtimonie, for he 
| Was 
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was the procurer thereof, whereby alſo he obtayned that 
great credite, and ſo much goodes in Spaine , the which they 
do at this preſent , vnkindlie ſucke and drawe from his wt- 
dowe, as it were with a ſponge. Nowe, if he haue ſo well be- 
haued him ſelfe, in that ſuppoſed niariage, that mariage alſo 
which he hath made with the daughter of Fraunce, hath not 
as yet bin more happie . For beſide the murther of the 
Queene his wife, it was alſo made noble, by an adulterie,cx- 


'celling all other adulteries, thatis, that he kept ordinarie and 


common houtholde, with the Ladie Eufraſia, who. being be- 
come great with childe by him, he inforced the Prince of Af. 
coli to marie hir, and at the ende of a certayne tyme, the 
poore Prince (as the miniſters of the Kinges tyrannie ſaye) 
died for griefe, becauſe, that hauing to ſtrong an enenue, he 


wasnot able to remedie this, but that an other mans baſtarde 
ſhoulde be his heire. But they that ſpeake more certainlie of 


this matter, affirme, that he receaued a morſell more eaſe to 
ſwallowe downe, than to digeſt. And yethe, who is decked 
with acrowne of three ſuch mariages, being I ſaye, him ſelfe 
three tymes ſuch a huſbande, dare vpbraide and reproch me 
with my mariage. | | 

But ſuppoſe thathe were not ſo defiled, and that we might 
coiit him tor a guiltles perſon, yet for all thatT feare him not, 
as though hewere able to reproche me with any faulte, and 
thankes beto God, I have notdoneany thing, but veriead- 
uiſedlie, and that by the counſell of ſundrie honourable, wiſe, 
and diſcreet perſons. Neither is it needfull, tha. te ſhould tra. 
uayle much iy that matter, wherein he hath no intereſt, but to 


beholde and ſee, and of which alſo Lam not bounde, to yeeld 


him any account or reaſon , For as concerning my wife that 
dead is, ſhe was alied toPrinces of verie great credit, to wyſe 
& honourable Princes, who I doubt not, but that they are fuk- 
lie ſatisfied in that behalf, & if I would enter further into that 
diſcourſe,I could caſely make it to appeare vnto him, that the 
moſt {kilfal ofhis doors codemne theſame, As concerning 
the mariage,by which Iam alicd at this preſct,albeit that thei 
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make the zeale, that they would ſceme to haue, to the tra diti- 
ons of the Romiih church,a bucklar and defence tor their do- 
ings, yet ſo itis , that they (hall neuer make anic man in the 
worlde beleeue, that they are more zealous for that Church, 
then my Lord of Montpeniier,my Lord my father in law, who 
maketh not profeſsion of his religion, as the Cardinall of 
Graundvelle, and ſuch as he are, do, bur as he thinketh, that 
his conſcience commaundeth him . And notwithſtanding, 
hauing well weighed that,which is alreadie paſt: and hauing 
hearde the aduile of ſundrie principall perſons, of the Courte 
. of parliament art Paris, aſſembled at Poitiers, for great and 
waightie cauſes : hauing alſo heard the aduiſe of Biſhops and 
DoGors, he hath founde out ar the laſt, (as ſuchis the trueth 
in deede) that not onely albeit there had bin a promiſe made 
on my wiues behalfe, yet it was none by lawe, becauſe it was 
made in\the time vnder yeeres, againſt the Canons and the 
ordinauntes of Fraunce, and the Decrces of the hi gh courts, 
yea againſt the Canons of the Counſell of Trent , to whiche 
myne enentie giueth and yeeldeth ſo great credite : but alſo 
that there was Nnecuer anie ſuch promiſe made, but ſundrie pro- 
teſtations rather to the cotrarie, which is apparaunt, by good 
informationsAnd inſtructions made, euen in the abſence of 
my wyfe. Andalthough this were not ſo,yet ſo it is, that Iam 
not ſo little conuerſaunt in good and holie docrine, but that ' 
] knowe, that all theſe bends of conſcience, laide vpon vs by 
men, can not be anie bonde atall before God , Neither can 
that hinder me which ſome ſaie, that it ſich a thing were per- 
mitted to a Lord of my coutenaunce, yet at the leaſt, the Pope 
ought to gine a diſpenſation for it. For it 1s long fince ( God 
be thanked for it) that I knowe verie well,of what value 1s this 
trafike of the diſpenſations from Rome: and fo farre of is it, 
that I will haue recourſe vnto him (who euen vnto this pre= 
ſent,hath procured againſt me all the miſchicfe he cold) that 
I hope verely,that as this good ſheapherde hath done to me & 
to all good people, the worſthe could : ſo God will give me 
grace,to promote the deftruQion of that miſticall kingdome, 
which he hath ſet vp in his denof Rome, by meanes w _ 
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he hath heretofore ruled ouer all the whole carth, cauſing 
Princes and Kings to kifle his pantofte or ſhoe, yea treading 
ynder his feet the Emperour. | 
They obie& vnto me allo, that I am a ſtraunger, as if the 
Prince of Parma, were a great countrey man , who was not 
borne in this cointrey, nor hath not a farthing worth of goods 
here, nor any title, who yet notwithſtanding, doeth with his: 
white ſtaffe commaunde, certaine verie euili aduiſed perſons, 
and who yeelde them ſelues obedient vnto him, cuen as his 
poore {laues . But what do they meane by the terme ſtraun- 
ger? Verely fuch a one,as is borne ont of the countrey, then 
if that be ſo, hee him ſelfe ſhalbe a ſtraunger as well as I, 
for he was borne in Spaine,a countrey which is naturally the e- 
nemite of the lowe countrey, and I was borne in Germanie, 2 
countrey which is naturallie a freend and fellowe to this coit- 
trey. They will aunſwere, thathe is a King, but I ſaye to the 
contrarie,that this name of King 1s not allowed of by me. 
Let him bea King in Caſtille,in Arragon,at Naples,amongeſt 
the Indians,and in euery place where he commaundeth at his 
pleaſure : yea tethim be a king if he will, in Ieruſalem, and a 
peaceable gouernour in Aſia and Africa, yet for all that Twill 
not acknowledge him inthis countrey, for any more than a 
Duke and a Countie,whoſe power is limited according to our 
priuiledges, which he {ware to obſerue, at his gladſome en- 
traunce. As concerning that which toucheth my ſelfe, it is 
plaine and maniteſt,that I and my predecefſours,froni whom 
I am deſcended in theright male line, haue begun more than 
two hundred yeeres ago, to poſſeſſe Counties and Barronnies, 
in the countreys of Luxenbourg, Brabant, Flaunders, & Hol- 
Jande. For about the yeere, a thouſande three hundred and 
fortie, my Lorde the Countie Ottho, of whom I am deſcen- 
dedin the ſeuenth degree, and whoſe eldeſt heire Iam, mart- 
ed the Counteſſe of Vianden, and ſince that time, the Coun- 
tie of the ſaide Vianden, departed not from our houſe, but 
we haue alwayes peaceablie enioyed the ſame, vnrtill ſuch 
time,as the king had vniuſtly diſpoſſefſed me thereof. Afﬀter- 
wardes, my Lorde the Countie Enzl:elbert, the firſt ſonne of 
the 
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the ſonne of the ſaide Countie Ottho, maried the Ladie of 
Leck and of Breda, from whom alſo, I am in the right male 
line deſcended, and that in the fifth degree. MaylI therefore 
by any good right, be called a ſtraunger ? And that I may faye 
nothing at this preſent time, of the goodes which I haue in 
Burgundie, where I haue (thankes be to God ) a verie good 
portion, maie I iuſtly be counted a ſtraunger ? And1leaue it 
to you (my Lordes) to 1udge, who knowe better our lawes, 
than anie people of the worlde, howe our Aunceltors haue y- 
ſed it, time out of minde, and whether the Lordes of Rave- 
ftain,of Luxenbourg,and of Saint Paule, of Neuers, of Eſtam- 
pes, and other Lordes, holding Counties and Baronneis in 
this countrey, were accounted for {traungers, and whether 
yet at this day, you account not as naturalles of the countrey 
all thoſe, which poſleſſe ſuch Lord{hippes,ſo that they wil take 
part with theſe countreis : and haue we not for that in deede 
an expreſſe lawe amongeſt vs, as well in Brabant as in other 
places ? For, as concerning the title of the Duke of Brabant, 
Countie of Flaunders and others, which he beareth and brag- 
geth of, albcit I confefle theſe dignities to be great , yet not- 
withſtanding, if he and his Spaniards knowe 1t not,they muſt 
learnethis,that the Barons of Brabant,with the good townes 
and cities of the Countrey,haue in deede(when the Dukes of 
Brabant haue ſo farre forgotten them ſelues, that they haue 
paſſed the boundes of reaſon ) verie well taught them, what 
was the power of the Barons,and generally of the Eſtates of 
the countrie of Brabant, Nowe it is manifeſt, that Iam deſ- 
cended from ſuch Lordes, as for ſundrie ages together, haue 
ofſeſſed the principal Baronneis and Lordihippes of Brabant, 
launders, Hollande,andLuxenbourg , But I hope, that my 
Lordes the Eſtates, haue ſowell begunne to declare vnto him, 
howe much he hath fayled in his dutie: and alſo that the ſaide 
Lordes will hereafter take him forth ſo good a leſſon, that the 
poore people of Sicilia, Calabria, Lombardie, Arragon, and 
Caſtille, will learne by our example, that this tyraunt ought 
not to be ſuffered on the earth : yea that the poore'people of 
Granata them ſclues, will knowe, howethey ought to _—_— 
Ucna 
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ſuch a tyraunt,whoin the time of the warre with the Moores, 
cauſed to be impriſoned, about an hundred marchauntes, in- 


- habitauntes of Granata,all of them being Chriſtians,of which 


the leaſt was worth, fiftie thouſande Ducares,andafterwardes, 


 byahurlie burly amongſt the people,cauſed then to be ſlaine, 


putting into his coffers all the goodes of thoſe poore people. 
And to be (hort,my Lordes the Eſtates (God ayding them)wil 


teache them, how ſuch muſt be handled, that will falſifie their - 


othes made and giuen to ſo good a people, at their joyfull en- 
traunce. | 

 But(my Lordes)ifI cometo proceede further, and ſhould 
beginne largely to laye out before you, the long timepaſt, in 
which my predeceſſours, had not onely their DOmeng here, 
but were alſo Lordes, and poſſeſſed great goodes,titles, and 


diznitics in theſe countries, I might ſaie vnto you, that atthe _ 


time that his predeceſſours, were Counties of Habſ bourg,8& 
remained in Switſerlande,myne were long time before Lordes 
of the Countrey of Gelderlande, whereof yet atthis preſent, 
there are remaining the armes of our houſe of Naſſau, for the 
armes ofthe Nuke of Gelderland,and we haue not (as itwere) 


. paſſing by ir, keptthe ſaide countrey in poſleſsion, bur, after 
 thatmyLordethe Countie Ottho, had maried the congurce 


and heire of the Voght or Regent of Gelderlande (for ſo did 
men name at thoſe dayes the Lordes of Gelderlande) which 
continued from the yeere 10 3 9.vntill the yeere 1 3 5 o, my 
predeceſſours were the Lordes, Counties, and Dukes of the 
Countrie of Ghelderlande, as yet cuen to this day men maye 
beholde the monumentes and markes thereof. And I afſure 
my ſelfe,that ſo farre of is it that he , that calleth me a ſtraun- 
ger, can ſhewe ſuch markes, that he had hig originall and be- 

inning from theſe countreis, that on the other ſide, his raſe 
m-the ſaidetime, was altogether vynknowne, inthe ſaid coun- 
rey. | 
Jad becauſe that he imployeth him ſelfe, to make a falſe, 
fooliſhe , and ridiculous declaration, conteyning as he ſay- 


 eth, the progreſſe and proceedings of my enterpriſe , becauſe 


that many amongſt you, when theſe matters were begunne, 
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were not of competent age to vnderſtande the ſame, or els 
becauſe you having not then intermedled in thepublike atfai- 
res, could not well ſee howe all thinges weredire&edand go- 

uerned by the craft of the Cardinall and his fmourens,and) by 
the counſel! comming out of Spaine, which alwayes ment to 
commaunde thts countrey, as it had done others, Spaine it 
ſelfe being in their opinion the head of our Lord(hippes, and 
we their ſubieces and ſclaues, I wil for theſe cauſes recite vnto 
you, how al things haue bin gouerned, by theſe goodlic heads 
and wiſe braines ( who ſuppoſe that the reſt of the worldeare 
as beaſtes in reſpec of themſelues) vntill they had brought ys 
within two fingers breadth of our deſtruction, and of a miſe- 
rable bondage, if God by his prouidence had not watched o- 


_ nervs, and had not deliuered vs from their cruelcounſelsand 


bloodie handes. And, asIhauehere necede, Idoonce againe 
beſceche you (my Lordes) of your patience, tocontinuewell 
and quietly to heare me, as you hauc alreadie done, & I doubc 
not, but that as many among you haue ſcenethe whole,orels 
ſome parte of my aces and behaujours, or els haue vader. 


_ ftoode it from theirTathers , and other good people, whiche 
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haue bin witneſſes thereof : ſo hauing hearde me,ye wil as ea- 
felie iudge my wordes to be as true, as thoſe of mine enemie 
are falſe and " Satorw—h I willnot (my Lordes)recite vato you 
anie thing of that, which Thaue ſeenein the Emperours time, 
not becauſe I did not perceaue fundric matters ſet out 8& pra- 
Etiſed by the Spaniardes, which I approued not as good, and 
of which I did not ſuffictently conceaue, that the diſcaſein 
proceſſe of time , might growe ſo farre, that in the ende it 
ſhontd be veric neceffarie to vſe, aſtrong and powerfull medi- 
cine, and to purge the countrey, from theſe pernitious and 
hurtfull Spamithe | derpoang But becaufe Iwas not able then, 
by reaſon of myne age and the little expericce I had,to knowe 
the deepe malice of the Spaniardes and their adherentes, I 
could hardlie perſwade my felfe,that we ſhould be inforced to 
bring, awhot yron to this cancker of Spaine,orelstq come fo 
farre,as to roote it out.But after that, together with my age, I 
began to be of a more ſetled and ſoundeiudgement, I _— in | 
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in deede acontrarie opinion, and deliuered the ſame t6 ſan- 


dric others, which nener xnewe ©I thinke, that the rage and 
crueltie of the Spaniardes, could proceede fo farre : tor no- 
thing fell out, by which I might hauc verie particular know- 
ledge, of theircruell,conetous, and proude naturall difpoſiti- 
on, but I certainely and afſuredly looked for the ſame long 
time before. Iwill therefore let paſſe that time,which cometh 
not alſo at anie hande to be compared, in any manner of dif. 
order and tyrinie with that, which hath ſince fallen outin the 
time of the king his ſonne, not thatthe Spaniardes were then 
better, than they are at this preſent : for, amongſt the Indi- 
es and in other places, where they;commaunded abſolutely, 
they ycelded to cuident aproofe, of their peruerſe , naturall 
diſpoſition,and tyrannous affe&ion and will, But their ambi- 
tion and ptide,was in ſome ſorte reſtrained, by the good affec- 
tion that the Emperour bare to the ſubiees of this countrey: 
8& becauſe alſo, thar theſe prouinces were full of braue Lords, 
wiſe and valiaunt men, ſauoring of their auncient nobilitie, 
(and would to God they had children like vnto them) whiche 
ſeruedin ſteede of a bridle againſt their infolencie, and of a 
countermure againſt their pride & raſ{hnes, I will then come, 
to the time which inſued, becauſe alſo that he, who was the 
hcire of the goodes, though not of the vertues of thatEmpe- 
rour, is he that cometh to aſſault me,after an order more than 
barbarous and tyrannicall. | 
The Emperour of moſt noble memorie, and the Queen 
Marie, ſeeing their affaires and buſineſſes ſo impaired by the 
meanes ofa cleane contrarie iſſue, of the warres of Germanie 
(which fell out otherwiſe then the Pope & the Spaniardes had 
romiſed to them ſelues) whileſt that the Frenche king, was 
Joyned in league, with ſome of the chiefe Princes of Germa- 
nie, his Maieſtie I ſaje,was inforced to agree with his enemie, 
his affaires ſtanding in ſuch condition, thatdeſpairing of his a- 
bilitie to keepe his owne countreis, he purpoſed to withdrawe 
him ſelfe into Spaine,and there to lead a priuatelife,after that 
-he had yeelded vp all his kingdomes, Landes, and Lordhips, 
-and had laide them vpontthe perſon of __ ſonne, And albe- 
_ 2 it, 
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it,that the King, becaufe of the condition of his owne eſtate, 
had necde to vpholde his fubie&es, in good will and affe&ion 
towardes him,(of which thing alſo he had moſtexpreſſe com. 
maundement from his father) ſecing, that of the meanes and 
valure that they had, there did wholie depende, the ſauegard 
of the countrey, and the maintenaunce of his owne honour : 
yet, whether it were by reaſon of the nouriſhement whiche he 
had in Spaine, or by the counſellof thoſe, which then did,and 
euen to this time haue poſſeſſed him, I knowe not, he hath al. 
waies foſtered in his;hearte, aminde to make you ſubic&, ta 
a certaine ſimple and abſolute bondage, which they call,a ful 
and whole obedience, depriuing you altogether, of your aun- 
cient priuiledges and liberties, that they may difpoſe of yon, 
our wiues, and your children, and handle you, as his officers 
haue done the poore Indians, or at the leaſtas they do, the 
people of Calabria, Sicilia, Naples, and Millaine;whileſt th 
remember not, that theſe countreis, are not countreis atchet- 
ued by conqueſt, but come for the molt parte by they way of 
patrimonie, or els ſuch as _— gaue vp them ſelues ynto 
his predeceſſours, vnder good and lawfull conditions . Bur it 
is likely that he did it by the aduiſe of ſuch, as ſerued the Em- 
perour his father, and the King his great vncle, in ſteede of a 
foundation, the better toreare vp, the building of the king- - 
domes and Lordſhippes , to which we ſee, the houſe of Au- 
ftriche hath atteined, it being at this day, without all contra- 
uerſie,the greateſt, & the mightieſt of all Chriſtendome, And 
this affection in him,was not but to much made manifeſt, im- 
mediatly after the departure of the Emperour,as if the Lordes 


that then liued,did yet remaine amongſt vs,they could yeelde - 


you ſufficient teſtimonie thereof. For euen ſo foone as he was 
coſtrained toenter into wart with the French king,colidering 
the power of his enemie,ad alſo the wife aduertiſements of the 
Emperor,if he had had bur one only fparke of good & ſincere 
affection, towardes theſe countreis,he ſhould ar the leaſt haue 
mainteined, his ſubie&s in good deuotion & affe&tio towards 
him.Bur in the middeſt of his great affaires (ſo diforderous & 


vnruly was thedeſire he had to plaicthe tyrait) hegaue forth F 
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a moſt ptaine & moſt certaine demonſtration of hisenill will. 
The Emperor,who(my Lords)knew better,then any Prince or 
man ofthe world, the arrogant and proude nature of the Spa- 
niardes,andit may bealſo,the inclinatio ofthe King his ſone, 
and on the other fide,the ſtate of this countrey, & whatſocuer 
might deſtroy 8 preſerue it, did ſeriouſly aduertiſe his ſonne, 
that ifhe kept his pride of Spaine, he ſhould diligently foreſce, 
that he were not the cauſe,of the vtter ruine: and deſtruction 
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of this eſtate, which could not long ſuffer & endure, this ſame _ 


proude gouernement, which the Spaniardes exerciſe in cuery 
place where they can. And he gaue him this exhortation, in 
the preſence of the late my Lord the Countie of Boſlu, the fa» 
ther of him thart laſt deceaſſed, and in my preſence alſo,andin 
the preſence of ſundrie other Lordes of his chamber, of which 
fome are yet atthis dayliuing. But neither the authoritie and 


commaundement of his father, nor the profit ofhis owne af= 
faires, nor iuſtice, nor his othe, (whiche yer notwithſtanding ._ 


doth keepe in the moſt barbarous nations):were able in anie 
thing,to moderate and reſtraine, the naturall diſpoſition and 


affection that he had,to tyriniſe ouer vs,but on the otherfide, 


as though he had bin aboue all lawes, priuiledges, and liber= 
ties of the countrey, yea andabouecquiticand iuſtice it ſelfe, 


he hath broken all bondes,thathe might outrage in all maner 


of ynreconcilable hatred and crueltie. 

Atthe fame time,you(my Lords) grained vnto him the aide 
which was called Nouenate, by meanes of which aide, and by 
the valiauntnes and wiſe gouernement of the Lords & nobles, 
of this our countrey,and of fundrie braueLords and ſouldiers 
of Germanic, his affaires were ſo well and fo blefledly guided, 
thar after the winning of two battailes,the taking of townes, 
an1priſoners of great calling, and that in great number alſo, 
heinforced his enemie,to accept a peace, as vnprofitable for 
the Frenche king, as it was honorable and profitable for the 
King of Spaine. | 

And if it be lawefull for me to ſpeake anie thing of my 
ſelfe, if hee haue but one droppe or ſparke of gratitude and 


kindenefſe inrhim , hee cannot den'e , but that] was one 
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of the principall inſtrumentes and meanes , to cauſe him to 
come to ſo excelient, and to ſo profitable a peace, hauing pri- 
uately treated thereof, with my Lordes the Conſtable, Mont- 
morancl, and the Maruhall of Saint Andrewe, at the inſtant 
requeſt of the King, who aſſured me, thatthe greateſt ſeruice 
thatT could performe vnto him in this worlde, was to make a 
'' peace, andthat he purpoſed to haue it whartſocuer it coſt him, 
becauſe he ment to go into Spaine. But ſo farre of was it,that 
eyther heor his counſell,conſiſting of Spaniardes, and of cer- 
taine other perſons of this countrey ( who alwayes continued 
11 hatred againſt you, your libertie and the whole lande) did 
take in good parte,cither this ſo good an aide, or the happig 
execution that inſued thereof, that on the other ſide, they 1ud- 
d this ſuccour and aide, to be a fault of hie treaſon againſt 
is Maicſtie, and for the which you (and aboue all other, the 
The! late my Lorde of Lalaing)had incurred, by good right, the ſen. 
elare L. ' 7 
of Lalaigne Tenceof puniſhment. And why fo ? Becauſe you (my Lordes) 
and all the would not agree to anic thing, without the aſſemblie of the 
—_— Eftates generall, and becauſe you ment, to cutt theEtalents of 
Se byike theſe harpiesand Rauenours of Barlemontes, and ſuch like, 
$paniardes. When you decreed, that the money ſhould be diſtributed by 
your commiſsioners, according to the conditions propoun- 
ded vnto them. Bcholde in deede two great faultes, the one 
for ſoth was, to demaunde a meeting and an aflemblic of the 
Eſtates. For in aſmuch, as it ſerueth fora bridle and a barre 
vnto tyrannie, itis acrime,ſo much the more hated of tyraits 
(whoare the deuourers of the people, and enemies of their 
ſ\ubieces, and of their owne crowne) as this noble afſemblie, 
is loued,honoured,and reucrenced, of true Kinges, true Prin- 
ces, and ſuch as arethe good fathers of the people, becauſe it 
iS in deede the true foundation of an Eſtate, the afſuraunce of 
the common wealth, and the onely peace & quietnes of Prin- 
ces. The other fault will neuer be pardoned, for theſe byters 
of the people, living with the blood of poore people, haue ſo 
longtime made account of their thecueries and ſackings,that 
they ſnppoſetheir ſpoyles,to be as good, and asan aſſured re- 
'uenewe (yet much more frutfull) as their fieldes and gardens 
GE: Hl an 
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and diſſembling the true cauſe of the miſchiefe, whiche they 
hide from thetr Princes, they ſecke pretextes and cloakes in. 
Aattering of them, and in lyirig vnto them, to harden. and ta 
ſet onfire,their heartes againſttheir ſubiees. . I haue ſcene 
(my Lordes) their doings,I haue hearde their wordes, I haue 
bin a witnes of their aduiſe, by which they adiudged all yore 
death, making no more account of you, than. of bealtes, if 
they had had power to haue murtheredyou, as they doin the 
Indies, where they haue miſcrablie put to death, more than. 
twentie millions of, people, and haue made defolate & waſte, 
thirtic tymes as much lande in quantitie and greatnes , as the 
lowe'countrieis, with ſuch horrible excefles and ryottes, that 
all the barbarouſneſles, cruelties, and tyrannies, whiche haue 
euer bin comitted, are but ſport, in reſpec of that, which hath 
fallen out vpon the poore Indians, which thing, cuen by their 
owne Bilhoppes and Docours, hath bin teft in writing,and,to 
make the King without excuſe beforeGod and men, the hiſto- 
rie thereof was dedicated vnto-him, by one of his owne ſub- 
zeces, in whom there remained, as it ſhould ſeeme, ſome ſmaT 
ſparke of juſtice. From that time then (my Lordes) I, and o- 
therLordes, and ſundric of the beſt & wiſeſt perſonages, both 
of the nobilitie, and of the common people, thought it good, 
to cauſe (if we could) the Spaniards tadeparte out of the coit- 
trey, thinking in deede,that, albeit there were yet remayning 
ſome corrupt bload amongeſt vs,as vercly we ſee, ther is more 
remayning then were meet,which did proceede, from this in- 
feed race,of the contagion of the fathers,who ſerued atthar 
time,the ambition of the Spaniardes,and followed the Cardi- 
nalls buſineſſes, yet nonrihficntiog that the betternumber, 
andall the Lordes of the greateſt credit and countenaunce, 
would be enemies to this Spaniſhe tyrannie. But, partly tha- 
rowe other bufineſſes, and partly, by reafon of my voyage, 8: 
the going of ſome other Lordes into Fraunce, whether we 
were ſent for hoſtages, as alfo to be preſent at the Frenche 
Kinges daughters mariage, the buſineſle it felfe was interrupe 
red, and the perfourmance thereof hindered.-Nowe fo farre 
of 15 it (my Lordes)that I will denie a great part of that,w ep 
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is ſet out againſt me,thatTI account it on the other ſide;,a great 
prayſe for me,and will (it may o fall out) tellyou more there- 
of, than mineenenues knowe, and the more that they ſhall 
write againſt me, and giue ateſtimonie of their furie and en 


. . tions harte againſt this countrey,the more wil I reioyce here- 
 in;thatithath pleaſed God, toſhewe me this grace, to be an 


ayder to cutt of the courſe,of this vnmeaſurable tyrannie,an 
by thar meanes alſo, to haue bin an aſsiſtaunt, to the manife- 
ſtation and opening, of the true Religon. | 
They ſay, thar from the time that the King turned his foote, from 
theſe lowe countreis, [ hane by ſinsſter praftiſes, ſleightes and ſubtil« 
ties, aſſayed to gett the good willes of the Maltortentes, and of ſuch 


perſons, as bane bin greatlicindebted, haters of Inſtice, deſirous of no< 
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welties, andiÞecially of thoſe that were ſusÞefted tobe of the relignd, 
As concerning them that had the knowledge of the religion,I 
confeſſe, that I neuer hated them. For, ſeeing that fron the 
cradell, I was nouriſhed therein, and that my-Lord my father, 
had lined and died therein, hauing driuen out of his Lord- 


jews abuſes of the church : who is he, that will thinke 


it ſtraunge, that, if this doarine were after ſuch ſorte ingrauen 
in my heart, and had taken ſuch deepe roote therein,it ſhould 
comezn good timegto bring forth hir fruites ? For,ſeeing thar 
Iwas ſolong time brought vp,in the Emperors chamber, and 
beingofthe age to beare armes, I was cuen then preſently in- 
wrapped,with great charges in armies: for theſe reaſons Iſay 
(and conſidering the ſcarcitie of good education that we had 
in refpe& of religion) it was no maruetle, though Thad then 
in my head,the feates of Chiualrie,hunting, and other exerci- 
ſes,whichyoig noble men vſe,rather than thoſe things,which 
concerned my ſaluation. And yet notwithſtanding I confeſſe, 
thatT haue great occaſion to prayſe God,that he hath not ſuf- 
fered,this holie ſeede to be choked, which he him felfe hath 
ſowen in me, andI ſaye moreouer, that I neuerliked, of theſe 
cruell executions, of fier,of {word,of drownings, &c. whiche 
wereat that time verie common, againſt thoſe of the religion, 
as the ſcriuener or painter (for ſo he nameth him ſelfe) of this 
infamous Proſcription,calleth them, Wherein, albeit he flax- 
Dp ter, 
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ter, lic, and ſlaunder altogether in other places, he hath not- 


withſtanding ſpoken veriewell in this behalte, ſaying, thoſe 
whom hecondemneth to be of the religion, as in deede it on- 


ly deſerueth this name by excellencie , which thing allo, the. 


trueth it ſelfe hath wrong from his owne mouth , {o great is 
the ſtrength and power of the ſame trueth . But, when as I 
being in Fraunce, had vnderſtoode by King Henric his owne 
mouth, that the Duke of Alua, ſought and ipake of the mea- 


nes, to roote out all thoſe, that were ſuſpe&ed to be of there-. 
gion, in Fraunce, and in this Countrey, and thorowe out all 
Chriſtendome : and that the ſaide Lord King (who thought, , 


that, as I was oneof the Commiiſsioners for the treatie of 
eace, and had had ſpeache with him of ſuch great matters, 
bo I was alſo of thatreligion) had declared vnto me,the groid 
of the counſell of the King of Spaine, and of the Duke of 
Alua, I, rothe ende I might not be, of leſſe eſtimation with 
his Maieſtie, as though he would hide any thing fro me, aun- 
ſweredin ſuch ſorte, thatthe ſaide Lorde King,was not decea- 
ved in his iudgemet, which alſo gane him occaſion, ſufficient- 
ly inough jto diſcourſe vato me ſo much, as that thereby I 
might vnderſtande,the ground of the purpoſe of the Inquiſi- 
tors. I confeſſe, that I was at that time, in ſuch forte mooued 
with pitie and compaſsion,towardes ſo many good pools, as 
were appointed to {laughter,8 generally towardes this whole 
countrey, to which I was ſo much bounde, & into which they 
ment to bring in an Inquiſition worſe & more cruel, than thae 
of Spaine,yea that there were nets laid,to catch,cuen the very 
noble men and the Lords of the countrey,as wel as the comon 
ROI that they whom the Spaniards and their ad- 
erentes,were notable to ſupplant by any other way, might 
fall by this meanes into their hands,fro whence it was impo(- 
Gble to eſcape, becauſe, that a man could behold nothing els, 
- buta very laberinth,whereby they might be codemned to the 
fire: I,ſcing T ſay theſe things, do confeſſe, that from that time 
forwarde, I did carneſtly attempt to helpe to driue out of the 
countrey,this vermin of the Spaniards, & Ido notrepent me, 
thatT hauc done it, but iudge rather, my and my Lords my 
com- 


The coliſeff 
Of the Kin 

of Spaine & 
the Duke of 
Alua, to 
roote out 
tho7? of the 
religion,c6s 
municared 
to the Frech 
king, & by 
the ſaide L. 
King, tothe 
Lord Prince 


of Orange, 


The enter 
priſe of the 
Lordes, to 
cauſe the 
Spaniardes 
to departe 
out of the 
Countrey. 


T:urz Arorocnre Or Tur 


companions, which fauoured this ſo laudable an enterpriſe, 
haue done adeede worthie of immortallprayſe, and which in 
deede had bin altogether accopliſhed; and we by that meanes 
hadatchieued the vpheaped.meaſure of honour, if, after their 
gripes, we had as well ſhut the gate againſt them, ſo that they 
mightneuer after haueentred in againe vppon vs, as we haue 
ſince founde out and had the meanes to. purge the Counttey- 
of them. And I ſaye yet ſomewhat morejvnto you(my Lards ); 
and I wiſhe that the whole counſcll. of Spaine, yea that the- 
whole worlde ſhould vnderſtandeit, that if my brethren-.and: 
companions ofthe order, and of the counſell of Eſtate , had: 
likedrather to ioyne their counſelles with mine, then tomake- 
{o good and cheape a market of their own lines,atof vs would 
haue imployed,our bodies and goodes , thatwe might haue 
hindered the Duke of Alua and the Spaniardes, fromentring- 
againe intothe Countrey : and I am yereuen at this preſent 
content, that they ſhould vnderſtande, thar, as alreadic one 
parte of the countrey , is ſcoured: from this filth, inſomuch 
that there is nottherein any remembraunce thereof, except it- 
be of their bones : ſo I will not ceaſe, by the power of God, 
andby the aſsiſtaunce of your fauour, (which I hope will ne-. 
ver faile me,) toimployeall the power that T haue , with yow 
(my Lordes) to-purge the whole countrey in generall, fron 
this vermine, and to cauſe them-and all: their adherentes, ro. 
paſſe from-hence ouer the Moittaignes , thereto trouble their- 
ewneCountrels if they will, and to-ſifferys to liue here, in- 
peace and quiet poſleſsion,of bodies, goodes,andconſtience, 
Whereforethey are deceaued'verie much , when they thinke, 
that I attempted this worke, aftertheir departure out of this 
countrey. For I did it then, whe I was in-Fraunce;euen a hun- 
ting with the King, whileſt they them, ſelues were' here, and I 
ceaſed nor, till that by the meane,of the late Ladie of Sauoie, 
of moſt noble memorie,lI hadobtaynedleaue;to come againe 
mto this countrey, vpon my faith and' promiſe gitien, tore- 
turne againe to Reins, at the coronation of King Frauncis 
the ſeconde, and being come hither, I pronoked not bancke= 
routes, but good and honourable people, and of thechiefe -- 
mo 


PaxInct Or ORANGE. 


moſtnoble perſonages of the countrey, in the name of the E 
' ſtates to'demaunde, that the Spaniardes might be inforced to 
withdrawe themſclues-: which thing was at the laſtexecuted; 
and the enemies-may:remember (afthey will) who were thoſe 
good, and honourable perſonages, that brought them that 
moſt Wy meſſage, who when they ſhall ſhewe them- 
ſelues, the aduerfſaries thall knowe and confeſle, their impu- 
qencies and flaunders. | | 
Bur as concerning that which they faie, that Twas the prin- 
cipall authour of the ſupplication preſented and offered yp, I 
wall in deede tell you ( my Lordes) the whole matter, thats, 
that hauing once perceaued,that the miſchiefe was growen ſo 
farre,that there was not nowe any more queſtion, of burning 
onely the poore people, which ſuffered them ſelues to be cat 
into the fire, but, that ſundrie of the beſt nobilitie , and of the 
principall men among the people, murmured thereat: I fea- 
ring ſome daungerous iflue, as I had ſeene before mine cyes 
Fraunce it ſelfe to haue endured, a daungerous accefſe of ciufl 
watre, for the like occaſion : and doubting leaſt we ſhould be 
aſſailedin this countrey with the like diſeaſe, which common- 
ly hath moſt daungerous accidentes, and effe&es,more harde 
to heale, than the diſeaſe it ſelte, as alas we do ouer much ſee 
itatthis daye : ſeeing Ifaye, theſe thinges, in reſpe& of the 
bonde wherewithT was bounde by reaſon of my — and; in 
reſpe& of my dutie towardes the countrey, I befought my 
Lordes my brethren, and companions, the Knightes & prin- 
cipal Counſelloures of the Eſtate , to afſemble together at 
Hoochſtraten, with purpoſe to declare vnto them, the appa- 
raunt daunger wherein the countrey was, to witte, of falling 
inte ciuill warre, and that this was the true and onely meane 
to hinder it, that we, who by reaſon of our degrees and offi- 
ces, had authoritie in the Countrey , ſhoald take the matter 
into our handes,and ſo to vſe that remedie, which we ſhoulde 
finde moſt agreeable, for the countreis good, and onely to 
bring to paiſe, that the Cardinalles creatures (who ſought no- 
thing, buteffuſion of blood, banniſhmentes, confiſcation of 


goodes, and to be ſhorte, woundes and murthers) ſhould not 
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dedle therein,which had brought an aſſured deſtruction to the 
coutrey, but rather that thoſe which thought itnot meer, thar 
men thould burne others according to their accuſtomed or- 
der, ſhould not want a guide, who might lett and hinder him 
in hisattempts. And albeit, I ſhewed them very many reaſons, 
to cauſe them to condeſcende to my counſell, and that I had 
added thereto (beſide the good will which was betweene vs) 
the aduiſc alſo of my Lorde the Countie of Schwartzenbour 
my brotherin lawe, and the Lorde George van Hol, who ha 
at thattimeverie great credit with the Lordes, for the euident 
and excellent ſeruices, whiche they had perfourmed to theſe 
countreis: yetit was not in my power to obtaine any thing, & 
this murtuall fight one of an other,did not profit me any whitt 
at all, ſauing for a teſtimonie to all theworlde, that then, ſce- 
ing the miſchiefe a farre of, which nowe we ſee preſent vppon 
vs, I did ſeeke all the good meanes I could,topreuent & turne 
away the ſame, But they of whom I haue ſpoke, who thought 
theſe perſecutions heard,and who ſawe not ſo long as they en- 
dured, any aſſured reſtin this conntrey ( which thing alwayes 
falleth out in ſuch like affaires ) began and laboured to pro- 
poundeand broche newe enterpriſes, which, by reaſon of the 
offices I had, I founde out a meane to diſcouer : yet for all 
that, fearing leaſt ſome moſt daungerous euent might inſue 
therevpon,and ſuppoſing that this watewas the moſt milde,8&: 
verielawelike or lawfull, I confeſſe,that I thought irnot cuill, 
that the requeſt was preſented, which thing fo farre of is it, 
thatT minde todiſſemble,or coular ouer, thatI cont it a moſt 
great profit, both for myne owne honor and reputation, and 
alſo for the ſeruice of the King andthe countrey,forif the wiſe 
Counſellors of the King,had bin ſo well aduiſed as to yeelde 
therevnro, there had not inſued ſo many miſeries, by whiche, 
there wanteth but a litle, but that the whole countrey had bin 
conſumed. Bur ifthey deſire to knowe, the true & the nigheſt 
cauſe of the ſaide requeſt, and of that which followed therevp- 
pon,let them aſſcribe it to their inſatiable crueltie, which was 
not content, with the intollerable rigor of placardes and li- 
CENCES 
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cences, bur following the example of that foole Roboam, 
and belecuing the counſell of an vnwiſe woman,of a Cardinall 
the Popes creature, andother ſuch like, they ſaide, the father 
hath. corre&ed you with roddes, but the ſonne will chaſtifſe +4. pus 
you with ſcorpions. Wherevpon there was ſet out, amoſtear- ches of Pare 
neſt purſuite, concerning the receauing of the newe Byhopps, ma, a_— 
( whowereſetvp bura litle white before)thar is toſay,ſoma- -_ dvelle 
nic tormentours,toburne the poore Chriſtians, then were the yvere the | 
priuiledges troden vnder feete, and by whom ? Verely by a cauſe of all 
paſsionate woman, who was yet notwithſtanding armed, with. yur 
the viſar of a Kings power, and with the treaſon, periuries and: joyvecouns 
ſubteltiesof aCardinall. BeholdelI fay, theſtithic or andvile treis, 
(my Lordes ) vpon which was forged all the cuill that inſued, 
to wit, becauſe they yectded nor,(as requiſite and neceſſarie it 
was) to therequelt preſented by the nobilitie, wherin I know, | 
and I may proteſtit,before God and before you (my-Lordes) 
thatI did not therein commit any thing againſtmyne Honor, 
and mine othe,but I aduertiſed the Dutcheſle, 8& al the Lords 
of the Counſell, of the great inconueniences which afterwards 
fell out,inſomuch that all the,miſchicfinſuing therevpon,muſt 
be imputed to them ſelues. For ſo farre of is it, thattheywo 
harke to me,that thei thought on the other ſide that x 
founde,a matter or meane fit for toexecute that, whiche they 
had along time purpoſed and fer before them, that is toſaye, 
that after tharthey had deſtroied them, that were ſuſpe 
be of the religio,they might afterwards the more eaſch 
thereſt,vndera miſerable and intollerable bondage. A 
only were they admontſhed by me(my Lords)bur alſo fundry; 
publike,and particufar admonitions were giuen them by di- 
uers others, both good people and fouers of the countrey,yea 
and louers of the King alſo more then he deſerued, and they 
did in good time aduertife hin, of the daunger to come, and 
what was the Kinges dutie, by reaſon of his othe, of his ob- 
ligations or bondes, and of the conditions vppon whiche he 
was receaued and admitted for Lorde of theſe Countreis, as 
alſo his aunceſtours were before him. 
My Lord the Coiitie of Egnond kim *!f,was ſentinto Spaine, 
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To ſhewe the ſaid aduertiſements, vnto the Kings. own perſon; 


which notwithſtanding ſo farre of wasit thatit could profite 
aniething,tharthe ſaid Lord Countie on the other ſide being 


_ deceaued, vnderthe coulorof the wordof aKing (which ats 


terwardes coſt him veric deare ) brought letters alrogether 
contrarie to that, which the King from bis owne mouth, had 
giuen him in charge to ſpeake, in fomuch that then he was in- 
torced to confeſfle, thatl did before his iourney well foreſee, 
that which ſhold come thereof. And yet theſe ſchollers of 
Machiauell, would here bleare our eyes , with theſe goodlie 


| ſhewes of loyaultie, fidelitie, naturall clemencie, and ſuch gol- 


den and glorious wordes,andyet notwithſtanding they make 
no difticultie,to playe with the othes which they take, & with 
the wordes that they giue,to men of ſuchqualitie and counte- 
naunce. Beholde then,the authours,promotors, and framers 
of the troubles,that haue fallen out by reaſon of the firſt re- 
queſt or ſupplication, and you haue vnderſtoode (my Lordes) 
that this was the coun{dl that I have giuen therein. +: 

As concerning that which they ſpeake, ofthelate my Lorde 
the Countie Lodowick my brother, they ſhould do better, to 
leaue ſo good a Knight in peace and vnnamed, than to ſpeake - 
of him, ſeeingtharhe was much more honeſt then they, and 
without compariſon a better chriſtian, and I make no more of 
this that they call him Hereticke, then our Lorde leſus Chriſte 
did, when as good people as ourenemies are, called him Sa 
maritane. 

As concerning publike preaching, which after their maner 
they call herericall, you your-ſelues (my Lordes) do ſufficient. 
ly knowe, by whom and howe they were brought in. And al, 
beit,that I had not at that time ſo much credit with them, as 
thatthey would demaunde my aduiſe therein, neither in deed 
did I cuer counſell them : Notwithſtanding, the matters be. 
ing come to ſuch termes, I confeſle that I wasof aduiſe , thar 
the Dutcheſſe of Parma ſhould yeelde vnto them, wherein if 
haue giuen ill counſell,then that which followed afterwardes, 
doth at the leaſt ſufficiently declare, whether thoſe that ſup 
poſed my counſel] to be naught, haue yerie well Re 
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Maſters affaires and buſineſſes, but rather God hath mani«- 


feſtly ſhewed, that albeit he do for a time correct his own chil» 


dren, yet he neuer leaueth, a periurie ſo well- qualified and no-- 
torious, as that of the Kinges & the Dutches.of Parmes was, 
without greeuouſlie puniſhing it; to the ende thatalthe world: 
may knowe,that he ſaieth not without cauſe, that he will not 
holde him guiltles, whoſhall take hts name in vaine. | 

As concerning the beaters downe of Images, and other diſ-. 
orders, I beleene (my Lords)thar there is none amongſt you, . 
buthe knoweth well inough; tharſuch wayes and manners of. 
doing, pleaſe me-no:whit atall, andthat many of them, who; 
ſhould haue aided & ſuſteined me, haue on theother ſide with. 
great iniurie torne meinpeeces, becauſe;I would neuer con-. 
ſent, that fuch things ſhuld be done, without ſome ardinaice 
and decree of the Superiours and Ganernours,  \ 

: They haue nobetter foundatio, then ſuch as you haue heard. 
before, far this that they faye, chat. the pronidence and wiſe go- 
uernement, of the Dutcheſſe of Parma was ſo great, that I was im- 

forced to depart out of the comntrey. Tt may be,that they ſhoulde 
fay ſomewhat,if they would ſace, that the deceites of the Dut-. 
cheſſe & hir periuries, were the caufe thereof: or if they would. 
ſpeake, of the ſmall reſolution, and of the ouer:great cafineſſe- 
to belccue that ſome had, who- looked: continually for the: 
hangmen and tormentours, and of the oner: great. affe&tion,, 
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thatl and other greatLordes had towards the King,who per-. 


ſwaded my Lordes of Berghes, and of Montignie to:go into» 


Spaine, ſuppoſing,that for their good ſeruices,8& the nobilitie: _ 


of their race, the King him ſelfe would be content, to-vnder-- 
ſtande by their mouth, that which was neceſſarie-for the pre-- 
ſeruation of the countrey, rather than ta heare it by the Spa-- 
niardes : but feeing that they were intreated in-ſach forte, as 


euery one knoweth; I thought, that I had iuſt occaſion, more: 
nighlie to take heede vnto-my ſelf, than before. If they would 
fay theſe things were the cauſe; they ſhould ſpeake ſome peece- 
of the trueth. Bar Twas reſolued zyeere.before;to depart and 
to glue vp my offices, as appearerh by letters written with-the- 
Kinges owne hande;and which I haue alſo toyned to:this pre 
F\ | ent 
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- ſent writing, which doth ſufficiently ſer our, the falſhode of 


their ſpeache, And if any man would knowe, why a yeere af- 
terwardes I withdrewe my ſelf into Germanie, my detence pu- 
bliſhedin the yeecre ſixtie ſeuen, doth ſufficiently declare the 
Caules thereof, to witt, ſpecially becauſe I would not conſent, 
thatthe Spanilhe Inquilition,thould be receaued into my go- 
ucrnementes. By reaſon whereof, I reſigned them before, in- 
to the handes of the ſaide Dutcheſlſe, with full purpoſe to liue 
in peace and quietnes, with my kinsfolkes and friendes, loo- 
king when it would pleaſe Ged, either to gjue the King better 
counſell,or, if he did yet waxe worfe and worſe,when it would 
pleaſe God him ſelfe to open a gate', to deliver this poore 
countrey, which I ſawe plunged, into a bottomleſſe depth, of 
miſchicues and miſeries. For, who can without being woun- 
ded with wounderfull griefe, rehearſe the baniſhementes, the 
taking awaic of goodes, the impriſonmentes, the tormentes 
endured, the {undrie fortes of horrible and miſerable deaths, 

wherewith theſe bloodie people, (ſurmounting in crueltie, 
Phalaris, Buſyris, Nero, Domitian, and all tyrauntes) have 


| perſecuted the poore ſubicRes of this countrey ? And not- 
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withſtanding theſe thinges, I ſeeing no meane, to comforte 
them ouer this miſerie, did holde my ſelfe peceable & quier. 
And, becauſe in this Proſcription they ſac, that I was at the 
leaſt offered it, whileſt that the laſt treatie helde at Colen la- 
ſed: they ought to know, that they ſhould be contented with 
my voluntarie baniſhment, andnot to purſue me any further, 
ſeeing in deede, that I gaue them to vnderſtande,by a man of 
countenaunce and avi, who yet 1s liuing, that if they at- 
tempted, to touche myne honour and my goodes,they would 
conſtraine me, to take ſuch order for my affaires as I might. 
Bur, as madd people, after that they could not drawe me by 
their honied and flattering wordes, the Kinge alſo thinking, 


The Cofitie to buſie me by ouer honelt letters, which yet notwithſtanding 
of Bueren, T did plainly perceaue to be full of deceit, they direQed theme 
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ſelues, firſt to my young ſonne, a childe anda ſcholler, and a- 
gainſt the priuiledges of the Vniuerſitie, they tooke him vio- 
lently from Louain, yea,after the exhortation and declaration 

made 
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made by the Vniuerſitie, that barbarous fellowe Vergas, aun- 
{wered barbarouſlicin falſe latin : Non curamrs veitros privle- 
$t0s: we regarde notyour priuiledges , After this, they caried 
him out of Brabant,againſt the priuiledges of the Countrey, 
and againſt the Kinges othe, andthey ſent him into Spaine, 
that ſo they might remoue him from me, who am his father, 
and euenynto this preſent, they keepe this innocent,in harde 
and cruell priſon, inſomuch as, if they had done me no other 
iniuric, Iſhould be vnworthic, not only my ſtock and the name 


which I carrie, butalſo of the name of a father, vnleſle I did 


umploye, all the witt, and allthe meanes that God hath giuen 
me, to aſſaic to deliuer him out of this miſerable bondage, 8 
to recouerif I could, ſuch a wrong. For I am not (my Lords) 
ſo vnnaturall, that I feele not the affe&tions of a father, ney- 
ther yet ſowiſe, but that oftentimes the griefe, of ſolong an 
abſence of my Sonne, docth preſent and offer it ſelfe tro my 
ynderſtanding. And yet they were not content, but, againſt 
all order of tuſtice, they apprehended my brethren , and pur- 
ſued me with ſummoninges,ſeaſementes of goodes,and thruſt 
me on, eucnas itwere by force, to attempt ſundrie thinges, 
whereof I my ſelfe neuer thought : they put the proceſſe of 
meand my companions (againſtthe articles ofthe order, and 
againſt the othe of the King, who was the chiefe thereof) into 
the handes of Tknow not what porters and petiefoggers,who 
werenot meete to be, groomes or pages, to my companions 
and me: they doo degrade mee : they doo deprine me of my 
goodes: they do condemne me to death.And is this any other 
thing, than to free me from myne othes ? and to ſet meatli- 
bertie, to come out, to afſaulte myneenemie, by all the mea- 
nes that G o Þ ſhall giue me ? Beholde then, howe, when I 
ſeeke nothing but quietneſſe, they ſtirre vp trouble, I ſecke 
peace, and they prouoke me to warre . And what warre ? 
A warre attempted to deliuer my childe, to preferue my life, 
to recouer my goodes, and, whiche is more deare than all, 
to defende myne Honour . And yet, T doonot here pro- 
pounde vnto you (my Lords) any thing of that,which concer- 
neth the comon cauſe, and belongeth vnto the generall State. 
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This then (my Lordes) is that, which theſe men ſleightly paſſe 
ouer, and vnder ſilence as it were, anq4 which of fer purpoſe 
they omit,as in deede not ſeruing much for their purpoſe . IF 


+ then, Inot being the Kings naturall ſubie& (which thing alſo 


he him ſelfe ſaith) if I being ablolued from mine othes, by this 
vniuſt proclamation and ſentence : IfT hauing ſo iuſt a groad- 
worke, by force to demaund my ſonne and my goods : If I ſay, 
T had driuen him, not onely out of the lowe countrey, but alſo 
out of all his landes and Lordthippes,yea and though I did de- 
fire to make them mine owne, ſecing that againſt all right and 
equitie,yea againſt his own othe, he hath by force conſtrained 
me,to attempt ſo neceſſarie a warre, euen then, when with alt 
my power I did auoyde it, and hath done me all theſe outra- 
ges, and that at the verie ſelfe ſame time, or a little after,when 
by his owne letters written with his owne hand, he yeelded me 
ſo great, and ſolemne a teſtimonie of faithfulnes,as no man in 
the worlde could deſire a greater, as appeareth by the copie 
of the letter hereafter inſerted, whois he ( the premiſes being 
rightly conſidered) that can accuſe me of any other fault,then 
this, thatT framed my felfe to much to the time, before thatT 
would takearmes, and that I would not enioye that, whiche 
the lawe of warre, and of al nations yeelded vnto me,vnto me 
I ſay, who am borne a free Lorde, and who haue this Honour, 
tocarie the name and title, of an abſolute Prince, albeit that 
my Princedome,be not of anie greatlength or largenes? 
Burt,ſeeing that the ſpeciall foundation,and groundworke 
is this, thatT haue taken and borne armes againi{t my Supert- 
our, I am likewiſe content, toenter intothis matter,wher they 
ſhal finde themſelues to haue as good fonndations,as in other 
places. Andin the firſt place I would faine haue them to tell 
me, by whattitle King Philippe, the heire of the baſtard Hen- 
ri: of Caſtille, poſſeſſeth the kingdome of Caſtille, & of Leon ? 
For it is moſt manifeſt, that Henrie his predeceſſour was a ba- 
ſtarde, who rebelled againſt the lawefull heire, who was his 
owne brother & Lord, whom alſo heſ{lue with his owne hand. 
What right then ortitle had this baſtarde being the Kinges 
great Graundfather ? They aunſwere, that Don Pedro was a 
tyraunt, 
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tyraunt,and in deede I cofeſſe, that commonly they give him 
the name of cruell. Burt if by this title Philippe holde Caſtille, 
why dothnot he perceaue, thatmen may by the ſame mea- 
ſure,driue him out,that hath chaſed awaye others ? And if 
there haue neuer bin,any more cruell tyraunt, who hath more 
proudliz,and with leſſe coſideration violated , the priuiledges. 
of the countrey, then Philipp him ſelfe, ſhall not he be much 
more ynworthie,to beare, & to weare the Crowne of Caſlille, 
then Don Pedro? For,at the leaſt Don Pedro was not an ince-. 
ſtuous perſon, nor a ſlater of his Sonne, nor a murtherer of 
his wite . Andif ſome will ſaye, that this concerneth me no- 
whitatall,I am content to come yet ſomcwhat more nigh, al- 
beit that I haue not purpoſed, to ſtaie my ſelte vppon that, 
which I ſhall preſently ſpeake vato you . But ſuppoſe, that I 
did take vp armesSagainſt him,and that he were ſimplie my ſu- 
periour, and thatTI were borne his ſubie&(which yet1s notſo, 
euen as he him ſelfe confeſſeth it) what ſhould I doo but thar, 
which his predeceſſor had done, againſt the Emperour Adol- 
fus of Naflau, his Superior ? Euerie one that knoweth neuer 
ſolirtle in the matters and affaires of Germanie, knoweth, how. 
Albert the firſte Duke of Auſtriche,of thatname and race(for 
before he bare the title, of the Countie of Habſbourg)armed 
him felfe againſt the ſaide Lorde Emperour my predeceſſour. . 
And albeit, irwas Gods will, that the ſaide Emperour ſhould 
dicin the battell,yet I know, what the wiſeſt writers hauequd- 
ged thereof, albeit that Gerrard, then Biſhop of Maience, the 
principall authour of that conſpiracie, ment to colour & darc- 
ken the ſame. And verely, if a man will ſomewhat more nigh- 
| ly looke into the ſtorie, he ſhall finde, that this fation was ſet 
vp by Pope Boniface (of whom it is ſaide, he entered into his 
Popedome as a Foxe, he raigned as aLyon,& died asa dogge) 
becauſe the Emperour would not acknowledge him for ſuch a 
one,as he ſaid he was, and therefore; he ſtirred vp againſt him 
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Albert, who was alreadie much diſpleaſed againſt him, becauſe 


Adolfus was preferred before him, in the ele&ion tothe Em- 
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But who is he, that would willingly reuerece ſo wicked a man, 
whoin his Iubilie, cauſed to be caried before him, in the ma- 
ner of a triumphe, two ſwordes, cauſing him, that caried one 
of them, to crie, O Chriſt beholde thy Vicar on earth, and the 
other, to ſay, O Peter, beholde thy ſuccefſour ? And verely, 
hauing committed ſowickeda feate againſtthe Emperor,and 
hauing Albert at his commaundement, he was purpoſed, for 
thelike con{ideration, to doas much to the French King, cal- 
led Philipp the faire, giuing his kingdome to the ſaide Alberr, 
and cauſed him to be named King of the Romains and of 
the French men. But he founde the preeſtes of Fraunce, leſſe 
readie to ſerue him, and lefle able to helpe him,and the whole 
kingdome ſtirred vp, by the learned Orations of Maſter Peter 
Coignieres,and a reſolute King who cauſed his foolehoad(for 
ſo the King called him in his letters) to be taken at Anania, by 
one of the Lordes, and he the eldeſt of the noble houſe of Co- 
lonnes, and by a gentleman of Languedoc, named Nogaret, 
who brought him to Rome,where allo they put him to death, 
as he had moſtiuſtlie deſerued the fame. Bur, as I haue faide, 
Iwill not ſtaye my ſelfe vpon theſe foundations, but niinde to 
come to the mutuall bondes,which are betweene him and vs. 
Let vs the pur the caſe,thatal this,were neither ſo nor ſo.Doth: 
not he verie wel know,that if he be Duke of Brabant, I, by rea- 
ſon of my Baronneis,am one of the principal members of Bra- 
bant-? Doth he not know wherein heis bound to me, my bre- 
thren and companions,and the good townes of the countrey? 
Hath he forgotte vpon what coditions he keepeth this eſtate? 
Doth he no longer remember his othe ? Or it he thincke vpo 
it,doth he ſo litleregard that which he hath promiſed to God 
and the countrey,and that vpon conditions tied to his Dukes 
hatt or garland ? It is not needfull (my Lordes) that I ſhould 
here ſet out vnto youthat, which he hath promiſed vs, before 
that we tooke any othe vnto him, for ſundrie amongelt you 
know the ſame: But becauſe that others ſhall ſee, this my de- 
fence, I was very willing, to call to your remembraunce, the 
ſumme of his othe. You knowe(my Lordes) wherevnto he is 
bound, and that it is not in his diſpoſitis,to do agate” 7 
| et 
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liketh of,as he doth in the Indies, for he cannot hereamongſt 
vs,by violence inforce,one of his ſubiedtes onely, to any thing 
whatſocuer,vnleſle that the cuſtome, of the benche of the iu- 
ſtices,where they dwell, permitthe ſame. He may not, by anie 
ordinaunce or decree, alter or chaunge, after anie forte what- 
ſocuer, the eſtate of the countrey, He muſt content him ſelfe, 
with his ordinarie and commonrenenewes : he may not cauſe 
ro be leuicd, noryetexaR any impoſitions or taxes, withour 
the good will, and expreſſe conſent of the countrey, and ac- 
cording to the priuitedges thereof : He can not bring fouldi- 
ers into the Countrey, without the conſent thereof : He maie 
not touche nor deale with the decrying or imbaſing of mo- 
ney, without the conſcnt ofthe Eſtates of the Countrey : He 
can notcaufe anie ſubie& to- be apprehended, without infor- 
mation made, and knowledge firſt giuen,by the Megihen of 
the place.: Hauing anie for apriſoner, he cannot ſend. him out 
of the Countrey. Ibeſceche you (my Lordes)do you not ſee, 
hearing only this ſame rehearſed, if the Baronsand Nobles of 
the coatrey,who by reaſon of the prehemineces,& the charge 
of the armies, do-not oppoſe them ſelues, Iſay,not only when 
theſe articles are violated, but whe they aretyrannouſly trode 
ynder foote,8& when not one article, but all, & that not once, 
but a thouſand thouſand times, are broken-& corrupted, not 
by the Duke onely, but by barbarous and fauage people : Da 
you not ſee, I{aye, that if the Nobles, according to their othe, 
and bonde, do not inforce the Duke,to yeelde equitic and iu- 
ſtice tothe Countrey, that they them {elues ſhould be con- 
demned;of periurie, vnfatthfulneſle, and rebellion againſt the 
Eſtates of the Countrey ? And as concerning my ſelte, I haue 
in deedea particular reafon,and which taucheth-me yet more 
nighe, thats, that contrarie vntoall the faide priuuledges, I 
was deprived of all my goodes,without obſerving any forme 
or order of juſtice therein. But that which fell out in the per- 
ſon of mySonne,the Countie of Bueren, is fo euidenta teſti- 
monie, of the enemies diſloyaultie and vnfaithfulnes,& of the 
tranſgreſsion or breache of the priuiledges, that no man can, 


with any good reaſon doubt,why I hauetaken vp armes. _ 
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Andin that, I was not able at the firſt time,to take faſt foo- 
ting in the countrey, which he vpbraideth me withall, whar 
newe thing hath bertithed vnto me, which hath not fallen our 
vnto rhe greateſt Captaines of theworlde? Yea,cuen vnto him 
him ſelſe , who hath ſo oftentimes entered, and that with ſo 

eat and mightie armies,into Holland and Zealand, and yer, 
with a handful! of people,and by the ayde of my Lordes the 
Eſtates, of the ſaide proninces, he hath bin ſhamefully driuen 
out of the {aide countrey, and that great Captainethe Duke of 
Aluaand his ſucceſſours,without hauingat this day,in the ſaid 
countreis, one foote of lande vnder his diſpoſition, and: go- 
uernement,as by your good ayde, I hope that ſhortly, he ſhall 
not haue any inall the reſt of the countrey . To be ſhort, by 
his othe he meaneth, that in the caſe of gaineſtanding him, 
we ſhould be no longer bounde vnto him, neyther yeelde him 
any ſeruice or obedience, as appeareth by the laſt article, If 
then I be not bounde ynto him : If Towe him not any more 
ſeruice or obedience,why is he ſoraſhe,as to ſaic, that I haue 
taken vp armes againſt my Lord? Certainly betweene al Lords 
and Vaſlailes, there is a nutuall bonde , and this ſaying of a 
certaine Senator to'a Conſull, ſhalbe alwayes prayſed: If thou 
doeſt not account me for a Senator, I wil not account thee for 
a Conſull. But betweene Vaſlals there is verie great difference, 
ſomeremayning without compariſon in farre greater libertie, 
than other ſome, aswe are in Brabant, hauing ſuch large pri- 


uiledoes and rightes, that we may freelie make & giue, graiits 


in our landes;ſo rhat,excepting the homage which we owe,we 
cannot haue any thing more than we hauc. And amongeſt 0- 
ther rightes and priuiledges we haue this,to ſtande our Dukes 
in that ſteede, thatthe Ephoriat m_ did their Kinges,thar 
is to ſaie, to keepe the Kingdome {ure,in the power of agood 
Prince, and to cauſe him to yeelde equitic, which ſtood againſt 

But ſome will ſay, that there is a condition annexed, thatis, 


that we ſhalbe ſolong freed from our othe, till he haue amen+ 


ded the faulte. But what if he will neuer amendeit? If after 


the Emperour Maximilian, and the Princes of the Empire ens 
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rreat him;and make interceſsion for vs, that it woulde pleaſe 
hin to vnburden the countrey:for a ful aunſwere,ſome would 
fate vnto them,rthat they ſhould meddle with their owne mat-- 
rers, and that the King knoweth wel inough, how to gouetne. 
his ſubieRes : If, after infinite declarations,by the meſſage of 
verie noble Lordes of this countrey, we do requeſt himto da 
vs iuſtice,he proudly reie& our requeſtes,and put to death the 
faide Lordes, and ſuch as he can take, cauſeth them to paſle 
thorowe the hangmens handes, and purſue the reſt, by all vn- 
worthie and cruell meanes : If he bring in vppon vs newe ar- 
mies, vtterly to deſtroye vs, (hall we tarie alwayes looking for 
mercie, yntill ſuch time as the Spaniſhe crueltie, ſhall haue cur 
of from vs all hope of reſpite ? But he will nowe amende the 
fault, and hath ſent meanes therefore, by the Lorde of Selles : 
alfo he hath diſallowed theDuke of Alua. We ſhall ſee al theſe 
thinges in their order. For the preſent I am contented to de- 
Clare, that by good reaſon I haue take vp armes againſt him : 
Firſt, with the Eſtates of Hollande and Zeatande, and after- 
wardes with you (my Lordes ) that he is foreſworne againſt 
the whole countrey, and inrefpe&of me, againſt the articles 
of the poinRes of the order, againſt the priuiledges of Bra- 
bant, in taking away my Sonne, and carying him into Spaine, 
depriuing me of my goodes and dignities, hauing ſet me ſuf- 
ficiently free from myne othe towardes him, and declaring at 
this preſent, his verie baſe heart, and yet notwithſtanding ty- 
rannous,publiſhing this cruell and barbarous Proſcription,as 
the heape of all injuſtice and vnworthines.. - 

Nowe (my Lordes) fith it hath pleaſed him, to ſtretch out 
his fpeache vnto the times which followed, I minde verely to 
enter thereinto alſo, and that the more willingly,becauſe that 
I haue donenothing of that, whereof hereafter he accuſeth 
me: bur firſt, by the aduiſe and confent, of the Eſtates of Hol- 
lande and Zealande,and afterwardes by yourconſent in gene- 
rall, ſothat if there haue bin anic faulte committed, it ought 
notto be imputed to me, but rather I ſhould be greatly pray- 
ſed, becauſe T ſerued you fo well & faithfully. I will then come, 
to the accuſations that remaine, bat it ſhalbe with this condi- 
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on (my Lordes) thatT may, as heretofore haue done, largely 
rehcarſe,and plainly ſet out, that which he maliciouſlic omit- 
teth, tothe ende he might couer his wicked and cruell heart, 
and yet neuertheleſſe ceaſeth not, to cauſe it to be publiſhed, 
by certaine ſmall ſlaunderouslibelles. 

I haue (my Lordes) obſerued,that all this accuſation, or ill 
ſpcache rather, which followeth afterwardes, is diuided into 
two partes : the one touching that,which was ioyned with the 
comming of the Duke of Alua, and which followed thervpon, 
and ſpecially concerning that , which after my comming into 
Hollande and Zealande,was executed, by my gouernement, 8: 
my Lordes the Eſtates of the ſaide Countreis : The other, is 
that which hath fallen our, ſince that God opened your cyes, 
by the meane ofthe pride and outrages of the Spaniards, and 
that you publiſhed them,and their adherents, for rebelles and 
enemies to the countrey , that ſo you might atthe laſt deliuer 
this poore countrey,from this accurſed raſe. Wherefore I will 
followe the ſelf ſame order. And firſt Irender thankes to God, 
that euen by the verie ſilence of myneenemie,you'(my Lords) 
do knowe, and I hope, that all the worlde ſhall knowe, that I 
was not ſo much as {uſpeced, to hane applied to mine owne 
profit, ſo much as one onely pennie,of the pablick coyne : for 
though in other thinges,as you haue alreadie begunne to ſee, 
they haue not ſtuck art it, to ſett out falſe accuſations, and to 
charge me, with ouer manifeſt launders : ſeeing alſo, that they 
do notobie& vnto me, theleaſt ſuſpition of couetouſnes,they 
do ſufficiently thereby declare,not only, howe free Iam from 
that faulte, butalſo,albeit they them ſelues be impudent, and 
in very deede my deadlie enemies : yet they durſt never obie& 
againſt me, this fault wherewith commonly, the Gouernours 
of Prouinces, are either wrongfully or rightly charged. But, I 
thanke God, I haue long time ago learned, that he which go- 
uerneth and commaundeth others , ought aboucall things to 
haue cleane handes, and euen voide if it may be of all ſuſpitt- 
on, which was the cauſe, that euen from my youth,I vnburde. 
ned my ſelfe, of the charge of the treaſures, which was moſt 
gladlic recciued & accepted of others. And albeit (my _— | 
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that itwas atno hand needfull, that I ſhould make mention 
of theſe thinges, whilelt I ſpeake vnto you, who knowe, that I 
neuer had the handling of one onely pennie of the publike 
treaſure : and as concerning this, that it hath pleaſed youto 
appoint mie ſo much, as well in reſpe& of my Eſtate, asin re- 
ſpect of the extraordinarie charges of the warre, you knowe' 
howelitle I haue receaued thereotf : and of the meanes, which 
_ yet Thaue, howe I haue therewithall mainteyned and vpheld, 
ſundrie great charges, ſince that Ientred into your ſeruice : 
which I donotwithſtanding not impute, to the want of your 

ood will rowardes me, but to the codition of the time wher- 
1n weliue, But ſith, that by the ſecret confeſsion of mineene- 
mte, I may hane ſuch an aduauntage, I minde not to paſſe it 
ouer ynder ſilence, tothe ende-I might cauſe, certaine ſmall 

Serpentes that are amongeſt vs,to vnderſtand, that they ought 
to be aſhamed, to haue ſpread abroad, either againſt their co- 
ſcience, orels thorowe a certaine extreame follie and madnes, 
thar which the verie enemies: who haue conſpired againſt me 
and the countrey, haue as yet neuer bin ſo impudent;as to ob- 
ie& againſt me : perceauing in deede, that in propounding 
ſuch a matrer, the brightneſle of the trueth , woulde diſco- 
uer the filthineſle of their life. ID 

Secing then, that they place me in ſo goodlie a field, as to 
declare not what haue done, but what the Eſtates of Holland 
and Zealande haue done, by my ayde and ſeruice,I refuſe not, 
euen before you my Lordes, and before all the men in the 
worlde, to enter into account with them : bur alſo, fith that 
you are the chiefeſt Iudges , of that whiche is done in this 

Countrey, it is more than reaſonable, that you ſhould regard 
that, whiche they haue vniuſtly perfourmed , in all the 0- 
ther Proninces , whileſt that my Lordes the Eſtates of Hol- 
| lande, Zealande, and I, did ſtande in fieede of ſtaies and 
hinderaunces, vnto the courſe of their-enterpriſes.;and at- 
temptes. — 

. Firſt they ſaye, That [praftiſed to retwyne, into Hollande and 
Zealande. Though it were ſo, what other thinge didT, bug 
that whiche my duetic required? And if I dyd enter vppon 
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ſo good a foundation, as I haue heretofore laide out, into the. 
Countrey with an. armie, why ſhould I haue; made anie ſtaye, 

to enter into that, which. was of myne owne gonetnement, 8& 

whervnto.I was more ſworne and bounde,and wherein hold 
the chiefeſt degrees of Honour, amongeſtthe Nobilitie ? Bur. 
ſo farre of was I, from attempring ſuch matters,thatan the 0-. 
ther ſide, I amreadie toſhewe the letters both of the princi- 

pall. Gquernours of the townes, and of the principatttownes 
themfelues, by the which I was called, forthe delweraunce of = 
the countrey, againſt the tyrannie of the Spaniardes, & name- 

ly ofthe Duke of Alua. And as concerning the promiſes that TI 
made, at my entraunce thereinto, and namely that they ſaye, . 
that I promiſed the ſaide Eſtates to. maintcine them, if the: 
Duke of Alua would preſſe them, with the tenth and twentith, 
pennie, ſhall neuer be founde true, but this rather, that I came: 
the-ſeconde time, openly and in armes into the countrey,that 

I might deliuer it, from —_ whiche then oppreſſed 

them, not onelyin reipeG of the tenth pennie, but, for a thou- 
ſande ether fortes of more than barbarous crueltie, and ſpe- 
cially, forthe great ſlaughter,that the Nuke of Alua the made, 
of the poore inhabitauntes of the ſaid cquntreis, And as con- 
cerning that, that they ſaie, that theecclefiaſtical Romaniſtes, 
were perſecuted by me anddtiuen from their goodes, and an 
other religion brought in, I neede my Lordes for this no o- 
ther defence, but that which you your {clues knowe thereof, 
to wit, that the whole chaunge, which inſued therevpon, was 
rather a worke of God, then of men. You knowe, hqawe often 
T haue bin accufed, thatT did oner coldly fet my ſelfe againſt 
the aduerſaries : that I did ſuffer them to much : and that I 
ſhould be the cauſe of the ruine of the countrey, becauſe I was 
ouer ſloweto chaſe them away, and to roote them out . And, 
when thequeſtion was, to ſende ſome of them packing, you 
knowe the daties thar I perfourmed, to the ende that euerie 
one might line in peace, and one of them with an other . But 
the Eſtates,which at the firſt, thought ir fit and profitable, for 
the preſernation of the countrey, that both the one and the 0- 
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ſhſoleficies, atteniptes, and treaſons, of the enemies which 

were mingled aimongeſlt vs, that their Eſtate was in daunger, 

of an vnavoydeibleruine, viileſle they hindered theexercile of 

the Ro:nane religion : and they perceaued , that thoſe that 
madeprofeſsion thereof, at thelcalt the preeſtes, had taken an 

otheto the Pope, (as they do in cuety place where they come) 
which they preferred betore the othe, they had made;to the - 
countrey : inſomuch, thar in the aſemblie of the Eſtates at 

Leyden, asalſoin the league of the countreys of Holland and , 
Zealande, this article was with one conſent agreed vpon, ney- ,yneretore 
ther could theenzmies be ignoraunt of theſe thinges, ſeeing ſome of the 
thatin the treatic helde at Breda, about the queſtion of reli. Romiche 
'"glon(the enemies there propounding this, on their owne be- —_ | 

alfe, that that chaunge fell out, by the guiding of certaine them ſelues 

particular perſons) there was ſhewed vito them, the conſent out of Hole 
of all the townes vndertheir ſeuetall ſeales , And nowe I be- Tande 
ſcecheyou,whar bonde coulde there remaine vnto me, ſeeing 
that they,vnto whom I had made apromiſe, did not only dil: The eta; 
charge methereof: bur they them ſclues alſo, did cut itin ſun- vlichmer of 
der,breake it, and made it of no force ? And notwithſtaſting, oneonli res 
I will leaueitto the judgement of the wiſe, whether therein I us _ 
haue done well oreuill, This nly I ſay, that when ſuch things Zextand.& 
were propounded, I defired them, that they would not pro- vvherefore 
ceede {0 farre, and therefore much more, when they did exe- it wo 
cute and perfoirme the ſame : whereof not onely my Lordes PPE 
of Hollande and Zealande, but alſo, cettaine troubleſome, 8 
waieward perſons, amongelt vs (who alſo haue ſpread abroad 
againſt me in ſtraunge countreis, their wicked ſpeaches) will 
giue meſo good ateſtimonie,that I hope T ſhall not heede anie 
great defence,againſtſuch accuſations,which being by me de- 
nied as falſe (for ſo they are'in deede)T feare notthat they ſhal 
"be able to yeelde any proofe thereof : leauing itto you { my 
Lordes) to iudge,howe fooliſhe ſuch an acculationis , whiche 
maic be beaten backe, with a ſimple deniall, and yet notwith- 
ſanding the greateſt parte of the goodlie colours, wherewith 
this painter boaſteth that he hathſer me out ,fay be quite & 
cleane defaced, with ſuch a ſponge only. If they will ys 
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thatyet notwithſtanding they, that were driuen out, haue juft 
occaiion to complaine , becauſe that promiſe was not kept 
with them: Iaunſwere,that albeit this is not dire&ed againſt 
me, yet notwithitiding, for the defence of the Eſtates of Hol- 
land? and Zealande, I will ſaiz this much,that this complaint, 
ſhould haue bur a verie ill foundation, becauſe ir is not reaſo- 
nable, that any ſuch people ſhoulde enioye a priuiledge, by 
meanes of which they would deliuer the coittrey into the enec- 
mizs handes, Their purpoſe was,to betraie the liues, and the 
goods of the ſubie&es, and not one or two or three priuiled- 
ges onely,butall the fraunchiſes and liberties, preferued time 
out of minde, and from age to age, by our predeceſſours and 
aunceſtours. 

They add withall, That [ haue procured hbertie of conſtience, 
If they vnderſtande thereby,that I haue made an open way to 
ſuch impieties, as are commonly commitred in the houſe of 
the Prince of Parme, where Arheiſtrie , and other vertues of 
Rome,are counted but ſporte: I aunſwere, thatit is amongeſt 
the heires of the Lord Peter Lewis, where a man muſt ſeeke 8& 
finde ſuch libertie, or rather vnbridled licence. But I will in 
deede confeſſe, that the brightnes of the fiers, wherein they 
haue tormented ſo many poore chriſtians,was neuer deliteful 
or pleaſaunt to myne eyes, as it hath reioyſed the ſight of the 
Duke of Aluaand the Spaniardes: and thatl hane alwayes bin 
of this minde, to wiſtheand procure what I could, thatthe per- 
ſecutions migit ceaſe, in thelowe Countreys . I will more- 
ouer confeſle vnto you, to the ende, that the eneniies maye 
knowe, that they haue to doo with one, that ſpeaketh round- 
lie & without anie painting, to witte,that the King, when he 
departed out of Zealande, ( whiche was the laſt place that 
heleft in this Countrey) commaunded me, to put to death, 
manie godly and vertuous people that were ſuſpe&ed to be 
ofthe Religion. Which thing I would not perfourme, but ad- 
uertiſed them them ſelues thereof, knowing in deede, that 
I could not dooit with a goo4 and fafe conſcience, and that 
I was rather to obeye G o vp, than man. Let th: Spamiardes 
then ſpeake , what they them ſclues ſhall thinke good, I 
; , nowe 


' PRtncY'OfF Orance 


ſworde, men little or nothing preuayle, would prayſe mee; 
and —_— my (WR. + 505 TH op 7 D7I EEG 
- 'Butſeeing thatydir (my Lordes) rogether with the generall 
conſent of the people, hane ſince that tyme approouedit, in 
condemning the rigour; of the placardes and licences, andin 
cauſing thoſecruell executions to ceaſe, I doono whit at all 
regarde that, which the Spaniardes and their adherentes , do 
mirrmure and whiſper, concerning the fame . - Neither can I 
ſufficiently wonder ar their follie, when they are not aſhamed 
to obie& vnto me, the murtheringes of the people of their 
Church,ſeeing, that not onely they knowe my naturall dif = 
ſition, to be altogether eſtraunged from ſach violences : but 
alſo that you and the whole worlde, doo verie well knowe, 
that by commaunndement and appointement, ſome, reſpe& 
of ſuch outrages,as theſe men would charge mewithall,were 

ut to death : and other fome, being of great note and noble 
oaks, were arreſted, by the principall feruauntes of my 
houſholde, and after that they had bin kept priſoners a long 
time, they were not delivered, but in reſpe&eiof the houſe, 
from whence they had this honour, to proceede and come: 
the long impriſonment of their perſons being appointed vn- 
to them, for the puniſhment which they had Cmed . But 
that whiche was done by my chargeand appointement, is in 
ſuch forte knowne to all the worlde, that they are not-able, 
eytherto diſg.iſe or darken the ſame, onely ( as they haue ve- 
ne well learned to fſpeake trueth)that which Ihaue done ver- 
tuouſlie, they ſaye, that I haue feigned, thar the thing did 
diſpleaſe me. But who hath tolde them that 'I feigned ? 
Or whois he that hath reueated vnto them fo much of my 
ſecreates ? They fee that which I haue-done, they-can noe 


(except it be the forger of this writing, or fome Spaniarde) 
whiche ought not rather to gine judgement vppon that 
whiche he feeth, than vppon that, whiche he malitiouſlic 
'and wickedlie ſuſpeRerh,  -- EwrFLAY. 
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knowe that ſundrie peoples and nations, whiche are much; 
better then they, who alſo hane learned, that by fire and 
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and they call vs heretiques. Burt it 1s ſuch-as along time tince, 
they tooke vpon them to proue it, and yet were r;cucr able to 
bring it to purpoſe or cfte&. And I ſaie,that theſe iniuries(be- 
ing like vato the wordegof women., prouoked & chafed with 
collor) do not deſerue any aunſwere; much leſſe that beaſtli- 
neſſe, to ſaie, that T neuer truſted any eyther Preeſt or Friar,vn- 
leſt he were maried,and that Iintorced them to marie. For, 
who is it that knoweth not,that without choile or diſcretion, 
they caſt at my head, cuery thingthatthey finde in the waye, 
ſo greatis their furie, and their paſgon ſo outragious and vn- 
meaſurable? And albeit that theſe things were true,as in deed 
they are not, neither yet reaſonable (for we learne by our Re- 
ligion, that mariage ought to be free, and ſhould not becither 
inforced or forbidden) yetio it is, that this faulte ſhould not 
be comparable,with thattyrannie ouer coſctences, which hath 
forbidden mariagetoa great partof Chriſtendome, againſt 
which forbidding, not onely the Eaſt churches oppoſed them 
ſelues.buralfo the churches of Germanie and Fraunce. 
Butthat (my Lordes) which is greatly to be cſteemed in 
this Proſcription, ſo true and well groundedſiis this, 7 har the 
King commanunded not the Dake of Alua,to impoſe the tenth and 


* -etwentieth pennie, without rhe conſent of the people. If the the Duke 
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of Alua, in a matter of fo greatimportaunce, and whiche was 
the cauſe of the death and deftraiion,of ſo many thoulandes 
of men, hath paſſed his commiſsion,what puniſhment folow- 
<dthereof? The Duke of Alua, for hauing perfourmed to his 
owneſonne this dutie, to wit, that he mighi marie his couſin, 
leaving another, whomvnder the colour of mariage accom- 
pliſhed,he had abuſed, (euen as Rigomes had before perfour- 
med forthe King, as beforc hath bin declared) was caſt into 
priſon,and pur out of fauour, and ſhouldenotas yet haue bin 
deliuered, if in all Spaine they had bin able to haue founde a 
tyraunt, more fitt to exerciſe tyrannie vpon the poore Portu- 
gales then he. He was then chaſtiſed for a ſmall faulte,and for 
ſuch a great one,he was honoured, much made of, and filled 
with rewardes: And he thatwould preſſe the King, _ he 
cat 
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death of my Lordes of Egmount and of Hornes; he would ſay”. 
as much, and diſallowe againe the Duke of Alua for it. Is nor. 


thisa good meanethinkeye, to diſcharge him ſelfe of all faul- 


tes? But letthem take which parte they will, either the King, 


commaundedirt, and then he can not auoyde the name of a, 


tyraunt, orels he commaundedit not , and yet forall thatthe: 


name of atyraunt ſhall remaine vnto.him, becauſe he did not. 
chaſtiſe andtorre&him , who.of his owne priuateauthontie, 
had vſurped ſuch atyrannic,vppan: a franck. and free # pr-virg 
whereby it appeareth, that he is culpablethereof. And albeit, 
thatI haue alwayes eſteemed the Duke of Alua, forthe ene- 
mie of the Countrey, and as one who hath: wm bathed 
him ſelfe in our blaod, and in the blood of all Chriſtans, ca- 
rying cloſely a Turkiſhe hearte within him : yet fo.it 1s, that I 
haue knowne him to.well, and haue bin to tomuck-practiſed 

to beleeue this, that he ſhould beſo ſottilbe, and ſapreſump- 


tuous, as ta.dare to attempt,to laye vpon the people an impo-; . 


ſition of fuch conſequence, and to purſue it ſo.Jong, time, and 
that by ſuch extraordinarie, yea & altogether infupportable 
meanes tothe countrey,withaut good and ſufficient comaun- 
dement directed vnto-him therefore, and thatnot once only, 
but ſundrie times. I beſeeche you (my Lordes) to weye-this 
well, whether he, that in his owne- proper and private name, 
durſt condemne, or fanoure them. that did condemne, the 
| Burgniaſter of Amſtelredam,, in five and twentie thoufande 
Florins of amercement, becauſe he ſet hina ſelfe againſt the 
tenth pennie, was nat welt aſſured; and had'not facie 


nt dif 
charge for the fame from his Superior ? Neither > #4 | 


Lordes) any other place then this , whereby to. knowe, 
fraudes, diſsimulations andcraftes,wherewith the King, bath 
ſolongatime,led and deceaued vs, and yet purpoſeth {till rg 
do,ifwe ſuffer hin to wound vs, with the prick of his tongue, 
or to aſtoniſhe vs, with the threatnings of his armies. And be+ 
cauſe, he will hane the bruite thereof, ſounded abroad, by rea= 
fon of the Townes taken, and ſurpriſed in Hollande, towitte, 
within this two, three, or foure yeeres, an4 that with more 
force then he hath fought azainſt the Turke withall ; RI: 
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fvere him;that, hauingthe aduantages whereof he brageeth, 
he'ought to contider, whether this tende not to his very great 
ſhame, that he is altogether drinen out of that Countrey. 
Andirt ſtandeth him'not in any ſtcede,to alleadge,the mutinie; 
of the Spaniardes.” For a Gouernour,and ſpecially ſach a one 
as had (uch great meanes as. hee had, doeth. ſufficienthe be-: 
wraie his in{afficiencie & vnworthineſſe tocommaundezwhen: 
he is not able'by ſuch meanes, to keepe in obedience his own: 
Souldiers : on the other ſide, in excuſing him ſelfe fo fooliſh- 
he, he ſeeth whether he will or no,that he 1s inforced to.con-: 
feſle; that T,and my Lordes of Hollande and Zealandeyhauing: 
verie ſ]ender meanes, as'namely-but foure or fiue thouſande; 
men, have broken his attemptes , and cauſed him-to conſume: 
three ſcore thouſande . And whileſt (my Lordes) he thus in: 
this countrey lolt his time, his men, and his money, he loſt. 
likewiſe within two monethes, the. Kingdome of Tunis, and 
the Goulerte,with the greateſt ſhame and confuſion, that euer. 
anie mightie Prince did, yeathough he were driven out of his: 
owne lande, albeit ſome would late the faulte hereof, vppon- 
the youth of Don Iohn,8& vpon the whoredome of the Car- 
dinall. For whileſt he did ſo ill imploye his forces here amogſt 
vs, Sinam Baſſcha, tooke from him that Kingdom, and that 
fortrefſe, which men ſuppoſed could neuer haue bin taken: 8& 
this he did in the ſight of Spaine and of Sicilia, without that 
eueranie of the Kings ſide, durſt ſo much as ſhewe his head, to 
fight againſt him, or onely to turne himaſide, And yet, if he 
had no regardeto the good of Chriſtendome (which in deed 
he neuer had; as witneſſeth the paintedleague that he made, 
which alſo coft the Venetians ſo much) nor reſpe& to his own 
honour, art theleaſt,the memorie and nameof the Emperour 
his father, (who did little or nothing regarde, all his notable 
deedes and feates of armes.in reſpe& of that conqueſt ought 
to have moned and thruſt him forwarde , with a noble and 
earneſt deſire, wiſely to have mainteyned that,which the Em. 
perour his father had ſo valiauntly conquered for him and all 
Chriſtendome. Bur the rage and furie todeſtroye vs,which 
caricd him awaie,tooke both his eyes from hum, that he could 
: not 
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net ſcethareuill,and his rnderſtanding alſo that he could riot. 
_ it, helouing ouermuch ro make —_ _ of his. 
enes agatnti his owne proper -people,then of his forces,a- 
ga common and mie ieagenic of C kriſtendome. 
:*Fhis {my Lordes) is that which he obieReth againſt me, & , - 
which-al(o telt out, before: our general continQtion, and ioy- . 
ningtogether.. Wherevnto (it may be) it was not altogether - 
neceſlarie to aunſwere, ſauing that it is requilite, not onely to - 
ſarisfic you, but alſo ro Roppe their mouthes, and to make ail - 
the workde to: vnderſtande their impudenciesand ſlaunders. 
_ - For,itthequeſtion were,bur of that which cocerneth your ſel- 
ues, and thoſe whiche heretofore were on our {ide, who haue 
notwithſtading,verie cuelly and without any cauſe, withdraw- 
enthen ſelnes fromvs: you,and thoſe with you, haue hereto- 
fore ſufficiently declared, that you had a farre better opinion - 
of me. For firit;the accorde treatedof by you, with me & my 
Lordes of Hollande and Zealande,at Gaunt ,hatk ſufficientlic 
iuſtified me, ſeeing. thatif you had ſuppoſed 'meto be fuch a. 
one,as this infamous Proſcription deſcriberh mie, you neyther 
would nor could hane entered mto treatic with'me:-beſide, ſo 
many hogorable embaſſages, as you ſince that time have ſent 
 vnto me,toS.Gheertrudenberghe, and: cuen yet-to Antwerp, 
both tacauſe me to come int6. Brabant, and to cauſe me to 
come vnto you to Bruxelles, that I might: be aſsiſtauint with. 
you in Counſell ; andalfo, that yee did honour me with the. 
title of Licutenauntgenerall: All theſe things I ſaye doo ſufti-, 
ciently declare, what is the opinion and t1dgement 'thar yee.. 
hauc had;ofall theſe fWſeand friuqulons accuſations, whiche 
thing alone, ſuppoſe, to beQuerſufficientand ſtrong to con- 
fute them. : 29 if egefoeteiy. 115 {Ame Sc: 

- Butletvshowe ſee, howe before that time, they on their. 
behalfes gouerned'themlelves, with whar'pride,infolencie, , 
and diſdaine of our whale nation. 1 will not repeate, the per-., 
juries and deceites ofthe Duincheſſe, nor of the King, in the: 
b:halfe of my:Eordes. the Counties -of -Egmount and. of 
Horne, northe-baites andalhirementes,which they prepared; 
for mc,noryet:generdlly that which:fel onheſorebe Foming, 
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elly put to death, without any reſpeR;,cither to their innocen-' 
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ofthe Duke of Alua, but that onely whiche was done after»- 
wardes, vnrtill the time of our generall coniundion and. joy- - 
ning together,to the ende, that as the remembraunce of the - 
miſchictes and griefes palt, ſhall bring vnto you pleaſure and 
contentement, and the ſame (as I hope) vnto me, who with 
ſome delite haue ayded you therin : ſo that by the ſame you 
will more and more ſtrengthen.your ſelues , in this reſolution, - 
which is both holie,and worthie of immortall prayſe, & which 
youalſo haue taken vpon you, thar is, to oppoſe and ſetyour - 
ſclues againſtthe Spaniardes and their adherentes .. Nowe, as - 
well-the ſaide Duke of Alua,as thoſe that commaunded vader 
him andafter him, haue fufficiently made vs to vnderſtande, 
what was at all times the counſell of Spaine, to wit,torgote ys 
out, and to-bring vs into bondage . For, as Hanniball, cuen 
when he was bur nine yeeres olde did'{weare, by the altar of : 
his goddes, that he would beal his life long, anenemietothe | 
Romanes: ſowas this Duke of Alua;from his childhood nou- 
rthed; and brought vp, in an vnreconctlable hatred againſt . 
this countrey,which, by ſo much blood as he hath ſpilt, could 
as yet neuer be ſatisfied, but ſo much the more hath -he cauſed 
irtorunneout oneyerie fide, inall the Townes of this Coun- : 
trey, yea ſo farre forth, that he hath cauſed to-be put to death - 
(which thing alſo-he him ſelfe bragged of ) eightene thouſand 
reinnocent men and more, and that by the handes ofthe 
Ln or tormentor, and yet for all thar, that cruell luſtof 
his,could neuer befarisfied. So that if any would knowe,whart - 
are the priuie counſells of Spaine: what is the Kings good wil, - 
and howe much he loueth vs, he ſhall finde it all deciphered & 
ſett our,in the bloodie deedes of the Duke of Alua,as ifit were 
ſet out before his cyes, and liuely painted in atable of painters 
worke. For there hath not bin any kinde of diſsimulation, 
treaſon, and vnfaithfulnes, which he hath not vſed,:that hee 
might bring vnder his ſubie&ion and ſeruice, the principall 
Lordes of this Countrey, and that by offers, promiſes,& newe 
titles of Honour, beſtowed vpon them .: But, the good & ver-' 
tuous people, that he could get into his-handes, he hath cru- 


cie, 


F £ 
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cie, of to the priuiledges of the countrey,and yet nothing was 


done, but by the Kings commaundement. He committed the - 


like, againſt the Citezens and good Marchauntes, ſo proudly 
treding vnder feete, our auncient libertics and freedomes,yea 
eucry thing,that was remayning amongelt vs of the glorie of 
ouraunceltours,that it ſeemed that he thought, that you were 
atnohande worthie to be reckoned, in the number of men, - 
And where is it,tharwe can haue a more certaine and playne 
pu and that ſo open, that itis (as it were) in the fight and 
holding of all Chriſtendome, concerning this matter, and 
withall, of his vnſupportable contempt and diſdaine of all 
theſecontreis, then in that proude,ambitious,prefane, heath- 
niſhe,and withall fooliſhe ſerring vp of his owne Image, in the 
middeſt of the Citradell at Antwerpe, going impudently ypon- 
the bellies of the Noble men, of the Eſtates,andof all the peo- 


pleof this countrey? Was not this thinke you, a notable mio- . 


nument of his tyrannie, and a teſtimonie of his pride? What 
ſhall I neede to ſpeake of his ſeruauntes,and of all that vermin 
that came out of Spaine , who ſpake of vs, not as it were of 
VHlacos (as they of to ſay) or villaines, but euen as itwereof 
brute beaſtes ? You (my Lordes) haue cuen as yer youreares, 
altogether beaten with ſuch matters, and you are able to ſet 
out their geſtures, their proceedinges, their wordes full of 
boldneſſe, of pride,and of contempt : alſo: their vnſupporta- 
ble ates, and howe when they were within your townes,with 
what pride andinſolencie they did commaundeyou. Where- 
fore,if thar be true which wiſe men report, that, for the vhder> 
ſtanding ofthe natarall diſpoſition of a:Lorde or Noble man, 
men muſt examine him by his friendes'and familiars : and for 
the knowledge of a maiſter,men muſt ſifthisſcruauntes 2: you 
may (my Lordes) by the vertues of the Duke of Alua,his ma- 
ſters principall officer, and the executor of all his counſels,ca- 
ſdly indge,whar good affection and wil,the King beareth you, 
who ſenthim to you, to torment you:: and alſo ye may knowe 
'what yee ought tolooke for, vnlefſe yee prouide for itin time, 
(as in deedeyee ought) which thingalſo,all the good people 
of this lande looke for at your handes, 
{ ; K 2 I will 
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Twill ſpeake nothing,of the raniſhings, raunfomes, and ex-. 
ations comnutted by the Spaniardes, 1wil onely ſtaie my fel 


yponthe principall point. Yee could neuer yet tell, howe to 


obtaine a tree a!ſemblie, of the Eſtates generall, your enemie 
verie wel knowing, that,to hinder the calling together & mee- 
ting of them, was in deede tocurt of by the foote, the tree of 
your priatledges,and vtterly to drie vp the ſpring of your li- 
bertie. For, to what ende ſerueth it the people, to haue priui- 
ledzesin faire parchement, kept vpin acoter, if by the meane 
ofthe Eſtates, thoſe priuiledges be not mainteined,and ſomen 
feele the effeRes thereof? And in deedelong time before, the 
King him ſelfe had receaued a diſpenſation from the Pope; for 
the othe which he had made vnto you, to keepe your pruuiled= 


ges. Wherein he did not onely violate and break his faith:bur 


alſo did ouercafely, yea veric hurtfully belecue, fooliſhe coun- 
fellours, whereby he to to manifeſtly declared, howe great his 
owne wifedome was. For,might he not verie well vnderſtand, 
that,counting him ſelf free from the othe,which he had made 
to you,you alſo were freed and quitt from your othe towards 
him ? In ſo much, that he, minding to be vnburdened of his 
othe towardes you, you ought not vnto him, any obedience 
and ſubieftion. That I may art this time ſay nothing, but leane 


it vnto others more exerciſedin ſuch matters than Is handle 


this queſtion, whether the Pope may 1uſtlie vaunt, that he hath 
anke lac power and anthore, yea or-no : and whether anie 
thing in the world,ſhall remaine certaine and ſure, if othes ſo 
folemnely made,may, vnder ſuch apretext and cloake, be vio- 
lated and broken. Acthe ſame time, mariages made out of the 
countrey,were wholy forbidden, and that whiche was neuer 
practiſed, was prohibited, to wit,that youth might not go out 
of the countrey, to ſtudiein anyother ſchoole of the worlde, 
but in thatat Rome : and condemning by that meanes,all 0- 
ther ſchooles ( whiche is anouer. great arrogancie) they did 
condemne{ſo vnwarie they were) cuen thoſe of the Teſuites, 
without thinking anie whit of them : and ſo (whiche is in 
deede the worſt) they opened a waye, to veric barbarouſnes. 
For, as the mectinges together of all mancer of learned _— 
t 
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hath brought forth vnto vs in this Countrey, ſundric perfons 


well qualified, who haue greatly innobled theſe Provinces: 
ſo this interdicion and forbidding, could not but in proceſſe 
of time cauſe, a more than Turkiſhe ignoraunce, thar I'maye 
fayenothing of this, that by that meanes, they-wou!d niake 
this Countrey ſubie&;, to fuch' coditions'asneuer wete heard 
of. Abour the. fame time, the 'Councell of Trente'was pu- 
bliſhed, which Councell hath ſeemed, euentotheFrenchmen 
"them ſelues, ſo vniuſt,thar euen vnto this daye,it could not as 
yet be publiſhed,in the kingdome of Fraunce. ': ' 
Alitttewhile before thistime, there was egerlic ipurſued; 
and at the laſt obteyned, the inſtalling of the newe Bultioppes, 
whichehad bin ſo long tyme' before debated, by reaſon of 
the inconueniences, whichall wiſe people, and louers of the 
Countrey, and haters of the rourmenting of mens conſci- 
ences, did foreſee, would inſue therevppon : which thing al- 
fol my felfe, write euenvnto the King : thatI may faye no- 
thing, of the warninges, that I gaueto the Dutchefſe, ſome- 
time in open-counſell, and oftentimes els where : all theſe 
their purpoſes, tending tono other ende, bur to ſet vpp the 
eruell Inquiſition of Spaine , and to. eſtabliſhe the ſayde 
"Biſhoppes, that they might ſcrue, in ſteede of Inquiſitours, 
burners of mens bodies , and ryrauntes over their conſci- 
Ences. ES "19 | 
Tris true, that at this daye they denie, that ever: they ment 
to bring in, this curſed Inquiſition, but, if I bring forth vn- 
to them a man worthie of creditr , who was 'at that tynie a 
Penfioner of Franck, and who had the racke twiſe ſhewed 
him, tobe tormented vppon it, that he might confeſſe, who 
they were of the Lordes of the aide Franck, which were pur- 
ſed torcfuſe the Inquiſition: will they ſaie that he'ts a for- 
ged witneſle, who yet notwithſtanding is fach a one, as they 
'arenotable to obieX any thing againſt him ?* And befide, # 
"need were,I could finde inough other, plaine,& moſtmanifeft 
-proofes. There followed the moſt rigorous placardes & licen- 
ces,with expreſſe comaundement, to abate norhing of the old 
rigor ; and verily the bul-graiited by the Pope, for theeredion 
. K 3* *- an 
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ofthe aide Biſhoppes, doeth plainlie carie with it this much 

that epery Biuhopp, might giue in his owne Cathedral church, 

two prebends; that euery one of the Canons,ſhould be boid, 

to alsitt himin the matter of the Inquiſition : and that parti- 

cularlie, two,amongeſt them, ſhould aQually, and in deede be 
Inquiſitpurs, . Andas Princes or tyrauntes,which poſſefle new 

Kingdomes or Lord(hippes, do laye yppon them a tribute, in 

ſigne of their victoric : ſo the Duke of Alua, in teſtimonie of 

his conqueſt(for this was his common ſpeache, to witte, that 

theſe countreis, apperteyned to the King, not in title, or by | 

riglit or-patrimonie, but as being conquered, by armour and | 
weapans)then I ſaie, to theende he mrght make allthe world 

c ' to vnderſtande the condition, wherevnto he had made ſubic& 
this countrey, he laide vpon the people, by the commaunde- 

ment of his Maiſter, the perpetuall payment of the tenth pen- 

The impoſi nje, without the conſent of the Eſtates, without the conſent gf 
_— _ the Townes & Prouinces,and he refolued with him ſelfe & hz 
wealth 9 * people,to execute the ſame by forge. Infomuch,that whe he vn 
the good deritqod,that certaine noble & couragious harts,began to be 
- vil, c9- moued,euen at the verie houre ( yeſee my Lordes,howe great 
Eſtates, Gods prouidenceis)when he receaued newes of the taking of 

the Bricle, he was re{olued,to put to death,the ſame night the. 

principall Burgeſſes and Citizens of Bruxelles, becants that 

they ſet them ſelves againſt this impoſitio, which was violent= 

lie publiſhed againſttheir priuiledges. The Hangman,named 

Maiſter Charles, was commaunded to haue in a readines, fe- 

-uentcene halters,and certaine ladders of ten or twelue foote 

hie: the ſouldiers were vp in armes: Don Frederico,came into 

the houſe,of Viglius the Preſident, to conclude the ſpeache of 

the codenmnation, when theſe happie newes,againſt the good 

Burgeſles and Citizens of Bruxelles, arriued there. The Lieu- 
tenaunt.ofthe Amman,was one of them, that ſhould haue bin 

put to death, becauſe he refuſed to execute them, that ſer them 

___ ſelues againſttheſcattemptes, andin deed the Duke of Alua, 

- _ _** mentto keepe the promile with them, which but alittle whife 
8 tovwit, before; he had ſpoken vnto him, ſaying : By this * if you will 
forme of notdoit, I will cauſe youto be hanged. And oy the 
uages 


- 
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mongeſtyou, buthe knoweth, what theriwere, and what yer <5ming of 
at this preſent are, the cuentes and ſucceſſes thereof , Nowe { ,,hanars 
then (my Lordes) if it pleaſe you.on the onefide, to conſider, mic, 

that which the Duke of Alna did, before that this warre, was: 

begunne : what iuſt occaſions he gaue me, and the Eſtates of" 

Hollande and Zealande,to haue our recouts to armies: and al-' 

f that, which he and the great Commandador did, vntill the* 
- day of the reuotting and rebellion of the Spaniardes : and on 

the other ſide, to waie, howe ſince that time, I haue gutded & 
gouerned my ſelfe, I refuſenot tomakeye Iudges thereof, and' 

to-giue yece leaue to determine thereof, as you yourſelnesſhalF 

thinke, conuenient and meete . * But yee haucalreadie ſufhici- 

cntly declared, what yee thinke thereof, by the pacification of 

Gaunt, by the expulſion of Don Tohn, and by ſo many aces 

and teſtimonies, that Tneede not to haue any more, yea cuen 

by this, that yee wauld not diſcharge me, of my offices and 

carges, although that yerie oftentimes I requeſted the ſame 

of you. | | 

' Nowe I will come to that, whiche in the ſeconde place they 

rouche, in their crue}l Proſcription, to. wit, that,which follow-. 

ed the time, wherein the Spaniardes were:declared rebels,and' 

enemies to the countrey. | 12 ca , 

About that time.(my Lordes) there was treated and- cofi- 

cludgd the Pacification of Gaunt, and thar with ſo great ioye' Thepacifis 
and contentementof the people, yea and' of all the Prouin-/ am _ 4 
ces, both races ly and particularly, that no man aliue,is able? —_ 


f thar the ene 
toremember the like. | ; 1 > mies,both 

Euerie one may remember, the mutuall promiſes of friend} —_ 
ſhippe, of intelligences, partaking of counſel[and' hichlike? }Þ;wrs have 
comprehended therein. But what ? They then ſelues,who'af- brokanthe 
terwardes did make manifeſt, the grear.and jnueterate hatred! ſameagainſt 
of their heart, and wete” notwirhſtahding of the Mm - FS 

| _ thoſe, 
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thoſe, which treated of the ſame matter-with my Deputies, - & 
with them of Hollande and Zealande : they 1 (ay, intreating 
thereof, did ouerthwartly cait againit it, all the hinderaunces 
that poſsibliz they could, to.cauſe jttodie, before it came ro 
ripenes: which thing, without controuerfie, they had obtey= 
ned, ifthey had not tearcd to fall into daunger, & it the peo- 
plc, and all the Prouinces ( who perceaued, and _ſawe betore 
ande a farre of, that this pacification, ſhould be the ground- 
worke of their libertie, and the reſtitution of their auncicnt. 
priuiledges) had not, as it were with one voice,inforced them 
to conclude the lame, And, becauſe (my Lordes) often times 
in this execrable Proſcription, and in their little, fooliſhe, dif- 
famatorie libelles, and ſecretletters, they obie& vnto me, that 
I haue violated and brokenthe ſame : Let vs ſee, howe they on 
their behalfe, haue mainteyned and kept it. It was noſooner *© 
confirmed by othe, but that the Lordeof Hauſsi, according to 
4. your commaundement, made ſundrie voyages into Zealande 
ig Ko © to me;that he mightobteine ſuccour of men , and munitions 
ſentinto Of warre, forthe ſiedge of the Caſtle of Gaundt, one of the 
Zealand to neſtes, of the Spanilhe crueltie, whichthing he alſo obteyned. 
—_ = But ,a certaine man, vnworthie of his ſtock, and of his Coun- 
opt wg trey, could not conteine him ſclte,but at the ſame time began 
For the ſiege to vomite his venim, charging with a faulte the ſaide Lord, in 
of the calile recopence of ſo good a ſcruice, & which was in deede the very 
of Gauae, gate,to the libertie of the Countrie and Countie of Flaunders, 
and namely of the towne of Gaunt, whiche had bin ſo long 
time before, kept vnder by tyrannie : and it was a matter of 
no great account, to the {aide Sweueghen, to the Countie of 
Reus, Mouqueron, and others, that the Spaniardes, yet all 
bloodie with the murther of Antwerp, & laden with the ſpoy-' 
les, of good Burgeſſes and Citezens, ſhould perfourme a like 
execution in the Towne of Gunt, as they had committed in 
the moſtrenoumned town of Antwerp: which thing alſo they 
had executed and performed, (as the letters of Rhoda 2nd +, 
thers,do ſufficiently proue) had not the faide ſuccour hinde- 
red them. MarkeT pray you, howe that euenthen when the 
Trumpet ſounded, for to publilhe the Pacification of Gaunt, 
| | 13 aire > off 2 
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theſc honeſt people began to breake the ſame. Hereypon Don 
Iohn arrined in theſe Countreys, and albeit that mine enemie 
would here playe the falſifier, and alter the matter : haue notI 
yet theletter ſigned with the Kings owne hande,and with the 
hande of ane of the Secretaries ot his eſtate, & ſealed with the 
{eale of his armes, whiche yeelde teſtimonie concerning the 
charge and commilsien giuen to Don TIohn ? Haue not they 
bin publiſhed ro all the world 2 Was there yet euer any Spani- 


-arde founde, that durſt contend againſt him ? By thoſe letters 


we haue knowne,that all the difference, betweene Don Iohn, 
the Duke of Alua, and Lewis of Requeſens was this, that he 
was more young,and more fooliſhe,than the others, and that 
he could not ſo long time hide his yenime, diſſemble his at- 
temptes,& withhold his greedie handes, from the deſire that 
he had, to wett and wathe them in our blood. Iwillnot (my 
Lordes) make in this place any recitall of theſe matters vnto 
you, for they are knowne ynto litle children,and allthe land, 
ts asitwere,watered therewith, Albeit then that theſe things 
were {ct out before the whole worlde : and albeit that the pa- 
Cifters knewe and vnderſtood the ſame : Notwithſtanding the 
inneterate hatred towardes this poore people was o great (ſo 
much were they accuſtomed,to aidethem that oppreſſed your 
priuiledges, and to ſubie& them ſelues to tyrannie, was euen 
become altogether naturall vnto them ) that enen like horſe- 
leaches, foming with rage,they themſclues came to launce the 
ſclues,vpon the thorne of the bloodie hart of Don Tohn, and 
agreed with him, againſt mine aduiſe, and the aduiſe of them 
of Hollande and Zealand, and againſt their owne othetaken, 
againſt the pacification of Gaunt, and yet theſe men dare ob- 
1etvnto me the pacification and mine othe, as though thoſe 
bandes had bin prepared, onely to ſhakel me, and my Lordes 
| ofHollande and Zealande,whileſt that thoſe good and loyall 
peacemakers, hauing broken all bond of lawes, of loyaultie, 
and of fidelitie, mighrt.haue libertie to perpetrate, commit, 
and doo, whatſoeuer their diſlayall harte, ſhoulde put them 
' 4n niinde of. They will ſaye, that they cauſed Don Tohn 
to promiſe, that the Spaniardes ſhould departe : as cough 
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that all our agreement and league, conſiſted in that-onely 
point. But before they had cocluded with Don Iohn, ſhould 
not they haue placed me, in my gouernementes, and-put me 


in poſſeſsion of my goodes, and. reſtored me my Sonne, who. 


was one of the number of the priſoners ? Haue they ſo much 


as onely thought vpon it, though that findrie amongelt them. 


were kinne vnto him ? No whitt atall in deede. For they had 


a farre other marke, which thing they them ſelues did ſuffici- . 


ently declare, by ſo-many conſultations as they made, that 
they might at the length finde out away to oppreſſe me, and 
to bring Hollande andZealande vnder fubietton, knowing, 
that at the ſame time, Iyet onely, and the Eſtates of the faide 
Countrets,were they which did openly hinder their pernitious 
purpoſes,which was,to-enter in the place of the Spaniardes,to 
exerciſe the like tyrannic that the Spaniards had done, but yer 
as they thought , with more power and authoritie, andallo, 
that they might remaine in their own Coltreyes with-greater 
impunitie , Concerning this matter, I referre.my ſelfe tothe 
inſtructions, giuen to thoſe which cameto treate with me, at 
Saint Geertrudenberghe, whiche-I will bring tolight, if need 
be thereof. 

At the-ſame time, they ſentto the Queene of Englande, 
that they might fill hir with al falſe matters againſt me,and al- 
ſo moue hir to arme hir ſelfe againſt me and: my Lordes, the 
Eſtates of Hollande and Zealande : But the knowledge thar 
ſhe had of the trueth, and the ſingular wiſedome, wherewith 
ſhe is-indued, made hir to take a cleane contrarie reſolution, 
then that which they hoped of , To be ſhort, they deuifed as 
much ae they could, to executeand perfourme againſt vs, the 
fame praRiſes that the Spaniardes had done, and this (my 
Lordes)was the obſeruation of the Pacification of Gaunt, that 
theſe men vſedenen from the beginning, And as concerning 
the Spaniardes, which Don Tohn-told'them he had fent away, 
they {awe (at the leaſt if they had anie vnderſtanding, though 
neuer (o little , for they wanted not aduertiſementand intel- 


lizence) that ſomeſtayed in Luxembourgh, other ſome in Bur 


gundie, and other ſome in Fraunce, ynder the ſhadowe of = 
cuule 
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ciuile warre, which was at that time raiſed vp in Fraunce, loo- 
king onely for their watchwoorde, that they might returne a- 
gainein an inſtant, whiche thing alſo they did . Beſide this, 
they knew, that Don Iohnreteined with him foureteene thou- 
ſande Germanes, of the old ſouldiours, which he kept in gar- 
riſon,in the principall Townes of the Countrey : that at Ma- 
lines, hetreared with the aide Germanes : that he ſpake one 
thing to them, and another thing to you my Lordes+ and did 
in the meane while, take the Caſtle of Antwerp, from the pow- 
er of the Duke of Aerſchot, and of the Prince of Chimai his 
ſonne, and leftitin the handesof Treſlon . They ſawel ſaye, 
theſe thinges,and did notwithſtanding ayde and fauour him 
therein, and yer they will ſay that they kept the Pacihcation of 
Gaunt. For, as concerning that whiche mine enemies ſaye, 
that Don Iohn (ware vntoat, I confefle further, that the King 
him ſelfe promiſed,it ſhould be obſerued, which maketh ham 
ſo much the more vanquiſhed, for euen at the ſame time, he 
commaunded Don Iohn to breake it,as appeareth by his own 
letters. 

And as concerning Don Tohn, true itis, that he promiſed 
and ſware , to ſee the ſame pertourmed, bur that was with 
a condition, which he ſpake of before hande, in the preſence 
cuen of ſome of your Neputies, whiche ſhould be added, to 
witt, that it ſhould be kept vntillſuch time,as he repented him 
thereof, which condition fell out verie quicklie afrerwarde. 
For, this young man, {uppoſing that he was atthe topp of his 
buſineſle, and that he had in his handes (by reafon of the gar- 
riſons of Germains, and ſundric traytours taking parte with 
them) the beſt Townes, tooke (but yet not without doing,an 
vnworthie iniurie to the Queene of Nauarre ) the Caſtle of 
Namure, a place which he thought was. verie fitt and neceſſa- 
rie, for the Spaniardes to go and come, Bur fo ſoone, as the 
Caſtle of Antwerpe,was by copoſition yeelded vp vnto you, he 
founde him ſelfe farre from his reckoning , which cauſed him 
at one time to loſe, manie friendes, who began even than to 
chaunge their copic and countenaunce : and Non Tohn was 
thereby made, ſo perplex and doubtfull, that he had no —_ 
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ſuccour, but this, that,hauing corrupted ſoine of your owne 
Deputies, he might protract the time, and buſie you, with a 
painted hope of peace. And T would to God,that at that time, 
yee (my Lordes) had not bin hindered, by theſe good obſer- 
uers of the Pacitication of Gaunt, from belecuing my counſel, 
for then, by averie ſmall armie, we might haue bin quitt and 
ridde of Don Iohn, of his Spaniardes and adherentes,and of 
ſo many miſeries, as ſince haue inſued. I would then yet fur-- 
ther knowe, in this ptace (my Lordes) whether Don Iohn did 
then keepe this Pacification , & his Vnion ſoſolemnely ſworne 
(as they ſaie) which he had made, with theſe fauourers of the 
Spaniardes. And why ſhall he come to vpbraide me with the 
Pacification of Gaunt, which yet hath-cauſed this to be decla- 
redvnto vs, by the Lorde of Selles, that he would not keepe 
it * Shall he to my hurt, enioyea priuledge, which he him ſelf. 
renounceth and torſaketh-2 And when we haue ſaide all, it is: 
not with him, that I, andthe Eſtates of Hollande and:Zea-' 
lande, haue contracted and accorded, but it is with you ( my 
Lordes.) Now,ifafter ſo many breaches of the Pacitication, 
and that in ſuch ſundrie ſortes : if after that contrarie to the 
fide Pacificatio, they -haue deſtroyed the Townes,wherethey 
could exerciſe their tyranous gouernement, and the beſt Bur- 
geſſes and Citezens therein, alleadging againſt them falſe and 
wicked thinges : If then 1 aye, after theſe thinges, you (my 
Lordes) haue jndged, that for your owne ſ{uretie, you ought 
to inlarge ſome of the artictes, yea and if neede were,that you 
were minded, altogether to breake, cut in ſunder, and renoke 
them : whois he that could accuſe you therefore, If yee haue 
vſed that which was your owne, as you your (clues thought it 
conuenient for your owne'profit,vnleſſe it be he,which would 
vie his owne othe, as anettand ſnare to catche you in ? 

For as concerning that whiche they ſay,that the chaunge hath 
bin on my behalfe: though that were true, yetſoit15,thatTI am 
no more bounde, in reſpe& of the contracours with me,ſee- 
ing that they haue ſo manie wayes , violated and broken the 
contrafte jt ſelfe : and ſeeing that on your part,it was thought 


conueuiznt, that the chaunge ſhould be made, you haue ” 
mu 
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munch authoritie and power to diſpoſe thereof, as a Lord hath: 
Tight in his own inheritaunce : for the Pacification was yours, 
which alſo-you might vſe,4t your own pleaſure and diſcretion, 


ButT haue ſo often times, both by worde and writing de-, | 


clared, nothing to be broken on our partes, that I ſhall not. 
neede to beſtowe anie more time; to ſett out the ſame vnto- 
you-: Onely I will confeſſe this,that they of Hollande and Zea- 
lande were in deede forbidden, to innouate or chaunge anie: 
thing in that countrey : but that the other Eſtates, mightnot 
in their Prouinces, by ſome lawefull condition , proude for 
their ſafenie, it will neuer be founde that there was as yet anie, 
fuch obligation or bonde : whiche thing may be manifeſtlie, 
ſeene and knowne, by the reading of the eleuenth and the. 
ewelueth Article, And in deede, ypon the making of the ſaide- 
Pacification, as one of thoſe which were Deputies on our ſide, 
did declare-vnto ſome one of the.principall perſons of the o« 
ther fide, that ſome ſuch matter might tall our, and that rher-; 
fore it was better, to-accorde ſome libertie, for the ſub- 
tees of the Prouinces,, whoſe cauſcs they ns for - 
whom'they were to make agreement : fo-ſome other aunſwe- 
red himagaine,that he needed nottake care for ſuch-marters, 
and that thoſe of Brabant, Flaunders, andthe other Coun+ 
treis, would not at any time demaunde a chaunge in the mat- 
ter of Religion. Nowe, if they hauebin deceaued, what cauſe: 
x5 there for them ſo furiouſlic, todire&t theſelues againſt me? 
T gine them alſo the ſame aunſwere; in reſpe&teiof the chaunge 
which fell out,in certaine Townes of my gouernemet,for.I can 
im deed afſure me before God, thatT hane not giuen any aduiſe: 
or conſent thereto:and that many things fel outther,as alſoin 
Flanders,which pleaſed'me nowhitatall(:;and1do defender 
againſt the,that ifthere haue-bin, ſore ſauldiarlike.inſolegcie 
&viokce,that that was nothing;but ſweete ſmelliag: roſes, 1 
reſpeR of theintollerable exceffeswhich;thethaye comitted; 
and alſo at the leaſt,that we haue not had on our parte, any in» 
fidelitic or treaſon, or intelligence with the Spanzardes, as.our 
enimies on their parte haue had. For have not they, againſt 
their faith & promiſe, with anarmed power DOSING Warts, 
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and aſſaulted their confederates, when we were, within t woo 
The begin. dayesreadie to giue battaile to our enemies ? Haue not they 
_— = purſued the execution of rheir coplotr and conſpiracie againit 
MalcStents their confederares, and declared their defeGtion and falling as 
eventhen, way,at that time,when the good towne of Maecſtricht was be- 
vyhen they fjeged ? Was there cuer anie deteſtable and vile a& in the 
vverereadie DIY . 
vvithin 2, Worlde, andis it not this? Euen then, when you your ſclues 
dayes,to looked for the forces and powers of your contederates,to ſuc- 
rar arg cour a good Towne beſieged, with which they were entred in- 
. * toaſwornelcague : and of which,they could not in any ſorte, 
eyther wrongfully or rightly complaine : Euen then ſay,they 
did not onely deititute and forſake you , but alſo made warre 
vpon you,and that as whotly and as hercely as they coulde. 
The ſtones report, that Suffetius was drawen in peeces with 
foure horſes, becauſe he ſtirred not, but only looked on, when 
Tullus Hoſiilius his confederate, fought the tielde : then what 
Gibbettes, and what puniſhmentes can 2 man decuiſe, whiche 
might be ſufficient to corre&, this vnfaithtulneſle and treaſon? 
And whoſe treaſon ? Thoſe (my Lordes) who before had laide 
Theconti» thejr handes,vpon the Countieof Manstelt, Viglius, Fonc. AC 
__—_ ſonuille,Berti, and others of the Councell of Eſtate, then whe 
fiedge of TwaSnot ſo ſraitely bounde vnto them, as ſince T hane bin, 8& 
Maefinicht. was not yet comeinto Brabant : Thoſe I ſay, that by ſuch lay- 
ing handesvpon them, had giuen all the world to vnderſtand, 
what iudgementes they had concerning the King & his coun- 
faile : Leauing it to you (my Lordes) tg iudge,what great con- 
ſideration, there is4n ſuch people,that whileſt we make warre, 
they can not foreſee, that they ſharpen the {wordes of thoſe, 
whom they had take priſoners, to take away their own heads, 
They will ſay, that I haue not ſhewed my ſelte to be an enemie 
againſt them of our ſide,who haue paſſed the boundes ſet the. 
Verely I have not approued the 'exceſleof any, but doo they 
thinke that Iam ſo ynwanie, as that for to' ſhewe them a plea- 
ſure, will open a gapp to thedeſtrudction of the Countrey,and 
ſo make Eſcouedo a prophet ? Haue they euer heard that a 
wiſe father,for the contentement of his enemie', would ſeeke 
the ruyne of his children? Nay rather this is his dutie,to cob ; 
= | ref the 
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re@ the faultes,and in amendingofthem;to-labor thepreſer- 
-uation of his familie and houſholde.. oo 0 

Bur Bours, Montigni,and.others, doo-not they knowe the 
duties that I haue performed, to eſtabliſh enery thing in good 
order? Haue they torgotten.the- Articles, agreed yppon, cuen- 

ſuch as they them ſelues demaunded,8& which ſince thattime, 
they haue brokeagainſt their othe? Ir is: then.rage, follie;am- 
bition, hatred'againſt the religion, & deſire ta gouerne;which 
hath caried away their heartes,and tofſed them as it were with: 
- madnes : and which hath firſt mouedthem : and which ſince 
that time they haue couered, with.the cloake of the Pacificati-- 
on of Gaunt. For I knowe ( my Lordes:) howe:hardly they 
were diſtreſſed, and what labor they tooke, to:cleake and cd 
lour their enterpriſe, and that a ſimple Captaine, did in:this- 
coun _ open a gappe vntathem,whowas immediatelie fol- 
lowed. 3 5; 

I knowe,that ſundrie wil thinke it anewe & ſtraungetbing.,. 
that children of fo good a houſe , ifluing- from ſuch; fathers, 
ſhould ſo farre forgett them ſelues, as to.heape vpſuch-repro- 
ches ypon their owne ſtock : yea ſome I thincke will thincke it 
vnbelecuable, that cuer there conlde be founde,ſuch great in- 

_ conſtancie in them-: and for myne owne part, I cannotchuſe, 
. but be greatly forie for it, by reaſon of the good will and reue-. 
rece,which I haue borne.to their fathers: and the defire which 
Thaue had'to ſee them adaaunced,inal vertue;honour and re=- 
putation (which thing they mighthaue atteyned, if they had* 
onely learned to forbeare but alittle while, and to beare ſome: 
| of the miſerie of their countrey) and would yet in deede- 
deſire, that they might become ſo wiſe, that by a-good repen- 
taunce,they might amende the faultes paſt .. But tothe ende, 
that I may not ſpeake,of ſundrie their particular aQtions, whi- 
che are not come to the ſight of al the world,and are notwith- 
ſtanding full ofinconſtancie and lightnes :if we come to con- 
* fider that which every one knoweth; andis laide out before 
. theeyes of all the world, whois he that can ſufficiently.inough 
marueile, at the inconſtancie and vanitie of their refolurions > 
They ferued the Duke of Alua, 2nd the great C ag 1" 4 
as icr= 
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25 feruanntes ot pages, and they made warre againſt me, with 


all extremitie : a little while atterwards, they treated with me, 


and reconciled themſclues, and then (lo) they were the Spa- 
niardes enemies. . Don Iohn caine, they followe him, they 
ſerue him, and they indetour and practiſe my deliruftion. 

Don'Tohn failed inthis enterpriſes , concerning the Calile of 
 Antwerpe, incotinently they torſake hum &.call me: Iwas no 
ſoNer come, but contrarie to their othe, without communi- 
cating anie thing thereof, cither to you (my Lordes) or to me, 
they call my Lorde Matthias the Archduke : He being come, }. 
they ſawe that they.could not come totheir marke, therefore 


they lefthim, and without aduertiſing him anything at all 


-thereof, they'go'to ſecke my Lorde the Duke oft *Aniou : they 
*bring him in, and they promiſe him wondertull things . They 


Jawe,thatthey could not bring him to this paint, to make him 
a Captaine againſt you (my Lords) and them of the Religion, 


then they left him, and ioyned them ſelues to the Prince of 
. Parra. ' Arethere any waues of the Seamore inconſtant ?-Is 
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there any * Euripus'more vncertaine,;than the counſels of ſuch 


- people, who thincke that they are ſo highely ſett : ſo much lif- 


ted vp : and ſo ſtrengthened, that it ſhould be lawfull for the, 


to playe and dallie,in ſuch ſorte with Princes , of fuch qualitie 


and calling ? If then they haue done ſuch thinges (as all the 
worlde knoweth they haue ) aſſure your ſclues, that there is 
nothing ſo lightand vaine, but they will enterpriſe & attempt 
it. And what could they haue commutted more greeuous,then 
to haueconſented to this wicked Proſcription, which was fra- 
med againſt his head and life, who had helped and healed 
theirs, and cauſed their poſſeſszons and goodes,to be reſtored 


. to the principall amongſt them ? And beleeue ( my Lordes ) 
- that this is not the laſt pranck they wil plaie. For,though they 
- ſhould very quickly confeſſe it, (which thing I alſo deſire) yet 
.* ſhall you finde them more then tenne times, chaunge their 
- horſe and their ſaddle, before that this buſineſle be 11dd and 


ended. 


As concerning that, which they obie& againſt me, That 
cattſed my ſelf by force and turmnlt to be choſen Goternor of Brabant, 
You 
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You (my Lordes) do remeber,that I neuer ſpake to you there- 
of: and that I haue not any maner of way,prouoked you ther- 
to : andon the contrarie (ide, you remeber (I hope) the great 
withſtanding that I vſed,& my plaine declarations & ſpeaches 
made to the contrarie : and allo as concerning -the eſtate of 
Lieutenaunt generall, that Iment to hauc had the aduiſe and 
conſent,of the gouernours which were in the army,and which 
being verie ſhortly after tumultuouſlic and diſorderly handled 
(I minde notnowe to tell by whoſe faulte ) was ſent me, cuen 
as yet haue it,ſigned with their owne handes. Nowe, it ſome 
of the people, preferred and promoted this choiſe,& yet I nei- 
ther intreating nor prouokiug them thereto,ſhall I miſlike the 
therefore ? Nayrather,l am inforced to cofeſſe,that they were 
more wiſe, and better foreſeeing to the affaires of this Coun- 
trey,then I was at that time , For they well vnderſtoode, that 
if they ſhould leaue the handling of the matters, and the ad- 
miniſtration of the publike wow 4 in the handesof theſe men, 
that were become Spaniardes as it were, and fo greatly affec- 
ted towardes them : it ſhould be nothing elſe, but to build vp- 
on the quick ſande, a ground worke not ſtrong inough, to ſet 
fuch a frame and building vpon. Anditis as true that they ſay, 
that by the tumultes of Gaunt, I was choſen Gouernour. of 
Flaunders,for it bewraycth a veric ignoraunce of our affaires ; 
becauſe that the foure members or partes of that Province, 
did chuſe me,not once, but ſundrie times, and that not while 
the tumultes laſted, but ſince thatthe matters were well quic- 
ted : yeaand they them ſelues, haue oftetimes ſued for it, both 
to me and to you,and yer to this preſent I hauc not minded to 
accept it. | | | 
Alſo,I' do not (my Lordes) thincke it raiſonable,to anſwere 
concerning the meanes and money leued by you, and which, 
according to your aduiſe, were gouerned vnder your authori- 
tie, by your treaſurers, commiſstoners,and receauers, without 
that 1,or any of mine,did euerſee pennie thereof. Bur if anie 
muſt be blamed for it,itis the enemie him ſelfe, who hath in- 
forced you to vſe,and ſceke meanes for your owne defence. 


Andifhe,to the cnde he may execute miſchiefe, exerciſe tyran 
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nie,and oppreſſe your libertic,doe beſtow ſo great and excef- 
ſiue charge and expenſes : why ſhould not you beſtowe ſome 
colt,to doe good thinges,to repreſle the Tyraunt, and to pre- 
 ſerueyour Priuiledges and your libertie, which cannot be va- 
Jued? And if the matter be, to giue vp all that we haue, cuen 
to the vttermoſt farthing,and to thelalt droppe of our blood: 
what ſhould we doe, but that, wherevnto we are holden and 
bound ? and whereof we haue in auncient Hiſtories, ſo many 
goodly examples, as well of ſtraungers, as of our braue and 
yaliaunt Predeceſiors and Aunceſtors ? But ſo farre off is it, 
that we ſhould leaue off, that on the other ſide, ſeeing we ſee 
+ that which-pricketh and prouoketh the, that that is it, which 
we ſhould take vnto our {clues , thereby to.endeauour and to: 
encourage our {clues to go forwarde, For to aunſwere that 
which he ſaith, that I hane committed to priſon,and cauſed to 
be ſlaine,ſome of them that gainſayed theſe contributions, I 
ſuppoſe it is not needeful to anuſwere them to this, before you 
(my Lordes)who know, that theſe are manifeſt ſlaunders:and 
who knowe alſo, that I haue bin more blamed, for my ouer 
great gentleneſſe and patience , in tollerating fundrie wicked 
perſons,who by theirſubteltics and ſecrete practiſes, hinder 
our affaires,then I haue bin accuſed of mineenemie,for my ri- 
gor and hardneſſe. But if that which they obie& againſt me 
were true, there are fundrie,which ſpeake at this day very hie, 
and for whoſe ſake thethreedes and ſnares haue bin cut : and 
* Idoenotwithſtanding as yet not repent me, thatI haue ſo y- 
ſed them, but will alwayes retoyce,that I haue had a mind rea- 
die rarher toreceaue iniurie,then to doeit, not doubting bur 
that God, who isaiuſtTudge, will bring vpon the heades of 
theſe traiterous and diſloyall people (whodid eate bread with 
vs,and were partakers of our Counfels, and notwithſtanding 
at this preſent,are in their counſell againſt vs) the reward and 
recompence of their wickedneſſe, as alreadie vengeance pur- 
ſueth them, with a perpetuall difquietneſle,vexation, andtoſ= 
fing of ſpirite. | | 
As concerning the buſineſle or matter, which the Ln. of 
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Seeles tooke vppon him to deale for, and which alſo was 
knowne,to be full of diſlimulations and deceites : to anſwere 
this,it appertaineth to you (my Lordes) who haue ſo wiſelye 
diſcouered his fraudes : and who haue cauſed him to vnder= 
ſtande, that thoſe that haue not ſeene Spaine,, are not for all 


that beaſtes, ashe and ſuch as he are, doe ſuppoſe : to you L 


ſay it belongeth to aunſwere this, becauſe that this accuſation 
is directed againſt you. I confeſſe,that Iwas of the ſame mind 
that you are,that he was no moreto betruſted, than a begut- 
ler and adeceiuer : and that he wasto be taken, as aninſiru- 
ment choſen to brin S all ro diuifion and diſorder; vpon which 
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point to reſolue my ſelf,no man —_ me,ſo-much'as he himas 


ſelfe.For,in that that he tolde me, that I was ſo muche in the 
Kinges fauour,as that there was no Lorde in theſe quarters,of 
whome he had better opinion than of me, and whome hee 
would imploy ſo much as me : this made me more and more 
to thinke, that they would gladly haue taken away my heade 
and life,if I would haueler it gone ſo good cheape, as this fel+ 
_ ſo greatly affe&ed to the Spaniardes, would haue perſwa- 
ed me. 

 Iconfeſſe, I fay, that T was of the ſelfe ſame opinjon that 
you were : and that you haue moſt wiſely reſolned vppon 
this point, to wit, that, according to.the example of that wiſe 
Capitaine,you haue ſtopped your cares, againſtthe.Sirenes or 
Myrmaides of Spaine . But what ſay I , that Thaue bin of this 
aduiſe? Thoſe miſerable men,that haue conſented to this cur- 
ſed proſcription, haue not they alfo reſiſted his attemptes as 
well as I ? The very ſelfe ſame Magiſtrates, which hane cauſed 
this Proſcription to be publiſhed, haue not they alſo reie&ed 
the Lord ofSecenand all his trifling tales ? whichis ſufficient 
ynough to aunſwere that, which they ſay,concerning the chan- 
gmg of the Cathol:que Officers, | 

And would toG OD, thatT had had. power, or that by 


the headloneneſſe or haſtineſfle of ſome , Ihad not bin lette 


and' hindered , from procuring and perfourming ſuch 
achaunge in euery place : for then there had'not followed, 
ſo great a floade of cuils:, as ſince wee haue'ſcene , by 
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reaſon of the difiun&ion and diſcord of the Prouinces,which, 
1tis to be feared, leaſt it will dayly more and more growe, to 
the generall de{truction of the Countrey : at the leait I hope, 
that if the Prouinces,who haue ſo wickedly forſaken vs,do not 
repent them of ſo great a faulte, they ſhall perceaue, that there 
was neuer any man better corrected for wicked counſell, then 
they that haue firſt giuen the ſame. And cocerning this point, 
I will not ſticke at it,to aunſwere this ſlaunder,thart I haue,and 
that by myne owne priuate authoritie,put into charge and of- 
fice the ſaide officers, ſeeing that in cuery place, where I hauec 
bin afsiſtaunt in the chaunging of the lawe,I haue therein cxc- 
cuted onely that charge and office, whiche it hath pleaſed you 
to giue me, and that as your Commiſstoner and Deputie, do- 
ing nothing therein againſt the lawes and priuiledges.In deed 
I will confeſſe, that Iſought as much as poſsiblic I could, to 
bring in and to place in theſe offices, vertuous people, honou- 
rable perſonages, men of good conſcience, and aboue all lo- 
ters of the countrey. But I knowe what wringeth and pric- 
keth rhem, that is, that I did not willingly fauour thoſe, which 
they had in their owne corde, people withour faith, without 
godlines and honeſtie towardes their Countrey, yea bloodie 
people,and {laues to execute their tyrannie. And this is that 
(*1y Lordes) which theſe men call confuſion, to wit the good 
rule and gouernement of our common wealth, according to 
our lawes, which alſoare as contrary to their barbarous in- 
rentes and purpoſes, as the day is to the night, Andin deede 
(my Lordes)there is no great neede, to aunſwere ſuch obicRi- 
ons, ſeeing that our owne enemie doth ſufficiently aunſwere 
them for vs. For,who were theſe officers, of whom they ſaye, 
we hane diſcharged and vnburdened our ſelues ? T hey were 
(fay they) well aFeHted ro the King. Which is as muchas if they 
ſhould faie,they were good enemies to the Countrey: and by 
this (my Lordes) you vnderſtand, that it was verie well done 
to chaunge them, in ſundrie places and quarters. | 
They vpbraide me, with the great creat that I hanue amonge 
rhe peovle. So farre of is it,that I amaſhamed of this, that Tam 
yerie ſoric that I haue not as yet atteined more, thatis to _ 


"'PxIncEg Or ORaAnGtkt 


thatThaue not well. knowne, howe to perfwade them to: doo. 


that, which I haue ſo oftetimes ſet before them,both by worde 
and writing. For,itis long timeſince, that I would ( thorowe. 
the aide of God) haue clenſed the countrey,from theſe filthes. 
_ of Spaine. But if they be ſuch as they ſayetheyare , and thatI 
am fuch a one as they deſcribe me to be (for to ſhewe them 
ſome pleaſure, I will caſely graunt them this point) they muſt 
of neceſsitie confeſſe, that their tyrannies and cruelties, haue 
bin wonderfully exceſsiue and weve in all ſortes, in that 
they haue incurred, ſuch a generall hatred of all that people, 
who before were ſo well afteed, and hath bin fo loyall and 
faithful to their predeceſſors,and euen yntothem themlſelues, 
before ſuch exceſſes were committed : and on the other ſide, 
that if the people haue willingly choſen me, to be the claimer 
and challenger of their libertie, what other thing can men ſay: 
what ſhall the ſtraunge nation ſpeake: and what ſhal poſtcritie 
report but this, that there was in me ſomething, worthie of fa- 
uour and freend{hip, and in them ſomewhat worthie of ex- 
treeme hatred? I confeſſe then, that I am,and that 1wil al my 
life long be popular,thatis to ſaie,that I will purſue,mainteine 
and detende,your liberrie and your priwuledges. Thus you ſee, 
howe theſe wiſe braines,are vtterly voide of common wit and 
vnderſtanding, and howethat cuen then when they blame me 
they praiſe me. True it is, thatfiue or ſix ill aduiſed perſons ga- 
thered together, being the enimies of your libertie, whoſe coit- 
ſelles, imaginations, and ſecret re Sev altogether to 
this,toſeeke out the wayes, to make you ſubie& to their tyr3- 
nie, which ſhould be more cruell, or at the leaſt more vnwor- 
thie and more lauiſhe,then that of the Spaniardes hath bin : 
that theſ@men I ſaie, meaſure the braine of all the worlde, by 
the ene of their owne vnderſtanding, and thincke that eucrie 
one,will condemne that as euill, which they wdge to be ſo. 
But whenthe whole matter ſhalbe weighed ar the common 
beame and balaunce, the they ſhall finde that they haue great- 
Iy miſrekoned them ſelues. For he, whom they iudge vnwor- 
thie toliue, that he might profit the comms wealth ( for what 
other thing is the common wealth , then the good of all the 
M 3 people) 
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people)they will make him thorow theirowne follie, fo much 


the more honoured, as the people it ſelfe will more eſteeme 


vn that maintayneth them, than he that would oppreſle 
them, 

I cannot alſo ſufficiently wonder at that, which they them= 
{clues haue here forgotten : yet ſundrie baſe but wicked wri- 
ters,haue lyingly put downe,in their fonde Libels of diffama- 
tion again{t me,to wit, that / hate Nobihtie. For,ſhall I beginne 
this hatred at my ſelte,my kinsfolkes, and friendes , who are 
(thankes be to God forit)al deſcended of a noble and famous 
rTace,and thatſo auncient,and of ſuch greatriches and digni- 
ties,thatT am not afraide to affirme,that ſundrie of myne eni- 
mies,cannot with any good right preferre themſelues before 
vs,and few amongeſtthem, ſhall be found, that may be made 
equall with vs? But experience hath declared, whether doe 
not that which is in my power for the aduauncement of No- 
ble men.Now,if 1 haue long time ago foreſeene, that certaine 
ambitious heads(who ſince that time haue forſaken vs)would 
g0 about totake poſſeſſion,of certain gouernments and char- 
ges, that ſothey might afterward abandon the countrey, and 
falſifie their othe : it I ſay I hane knowne thcir lightneſſe, vani- 
tie and inconſtancie,and their afte&tion alſo,tending to tyran- 
nie,and therefore ment not to fauour them , and {ſo by that 
meanes I haue holpen to preſcrue, the better and the greater, 
and the more ſound part of our eſtate: I haue not for all that 
hated or deſpiſed Nobilitie, but ment by good counſcll , to 
prenent the deſtruction of the Countrey , which might have 
followed. If their Fathers,who were more wiſe, more valiaunt, 
and more vertuous than they,and with whome I have lived in 
ſuch good friend({ip;; if, I ſay,they were now alive,they would 
die with greefe, ſecing their ſtocke ſo much degenerating, 
from the conſtancie and vertue of their aunceſtors, who liued 
ſo honourably and without reproche : It they ſaw I fay , that 
there is at this day no Countrey, wherein they are not coun- 
red, for inconſtant people, and great coopes men : If th 
ſ:w,euven the Spaniardes whome they ſerue, and the Cardi- 
nall (who is the hindge,yeathe Spindell wherevpon the Mill 

IE, turneth) 
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tarneth)to play with them , as it were with. a ball : to. make 
them as it were.little children : to lead them by the noſe like 
bealtes : and to vpholde them,tillit betime to demaunde a+ 
gaine their pictures, inſtrumentes,tapeſtrie,and other mouea- 
bles,which they haue taken away , and euen ſo farre till. they 
come to the point to be lead to the ſlaughter,cuen as it appea- 
reth by his owne Letters written with his own hande , which 
you (my Lordes) haue ſeene and doe know : If they ſaw theſe 
thinges Iſay,what would they then do? 
. And becauſe that mine enemie ( as though he did diſtruſt 
his owne authoritie,and that he doubted whether the waight 
of his owne titles would be ſufficient,to intrappe me) procee- 
deth yet further, and ioyneth the Emperours authoritie to 
them,and the credit alſo,of certaine of my Lordes, theeccleſi- 
aſticall EleQors;faying,that they had propounded ſuch reaſonable 
articles,as euery man of good indgement would deeme them to be 
ſuch : he knew not(in a word my Lordes) to ſpeake more than 
you. What ſay I you? Nay then all the inhabitantes of theſe 
Countreys, who did with one voice refuſe the ſayde Articles, 
as impertinent, captious, and vnreaſonable , being without 
iudgement and voide of reaſon, But whome ſhalt they be able 
to perſwade,that a people beaten with ſuch long warre(which 
cannot be withouta mullion of inconueniences) would refuſe 
a prom it were reaſonable? Or that good, yea very good 
ſubieces,and ſuffering very much,would refuſe to agree, with 
their ſuperior, except it be , when they ſee that ſuch agree- 
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mentes,are baites to.catche them ? ſuch a peace is worle then | 


warre: and ſuch ſweete hony of the tongue, is. more to be 

doubted,then the ſteclic edge of {wordes. It may be,that the 
Emperor,who thinketh ſuch a condition and ftate to be fitte, 

in his own landes, that come to him by patrimonie, holdeth 

.an opinio, that it ſhould be likewiſe proper and fit for vs here. 
.'Fhe Emperor was aduettifed of ourſtate,by onr enemies, and 
by the traitors which were amongſt vs,who alſo vnder the co- 
Jour of an embaſſage to Colen, aflayed to deſtroye all our mat- 
ters. The Emperor informed other Princes, who truſted to his 
report, thinking that þ which came fr this part,was an oeRles 
| | ut 
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| But you(my Lordes) who knowe the depth of the ſtate of 
theſe countries, the commodities or diſcommodities, the true 
Cauſes of the vpholding,or of the ruyne thereof: who haue al- 
ſo much toloſe therein : who alſo are bounde by all lawes to 
the preſeruation thereof, haue otherwiſe tudged of thoſe arti- 
cles : all the people was aſked their aduiſe therein : and they 
did al with one conſent;reie& thoſe conditions,as ouer vnrea- 
ſonable : and this was done,notin one towne onely, but in aL 
True jt 15,that we beſought the Emperors Maieſtie,the French 
King,the Queene of Englande, and the King of Portugale, to 
intreat for vs, that a good peace might be graunted vs, but to 
take that,as though we had ſubmitted our ſelues vnto them, 
we ſuppoſe not that any wiſe man would fo thinke. 

Andas concerning that forbidding , which they ſay was made, 
concerning the publication of the ſayd Articles: your patience and 
gentleneſſe ought greatly to be p_ when you did not 0- 
penly and for an example cauſe ſuch to be puniſhed, who were 
ſoraſh as to publiſh the ſame without your leaue : and ſo farre 
offis it, that we feared the communicating , diuulging, and 

-  publiſhingofthem,that on the contrary ſide, we cauſed them 
TheLord to be printed,with the declarations of their inſufficiencie, and 
Princehin- they were ſent thorow all the Prouinces and Towns,that they 


ct might be deliberated vpon : and that the aduiſe and reſolutt- 


nicatinge of ON of all might be had. But there is great difference, betweene 
thearticles a thing communicated in order, by the way of _ and by 


conn;© theauthoritie of them, which haue powerlo to 


oe : and be- 
tweene this, that certaine little Scoutes, ſhould priuily caſt a- 
moneſt the people,certaine little Pamphlets, as ſome of them 
which were ſent to Collen about your ſernice , cauſed vnder 
hand and cloſely to paſſe forth,thoſe thinges which they had 
negotiated, and treated off with the enemie, wherein they be- 
trayed both you and the Countrey,as more largely appeareth 
by their owne Letters , whereof I will not | _ any further, 
becauſe that all is ſet abroade , and brought to cuery mans 
ſight. | 

hey thinke the vnion of the Prouinces, made at Vrrechr, 


tobc wonderfully wicked and cuill. And why ſo ? Becauſe _ 
I 
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a} thatwhichis good for vs,is cuill for them; and that which 
is healthfull for vs,is deadly for them .. They had {ctall their 
hope,vpon a diſcord and diſagremet, and they had prouoked 
therto ſome of the prouinces,who haue had as many delibe- 
rations & counſels, as therarc moneths in a yere: beſide they 
had at their commaundement certaine peſtilent fellowes a- 
—_— vs. What remediethen could a man deuiſe better, a- 

_ gainſt difſention then vnion ? And what counterpoiſon more 
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ccrtaine againſt their venim of diſcorde, then concorde? By 
meanes whereof, their purpoſes, their trechenes, their night * 


counſels,their ſecrete intelligences,were all at one time ſcat- 


tercdabroade,God(whois the God of peace and concorde) - 


_ declaring therby how much he hateth ſuch deceitful tongues, 
and how he can cafily ouerthrow,ſuch falſe and abhominable 

- enterpriſes. You ſee(my Lordes)thatT giue them a fayre and 
Harge field, to cfic out againſt me, and to ſcorneat me. Icon- 
feſle vnto them, that I haue procured the vnion : that I haue 
aduaunced and promoted the ſame : that I have endeuored 
to maintain it,and I tel you(my Lords)yet,and I ſpeake it very 
plainly,and londe, that I like it well,that fo not only they, bur 
alſo all Europe ſhoulde vnderſtand it. Maintaine your vnion : 
keepe your vnion,but do it,but doit indeede (my Lords) that 
_ foyou may execute;notin wordes, nor by writing only: but in 
effc&alſo;that;which your ſheafe of arrows, tied with one bad 
only;doth meane,which ſheafe you beare in your ſeale.Let the 
gonow and accuſe me,that Ihane brought all to contuſion, 
.when I procured the vnion;for the doing of which matter , I 
wil neuer bluſh. For if vnder the ſhadow of a peace,they would 
bring forth vnto vs a deuiſion : if they would aſſemble them- 
ſclues,one while at Arras, another while at Montz , gining vs 
alwayes faire wordes,and that to this ende, that they might 
ſunder themſelues from vs,and ſo draw by their cordes vnto 
themſelues,light headed fellowes life vnto themſzlues:wher- 
fore ſhould it not be lawfull for vs ;ofi'our owne behalues, to 
toyne andric our ſelues together? Vnleſle(as it.may be) they 
thinke,that theyare permitted todoecuill, and to abandon 
the Countrey : and when Lpray you? TI6D When Macſtriche 
3 was 
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was befieged(will notyee,Qyee poore people, feele, when yee 
ſhall ——_ ond chin on pr ol ry thall burne yoo 
conſcience ? )and tharit was not lawtfull for vs then, to doe 
good,and to heale the Countrey.Let vs themhere ( my Lords) 
tearne that,which is profitable and neceſlarie for vs to learne z 
and let vs learne it fi greateſt enemie,thatener the Coun- 
trey had,yea of the greeteſt tiraunt of the whale earth. . 
C3cerning They obie&t vnto-me afterwards a horrible crime, and wor-- 
the voiage thie forſooth,of this more great Prof, —_— than that which 
nate on was pronounced by Sylla and Carbo-: that is , that 1 deparred 
Oueryfſell, 9297 ot of Antuerp for two yeres ſpace,and that [ went to Virecht. A 
An.zxo. man may caſlly fee,that they know very welt what I doe , as 
_ though, that with their very great ſorrow and greef, I had'nor 
in thoſe two yeres ſpace,trauatled twiſc into Flaunders, where 
by the aide of the faure members or partes of that Prouince, I 
placed betrer order in the fayde countrey,then they woulde or 
wihed. Bur go too, let vs graunt, that] did not for two yeres 
ſpace together, go out of Antuerp:: was not this agreat faulte 
to be alwayes nigh vnto you, that T might the better ſerue you 


went to Vtrecht : beholde (my Lordes the euill : beholdethe 
bile or ſore, for this is the voiage , that woundeth them: euen 
to the hart. They had before hande ſo. wifely purpoſed their 
matters : they had Tayde ſo fire a foundation for their affaires 
and buſineſſe : they pleafed themfelaes ſo much therein : th 
writ thereof to their friendes : they helde in their handes 4 
many countreyes and gouerniments : they had written ſa ma- 
ny Letters': and had vſed ſo many hirings,fecrete intiſements, 
and open praQiiſes,as they thought all to be ſure their owne : 
and yetTI comming only to ſhew my ſelfe at Vtrecht, with the 
good aſiſtance and counſell ofmy Lords,the Deputies of the 
Prouinces : behold that great miſt or fogge, was vaniſhed a- 
way : ſo many Caſtels as they had reſerued forthetr tirannie, 
were beaten downe : and ſo many of our owne Townes afſu- 
red to vs : they hauing forall,no other thing left vnto them, 
but one only Towne of importaunce, wherein was the Cap- 


rtayne of the enterprife ; which Towne ——— 
ew 


in euery thing,which it pleaſed you tocommaund me? Bur I . 
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knew not how to make ſubie& to his commaundement, but 
by an abhominable murther,ofone,whome he called his fa- 
ther: whothecuening before, had ſet at his table, he as alu- 
das dealing with him vader a talſe kifle, And this (my Lordes) 
is the cauſe, thae maketh them crie ſo loude, yea this is the 
Helena,tor which they fight. 

And as concerning thar, which they obicR againſt me, char 
I hae drinen out ſome of the eccleſiaſticall perſons or church men : 
you(my Lordes)know, that this is not true . But when ther 
Captaine,whois in Groeningen, hadtaken priſoners ſome of 
the religion, and had murthered other ſome, yea the verie 
Bourgmailter,and all this,contrary vnto his othe: hauing alſo 
before time, brought in and ſworne vnto,the new religion (as 
they callit) : and hauing ſolemanly,and that with his othe,and 
his ſign, and his ſeale confirmed, the vnion of Vtrecht:al theſe 
things conſidered, who is he that will thinke it ſtrange,ifthoſe 
on our ſide,ment what they could, ontheir owne partes to a(- 
ſure tkemſclues ſeing that they ſaw the enemies, without any 
reverence to their othe taken,totreadynder their feete a] holy 
and ſacred things,and with ſuch a perpetuall reproch to them 
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and their raſe , to haue violated & broken,whatſocuer iuſtice - 


and cquitie,doth as yet remaine in the worlde ? And this wee 
may ſay at theleaſt,thatno man can iuſtly charge vs,thatin the 
middeſt of thoſe troubles,which our enimies themſclues haue 
ſtirred vp, thateuer any of our ſ{ide,proceeded or cameto ſuch 
a heape of iniuſtice,as to wet their hands inthe blood,of thoſe 
that were confederate to them,or of thoſe which ſtayed them- 
{clues vpon their fidelities : which thing their Captaines haue 
done,yea and that with their owne handes. 

Concerning the Nobles,which he ſayth,have withdrawn them 
felues out of the Comntrey, who is hee, which euer droue out (o 
much as one of the. Bur if the terrors of their own conſciences 
haue purſued them,8 thar they haue bin vexed by their owne 
fdling,which(as it were infernal and helliſh furies)bath chaſed 
them from place toplace,who ought to be accuſed therefore, 
bur only they themſelnes who ſecretly,diſloyally, and ynfaith- 
fully, haue practiſed the deſtruGion of. their owne Caountrey ? 
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And would to God that they had ſooner feltthis burthen,and: 
that they which remain,and are ouertaken with the hke mad- 
neſſe, migt follow the euen at the heeles,ſo.ſhould they deliuer 
vs from great trauaile,and the common wealth from feare,, 
teaſt ſome one time or other,they ſhould execute their perni- 
tious purpoſes, | 5 
It is a ridiculous & fond thing, that they cal me hipocrit,who 
neuer in reſpe& of them, haue vied any diſsimutatio.For while, 
I was their friende, I haue freely foretolde them, that they 
twiſted the threede of their owne deſtru&ion, whileſi that they: 
attempted and tooke, theſe barbarqus wayes of perſecuting. 
And it their rage and vameaſurable heate,toyned with a con- 
tempt of vs, had not hindered them,from following my coun- 
fell: they had not bene brought to thar ſtate,in which they are 
at this preſent. When I wastheir aduerſarte and enimie, for 
your libertie, I know not what hipocriſie they haue founde in 
me,yvnleſfe they will call this hipocriſie , to make open warre 
vpon them,to take Townes from them, to driue them out of 
the countrey : and without diſſembling to doe againſt them, 
whatſoeuerthe law of warre fuffred me? But, if it pleaſe you 
(my Lordes)once againe to reade my defence, which I publi- 
ſhed three yeres ago,you ſhall fee there,the Letters of a King, 
who is a deceiuer and an hipocrite,and whothought to nc 
me then, in the ſnare of his ſweete and deceaueable Letters, as 
he ſuppoſeth at this preſent toaſtoniſh me, with his threates 
and thunders of words. But,thanks be to God, Fhaue acoun- 
terpoiſon,againſt both the one and the other venim. 

They proceede afterwardes,with a great heape of fooliſhe 
wordes,to amplifte this matter,thet / tay .mmd ground my ſelfe 
vpo1 a certaine diffidence anddstruſt, Though I did fo, ſhoulde I 
be for all that, like vnto Caine and Fudas as he accuſeth me? 
No verely. For it is one thing to diſpaire of the promiſes, and 
of the grace of God, who cannot he,andan other thing notto. 
belceve,the wordes of a ſubtle and deceitfull man , who kee- 
peth not faith orToyaltie, as the poore Moores of Grenado, 
may fpeake to much thereof : and alſo, as the death of the 


Lordes,the Countics of Egmontand Hornes, of bleſſed me- 
morie, 
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moric,doe giue ſufficient proofe thereof. But if theſe good de- 
nines,ſuch as the Cardinal is(who is one of the foundations 
of his Church)had thorowly ſounded, for the true and nigh 
cauſe of the ruine and fall of Indas and Caine ; they ſhoulde 
haue found, that it was diſpaire, whither by the grace of God, 
I haue not bin brought,and I hope neuer thalbe. On the other 
fide,if men,would looke vpon, the monſtrous and thundring 
ſpeeches which are vſed,in this not barbarous only, but more 
then turkiſh Proſcription : ſhall they not finde therein, the ye- 
ric ſtile of deſperate perſons, ſuch as we heare the Poets vſe, 
when they bring in furious and mad men. They then haue the 
ſcared conſcience of Indas,the aſtoniſhed conſcience of Cain, 
and the reproued confcience of Saule . You ſee notwithſtan- 
ding(my Lordes)the great wiſedome of theſe wiſe heads,difft- 
dence or diſtruſt,fay they,is acommon thing toal wicked per- 
ſons. But I ſpeake vnto thee(O Cardinall) who haſt ſpente ſo 
much time inthe Scholes, and I bidthee tell me, whether thou 
call not this learning, to wit,to be from a_ mans yourh inſtru. 
Red,tolie and deceaue ?T demauud then of thee, what thou 
wilt aunſwere to the molt ſtrong and {ententious of al orators, 
and to the greateſt louer of his Countrey,who-fayth (as I haue 
vnderſtoode it from my youth, by all learned men ) that the 
greateſt and ſureſt fortreſſe,that a free people can haue,againſt 
atyraunt,is diffidence and diſtruſt ? And this ſpeeche was di- 
reed againſt one called Philip, who-had learned bur a little 
tyrannie,in reſpe& of thy Lord Philip,whoexceedeth alf other 
tyrantes,and for whome,no oration pronounced againſt Phi- 
hp,is ſufficiently worthic,no not that, which for the excellency 
of it,1s called Diuine.T know thou wilt aduiſe and take counſel 
concerning this matter,and in the meane while I will ſpeake, 
I will write,andT will cauſe to be ingraued m euery place, this 
notable ſentence, worthie of eternal remembraunce:& would 
to God, that I might be better beleeued, than that good O- 
rator was, amongelt his people, who ſuffring themſelues to be 
buſiedand abuſed, by people like vnto thy ſelfe;and other ſuch 
wretched workers of confuſion (which are at thy commaun- 
dement,and hane fet on fale their tonones and pennes ) were 
Es N 3 at 
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at thelaſt ſnared,and vtterly brought to confuſion. But Thope 
' (myLordes)better thinges of your conſiancic and courage.: 
Theoffers - Andas good Orators,doc alwayes keepe towards the end, 
which the fomeſtrong and pearcing reaſon : and as good Captaits, 
pat ay leauetheir beſt Souldiars in thelaſt rankes : fo theſe ſo skilfull 
aue on . 
made tothe and ſo much excerciſed men,come at the laſt to entangle and 
L, Prince, fnare me,with the waight of a great and a greenous reproche, 
eo cauſe They haue offredme (they ſay)great commodznes , to the ende that. 
him to de- - oY YZ 
part out of { might depart to the place where I was borne,where enery one on be: 
thc Couns 70 deſire moſt to line, to the winch I meant not to corſent , What. 
UC could they ſay(my Lordes)which might make more for mee 
than this ? conſider I pray you their follie, or their ſhamelcſ(< 
neſſe. For this muſt needes be,eyther that they ſpeake ſhame- 
leſlie,or elſe that they are ſo voide of good vnderitanding,that 
they praiſe me,when they rhinke to blame me. 1c is a pleaſaunt 
thing for euery one to line in his owne Cormntrey,wherfore then ,doth 
this curſed race of Spaniardes,go from countrey to countrey, 
to torment and to trouble all the worlde ? But if, in reſpe& of 
ſomany bondes,asI am bound vato you by, Ipreferre your 
ſeruice,(as Iought)before the Countrey wherein I was born : 
am I therefore to be counted a traitor and a wicked man, and. 
the publique plague of the worlde ? And yet notwithſtanding 
you know,that cuer ſince Iwas aneleuen or twelue yeres olde, 
I haue bin nouriſhed and brought vp amongeſt you, and not 
elſe where,in ſo much that this countrey,is become as it were 
my naturall countrey.If then,they haue made me ſundry pro- 
auſles : if they haue offred me(as they ſay)great commodities, 
andT haue notwithſtanding refuſed theſame : what can they 
condemne in me,except it be my conſtancic and fidelitic , ro- 
wardes God and the countrey,which I haue preferred before 
all the goods in the world ? Thinke not(my Lords) that Iloue 
to be {0 continually occupied in trauaile and labour,or like to 
heare, ſo many wicked ſpeeches and flaunders,on the behalfe 
of mineenimies: and(which is more)that I would heare them 
of them,thatought to be my friendes and are bounde. vnto 
' me: or that Itake delight, to be ſolong time depriued of my 
goodes : to ſee my ſonne ſo long kepte an cruell priſon : 1 
- aolde - 
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hotde my. ſelfe charged with ſuch infinite debtes, and yet 
fthould be able to pur an ende,to ſo great difficulties and dis 
{trefles, and would not : or that I ſhoulde not be like vnto 04 
ther men of the carth,who all preferre quictneſle before tra- 
uaile, and proſperitie before affliction... But what ? If I can« 
ngtobtayne ſuch bleſsinges, and ſo bleſſed acondition with 
out betraying you, without forſaking you,without gluing you 
Quer(as much as might be)for a prate,into the teeth. of theſe 
bloody woolues : letthe. reſt of the world pardon me( fork 
know that you approue me,and that I neede no excuſe before 
you)if I will not,cythet for goods,or for life,or for wite,or for 
children,mingle in my drinke,one onely droppe of the poiſon 
of treaſon. Bur, ſo long as it thaltpleaſe God, to giue me any 
droppe of blood,one/peniworth of my goods, any vnderſtan- 
ding,induſtrie,credite and authoritic, how ſmalHo euer it be : 
I willimploic : Iwill dedicate : and I will conſecrate the ſame 
wholy vatoyour ſcruice. Notwithſtanding;ſeing they vpbraid 
me withfuch thinges,F wyll yet tell'you (my Lordes )that they 
haue not done any ſuch thing, without borrowing ſomewhat 
of the truth,and going beyondir alſo, according to their good 
cuſtome.For ſuch offers as they ſpeake of , were as yet neuer 
made me;not but that I haue bin, well and ſurely aduertiſed, 
thatI could not demaunde any thing,in reſpe& of mine owne 
particular, but that they would yeelde rhe fame vnto me - that. 
they would promiſe to ſet my ſonne'at libertie : to leaue hina 
all my eſtates : to aſsign vnto me in Germany,ſo much goods 
as Thauchere,as wellinreſpe& of that which I poſſeſſe, as of 
that whichis helde from me ::to diſcharge me- of my debtes, 
-which are. very great, and to giueme in readie Coyne , a: 
pram of Money , and good afſuraunces for all theſe 
nges. 

Theſe be ( my Lordes ) the goodlie offers which. have 
eaſilie turned them aſide , which. are: departed away from 
- vs. Butfo-farre of is it, that fuch conditions were offered 
wyntome, thaton the other ſide , they neuer knew, eyther. by 
the Letters of the Emperaures Ambaſſador ,, or by his . | 
ſecrete praRiles,. with ſome: of my ſcruauntes, and _— 
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of my neareſt kinsfolkes,or by the Letters of the Commiſtio- 
ners : how to get this only at my hand, to wit, that i ſhoulde 
fende patticuler articles, and that in my owne name : but I 
haue alwayes aun{wered,that if the peace migt be concluded, 
as you(my Lordes) demaunded it,I ſhould be ſatisfied : I pot 
minding to haue any other condition , cither or cuill, 
than thatwhich you accepted of: nor yet minding , neyther 
dire&lynor indireRlly, to ſunder my ſelfe from the conzmon 
cauſe,vpon which I did iudge,that cither my aduerſitic,or my: 
proſperitie did depend, | po” 
 Isnot this agreat fault,to vpbraide a man with this, that he 
is a good man ? and thathe is,as much loiall,conſtant, and af- 


Lured,againſtall the winds of faire promiſes,as by Gods grace 


he is,againſt all the floodes of cruell threatnings? 

| Hitherto(my Lordes)you haue heard, the accuſations,or ra- 
ther the injuries,wicked ſpeeches and ſlaunders , whiche they 
haue gathered together,againſt my honour and reputation. 
It that belong to you(to whom only I thinke my ſelte bgynd, 
by reaſon of my goods,of the ſtate wherein they are, and ſpe- 
cially of my othes)to iudge thereof as it ſhall pleaſe you : for I 
doe not refuſe,ifI be found culpable,to receaue puniſhment : 
bur if it fall outas Ihope it will,thar you 1udge, that I am ac- 
cuſed'by tiraunts and-ſlaunderers , then,I ſhall eſteeme my 


" meane, yet notwithſtanding my moſt loyal, and my molt faith- 
. .  fullſernice, to haue bin very well imploied. ents 


The fens 


tenceof the. 


prolcriptis. 


NR, TOw then(my Lordes)vpon theſe fraile and weake foun- 


VN dations,they come to build the ſentence of their Pro- 

' ſcription, and-here they. lay outall their tragicall clo- 
quence : they thunder : they lighten : they ftorme and rage : 
they doe as the Corebez or turies doe in Theatres : they darte 


" outall execrable wordes,and ſuch as haue bin kneded, in Co- 


;Styx,and Acheron,againſt this poore Captayne.But this, 
hankes | betoG od,doth aſtoniſh'me as much, as the thunde- 
ringes and lightninges of Pope Clement, throwne out. of the 


"mouht Tatpetus,againſt my Predeceſſor,my:Lord Prince Fhi- 


lebert,did aſtoniſh him : who ceaſed not for all that,to woke 
am 


Parncs Or Onrancs. 


him his Priſoner, For, after that Thave looked rounde abont 
me,I findethatthey are, but windes ofwordes,and noiſes ,-to 
make children afrayde,rather thena man, who thorow Gods 
goodnefſſe hath not oſt his courage, for theroringes ofal their 
canons,not for their foure ſcore thouſand Souldiers,who were 
alwayes at the Duke of Alua his commaundement: nor yet 
for ſo many armies by ſea : nor yet for ſo miany treaſons of the 
ſayd Duke,or of his ſucceſſor againſt me : nor for the treaſons 
of the Ducheſſe of Parme,who was before them: and yet not- 
withſtanding, this was in deede a more fearefull thing, than a 
vaine noiſe of ſuch a great thunder,which ſo quickly yanithed 
away and hurt no man. Andit is ſufficient for me2, ſhortly to 
ſay before you(my Lordes) and before all Europe,that enery 
Spanyarde, or euery one that fauoureth the Spaniardes, of 
what qualitie or condition ſoeuer he bee(Ireſpe&e not nowe 
any mans perſgn)who hath ſayde, or ſhall ſay , (as this infa- 
mous Proſcription hath publiſhed it) chat [ama Traitor , and 
wicked man,that he ſpeaketh falſly, and againſt the truth . In 
the meane while,let them forbid nte,as long as they will, both 
fire and water,I,together with my frindes,will not leaue of for 
all that,cuen in deſpite of their rage,to live as long as it ſhall 
pleaſe God,to giue vs grace : which God only hath in his po- 
wer,my life and my death, and hath numbred all the heares 
of my head,whoſe great fanour and aſsiſtaunce,T haue felte,e- 
uen yntill this preſent time,and I hope that he will preſerue 
me,cuen vnto the ende.As concerning the goods which Ipoſ- 
ſeſſe,which alſo he giueth away(for hitherto, he hath bene ſo 
pood a huſband,that he will giue nothing of that, whiche he 
ath violently taken from me)I hope, (God aiding me) that 
it ſhall coſt them ſo deare to haue them : that they {hall get 0- 
thers elſe where farre better cheape.As. concerning my other 
goods,which he keepeth from me, I hope, that God will giue 
me grace,as well to diſpoſſefſe them thereofwholy , asT have 
already done of a good part : and that they haue nener vio- 
lently taken goods,from any poore Prince (albeit that they 
haueſpoiled ſundfie thereof) which ſhall lic and waigh'more 

heauic vypon them, . 5 
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He promiſeth fize and twentie thouſande Crawnes , cither in 
landes,or in readie money,te him that ſhall yeelde me vp jnto his cr 
ellhandes,detd or alue,or to himwhich ſhall take my hfe from me. 
Bnr albeit, there hath heretofore no publication bin made of 
ſucha matter,vntill this preſent time : thinketh hee that TI am 
1gnoraunt, how oftentimes he and his, haue bargained with 
murtherers and poyſoners, to take away my life from mee? 
AndifGod haneſhewed me ſuch grace,asto make me ablc to 
preſerue my {elfe,cuen then,when I was notaduertiſed of any 
ſuch daunger : I hope,that he will not ſhew me lefſe fauour at 
this time, wherein I am admoniſhed, but rather, that as I haue 
great occaſion tolooke vnto my ſelfe : ſo he will ſtirre vp, fun- 
drie good and vertuous people,who ſhall watche for my aflu- 
rayunce and fafetie. But albeit,that I know notin the world, a- 
ny impudencic fo ſhameleſſe, which may be compared, with 
the impudencie of the Spaniardes : notwithſtanding, I can- 
not ſuthciently maruaile, that they haue bin ſo ſhameleſle, as 
to dare to publith, before all Europe,not mw that they ſet a 
price,vpon a franke and free Captaine,wha(thanks be to God 
tor it)did as yet neuer fearethem : but alſo that they annexe 
therevnto,fuch recompences and rewardes, yea and thole ſo 
. barbarous,and ſo -eſtraunged from all rule of honeftie and 
humanitie,as the like hath not bin hearde of: that is to ſay, in 
the firſt place,that 1hey will make him noble,jf he were not noble be- 
fore,who ſhall doe ſo Gentlemanlike,or ſo noble an att. ButT befeech 
you, ſuppoſe, that hee , which ſhoulde execute ſo wicked an 
ace, (which thing 1 hope G OD will neuer ſuffer) were of 
a Noble raſfe and itocke : thinke you, that there is any Gen- 
tleman in the worlde, I meaneamongeſtthe Nations, which 
knowe what Nobilitie 1s , who woulde ſo muche as cate, 
with ſo wicked, vngodlie , and mifcheeuous a man, who 
for money ſhoulde kill another man , yea , though hee 
vere the leaſt, and the moſt abieRe perſon that coulde be 
tounde ? | | 0 PESO 

Nowe, if the Spaniardes accounte ſuche people for No- 
blemen : andif this be the waie to come to honour, in _ 
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ſtile and Spayne, I willno more wonderat thar, whiche all 
the worlde belecueth , to witte, thar the gfeateſt parte of 
the Spanyardes , and ſpecially thoſe, that counte themſclues 
Noble men,are of the blood of the Moores and Ilewes, who: 
alſo keepe this vertue of their Aunceſtors ., who ſolde for 
readie money downe tolde, the life of our Sauiour, which: 
thing alſo, maketh mee to take patientlie this inijune layde 
vppon me . Intheſecondeplace , they pardon him, enerie of 
fence and fan/te, how oreenons ſoever it might bee. But what it 
he had pulled vp the Chriſtian Religion , out of one of his 
Kingdomes? what if he had raniſhed his: Daughter ? what 
if hee had ſpokeneuill of the inquiſition,which is the greateſt 
crime that can be in Spayne? Shoulde he be pardoned ? Bur, 
ſeeing mine enemie,ment ſo farre to forgette himſelte , that 
hee would attempt, to take away , my goods, my lyfe , and 
myne honour : and that he might haue more witneſſes , of 
his 1ntuſtice and follies , to publiſhe it ſo thorow out the 
worlde,and that in ſo many languages,I coulde not very well 
defire.in reſpe& of moſt great aduauntage vnto my ſelie, that 
he ſhould haueenriched and adorned, this his profcription, 
with any other ornamentes, than theſe ſame, towitte, 
that for killing of mee, he ſhoulde ——_— , not onely vil- 
laines,and infamous perſons,butalſo the moſt'wicked , and 
the moſt execrable people of the whole earth : and to giue 
ſuch a greate, yea ſo honourable a rewarde, to {o notable a 
yertue., For whatcoulde be founde out more fit, toiuſtifie my 
righteoufneſſe arid-innocencie,then tro go about, torvate me 
out by ſuch meanes? and then this;to.carrie a mind, by-tiran- 
nie, tmpotſſoninges, forgiving of greeuouscrimes , making of 
wicked men noble;and ſuch like, to oppreſle the defendour 
of wer libertie of a people, that is cruelly and tyrannouſly 
vexed? - 

:' Tdoubtenor' (my: Lordes )-but that-G O'D who is juſt, 
hath' taken front him-and his, all vnderſtanding : and that 
he hath ſuffered hint ro declare and ſer-out to all the worlde, 
matter ynough, whereby they may know,his poyſonfull harr, 
againſt this eountrey,and againſtourliberty,in as much as he 
$4 O 2 maketh 
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maketh no account, ofanya&,how wicked and deteſtable ſo- 


euer it may be,in reſpeR of the: death of him , who hitherto 
hath ſo faithfully ſerued you. And further, he is not aſhamed, 
to mingle with ſuch facriledges as thefe are,the name of God, 
calling himſelfe his Miniſter or Officer . Hath the Officer then 
this power,not onely to permitthat which God hath forbid- 


den : but alfo, torewardit,with money,or money worth, with 


nobilitie,and the forgiueneſſe of offences ? And what offences 
or crimes I pray you ? Verely of all crimes how greeuous ſoe- 
uer they can be . But E doubt not, but that God, thorow his 
moſt juſt indgement,will cauſe to come downe,the 1uſt yenge - 
aunce of his wrath, vpon the Captaine and head,of ſuch mini- 
ſters and officers : and that on the other ſide, he will of his 
great goodneſſe maintaine,mine innocencte and mine honor, 
fo long asI liue,and amongſt my poſteritie after me . Andas 
concerning my goods and my life,itis long time ſince, that 1 
dedicated them to his ſeruice , and I knowe that he will doe 
therewith, whatfocuer he ſhall ſee to begood),for his own glo- 
ric,and for my ſaluation. 

And becauſe(my Lords) he proceedeth alſo, to bring the 
droppes ofthis infamous Profcription vpon your heads,ſo far 
of is it,that you ſhall be moned therewith, that ye ſhoulde ra, 
ther thinke, that«herein the Spaniarde and his adherentes, 
follow the naturall diſpoſition of women,who,after that they 
hane wept, ſcratched and bitten,doe for their laſt remedie and 
refuge, come to miuries and reuilinges : andeuen fo doth 
your enimie,now yeelde out his laſt barkinges : and if we giue 
them proofe, of our conſtancie,reſolution, and courage, be- 
holde they are,at the laſt oftheir miſerable and wretched en- 
terpriſes . For,Sytla,Carbo, Marius, Antontus, and ſuch other 
tyraunts,the firſt fathers of theſe abhominablſe Proſcriptions, 
neuer gaue example tothe Spaniardes, to commit ſuch: follic 
and beaſtlineſſe, albeit that they haue traced out before them, 
that example of crueltic and barbarouſnefſe, which theſe miſc+ 
rable wretches have accompliſhed and perfourmed :'Bat they 
proſcribed ſuch only as were fugitines,driuen away, hidden in 
ſecrer,and that within the countreys,ouer which they had po- 

wer 
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wer and authoritie. Andtheſemenare like vatorhem. in thiss - 
thatis toſay,in crueltie, becauſe they profcribe, good, yertu= 
ous, and honourable perſonages : but yetinthis point , they 
ſhew themſelues ſottith and fooliſh , that they proſcribehim, * 
whome they ſhould fight againſt,with an artnedpower.For;to 
{ende a poiloner,as the Duches of Parme ſent one: orto/ſend. 
a murtherer, as hir ſonne, the generall heire ofthe vertues-of 
his aunceſtors,did : this is not the effe& of aProſcription, bur 
of briberie,and theeuerre rather, [52 
Beholde(my Lordes)not what I amable to fay, againſt this 
tyrannous Proſcription, but whatT haue thoughte meete for: 
this time : ſpeaking vnto you, which haue the knowledge;ob 
ſunqrie thinges,that I om, becauſethey are known vnto you; {]. -- 
and becauſe alſo, that if I would attempt;to ſpeake of the par- 
ticular enterpriſes,of the King,and of his cheefe Officers, L 
ſhould affaic to doe that,which no'Orator is ſufficiently able; 
worthely to defcribe : yea that,which no'good man; waseuer 
abte to conceaue : ſo great is their crueltie , tyrannie,and all 
maner of yniuſt dealing. Notwithſtanding T hope, that as well 
by the matter contained ir+ this Proſcription (which is aſuffi- 
cient teſtimonie,of their ouer baſe and abiet courage) as by 
my aunſwere you ſhall ſufficiently know, whatate' their perni- 
tious purpoſes,and miſerable attemptes: and by this: knows 
ledge,you ſhall alſo-learne,what it is neceſſary, for you, tocaſt 
your eye vpon,and diligently to vnderftande; thatrs, that they 
diſpaire,that cuer they ſhalt be-able' to vanquiſhyou by force; 
and therefore they aflay toſow'diuifion atnS6ngltvs, inagriif- 
ing cheetly thoſe, who haue not only forſaken ys, againſttheir 
othe : but cuen haueleft vs in perillous' times / and- namely, 
whileſt that one of our Townes was beſieged : whereof they 
are not able,to make any tuſt complaint, nor alſeadge their ac 
cuſtomed pretext and'tloake,yea(which allo is the heape ;'of 
all diſloialtie andynfaithfulneſt)ar the very ſatne-tirie-they 
come to afſault vs,in other places/and' quarters- Av forthe = 
threats annexedin this Proſcription,tende to ti6 other ende; 
but toaſtoniſh you;ts the end you might ſeperate your ſelites 
from me: and plainely to declare, thar they makewar againſt 
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Whois he then,that can boaſtthat heloueth the Countrey, 
and woulde giue counſel! to driue away ſuch a great number 
of people,which once departing, ſhall leave the Countrey, 
waſte., poore, and miſerable, and ſhall people and inriche 
ehe ſtraunge nations, about vs.? But: ſuppoſe , that they will 
not: drparte ,,ox-yoyde. the Countrey,, who, is hee that can 
intorcethem ſo to doe ? let vs looke vppon our neighbours : 
Lette vs conſider our-owne examples , and if. wee bee not 
vtterlye yoyde: of witte and yiiderſtanding , wee will Penet 
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chuſe ſuch perriitious and hurtfull:counſels;:as-ſhall veterli;: 
euen from toppe to toe, bring to ruine and; deftruttion this 
eſtate. T will yetſay ſomewhat more vnto you(my Lordes) that: 
albeit tharamongſt them, which follow:theRomang churehhz: 
thereare ſundrie good people, andlouers oh their Countrey 1: 
and that amongelt them, there are ſomeralfo', whichehave: 
moſt honourablie acquited and behaued themfchies.;/ yer: 
notwithſtanding thoſe of the Religion,are very wel] of; 
this,thar there ſhall never be found any amongeſt them, 'whos 
hath had intelligence,or made any praQtife with the'chimie;; 
bur all of them generally, haue bin contrante vnto him..' And; 
albeit that fome haue bin founde amongeſtthem,, who being; 
like vnto wanton and proude children, haue brougtit thorow. 
their vnheedinefſe, ſome trouble into the houſe : yet for all 
that,they haue nothad any dealing , with the common ene- 
mie.Seeing then (my Lordes) that you knowe their purpoſes; 
and attemptes,the1e reſteth no other thing but this, that your. 
doe in time prouide for them,and labour what ye can, to re= 
drefſe the ſame. And how ſhall this be perfourmed ? forſooths 
by this meanes,that ye performe in effe&,thatwhich ye haue 
alwayes in your mouth'* and that which'the marke of your. 
ſheate of arrowes ſignifieth, which it hath pleaſed youto, haue 
grauen in your ſeale: thatisto ſay, that-no-member of this 
goodlie bodie , reſpeRte that which is his owne ;: but regard. 
the whole bodie altogether: : that ſome one'parte of the. 
bodie, take not vnto it ſefe-that meare,! whiche ts' prepared 
for the whole, but that ir ſiiffer theftomacke {whiche 3s 'the 
counſel! , that yee ſhall ordaineandappoint)ta concat and 
digeſt the ſame, and to ſende it by the-vaynes, to all the 
members of this eſtate , and fpecialtie , that whereſocuer 
any diſeaſe or ſickneſſe ſhall appeare, the Philitions ſhaulde = 
ſpeedilie be fente'thither ,. and 'thar the»Patievtes fhoulde 
quietlie bears for z time; the miſeries vppon: then; thay 
fo they maye feele at the'lengrh .; a ioyfulf deliveraunce, 
from their diſeaſe and euill. Shaltnotthis be a tuſt'reproche 
vppon vs and gures ,' for ener, if that; hauing ſo iglori- 
ous an'cſtate yiider onr- power , and ſo-goodlic —_ 
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foromdefence,wedoe;thorow amiſerable conctouſnefſeand 
greedie deſire,to getvnto our ſelues ſome commadities , and 
that with the pretudice and hurte of our countrey men and 
friends while ſome draw one way,and other ſoniean other : 
if wee doe Ifaye; finde our {clues and thatin a moment , ſna- 
red and ouerwhelmed by our deadly enimies ? Remember 
(my Lordes)I pray you, the very great diminiſhing and weake- 
ning of this eſtate,which camie to paſſe after the death of Duke 
Charles,which fell vpon vs for no other thing, but becauſe 
that while the Proutnces, buſied themſelues,to contende and 
to fight one of them againſt another, for certaine pretended 
priuiledges,and for certaine commodities, the reſt was aban- 
doned and forſaken. Thinke not that it is in my power (the af- 
faires and matters being in ſuch condition as they are) any 
lone time to reſiſt the enemie, with ſuch ſmall and flender 
meanes,asyou(my Lordes)know,that I haue had in my hand 
and poſſeſsion.. But. on the other ſide, if I haue any -experi- 
ence, or practiſe, of gouernment and warre : if I knowe this 
Countrey , and the meanes that the enemie hath , though 
that all the armies and powers, whiche they threaten ſhall 
come the nexte yeare,out of Spaineand Italic , ſhoulde come 
vpon vs andour powers,they {hal doe no more, but much leſſe 
rather,thenthe Duke of Aluadid'in Holland and Zeland. And 
if it bein your power to take order for this ( as it is indeede) 
and yet notwithſtanding ye doeitnot : by what name ſhall a 
man cal! this fault,ifjt be committed by you(my Lordes) who 
are here aflembled,and ypon whome, all the good people of 
this countrey ſtay themſelues,eſteeming youas their fathers, 
. andtheir Protecors,who will alſo willingly imbrace, as ſome 
zoyfull newes ſent from heauen, any good order which you 
ſhall decree and eſtabliſh? Wherefore take pitic of your {clues, 
and if that which concerneth your {clues moue you not, yet 
take pitie Ipray you of ſo many poore peoplealreadie deſtroi- 
ed,and more like to be : of ſo many poore widowes and fa- 
therleſſe children : of fo many murthers and flaughters, com- 
mitted within the bowels of your owne countrey : of ſo many 
Churchesdeſtroyed ; and of ſo many Paſtors wandering 'p 
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and downe together with their poore flockes, Set before yoh, - 
that cruell and barbarous execution , connmitted at Niuelle, 
by the Countie of Mansteld. Which thinges yon may eafily a- 
:oide,and calt all the euill and nuſcherte of this watrre, vppon - 
the enemiz,if only you remoue partialities:and partakinges, 
and with one courage and hart as it were{\1umploye'together 
all the meanes that you haue , without ſparing, I day, not the 
bottome of your purſes,but that whiche aboundeth therein, 
And as concerning that which particularly toucheth my ſelte, 
you'ſee (my Lotdes)that it is this head,thar they ſeeke tor,the 
which by ſuch a price,and fo great a ſumme of money , they: 
haue vowed and appointed todeath,and ſaye,tharfo long as [: 
ſhall be a:mongelt you, the watres ſhall haue no ende. -Would 
to God(my Lordes either that my perpetuall banilſhment, or 
elſe my very death it ſelfe, might bring-vnto you, aſoundand. 
true deliteraunce, from ſo niany miſcheites and calannties,as: 
the Spaniardes(whomeT haue ſeene,fo many tunes deliberate 
in counſel], deuiſe and ſpeake of particularly, and whome T 
know within and wirhout)doe dewſe againſt you,and prepare 
for you. O how {weete thould this bamthment be vnto mee ?2- 
O how delitefull ſhould this death be ynto me? for wherefore 
1sit,that I have giucnouer,yea loſt all my goods? 1s it to 1n+ 
Tiche my ſelfe ? Wherefore hane Tloſt mine owne bretheren, 
whome Ileued more then mine owne lite ? Is it that Iimight 
finde ſome other elſe where ? Wherefore haue I fo long time 
left my ſonne a prifoner,my fonne I fay, whome I oughte {6 
much to deſire, If I be a father? is it becauſe you are ab'e to 
giue mean other? or becauſe you are able to reſtore hin to 
me againe ? Wherefore haue I put my. life ſo oftentimes in 
daunger ? what other recompence,what otherrewarde, can I 
looke for,of my long trauailes, which haue come vpon me for 
your ſeruice ſake,cuen (o farre,that they haue bronght vppon 
me olde age,and therrine and tofle of all my goods, excepte 
it be to purchaſe and to procureyou libertie,and thar ifneede 
be,witn the price of my blood. If yon therefore (my Lords)do 
1udge,citherthat my abſence, or that my very death ir ſelte, 
may ſerue you, orſtande youin any ſteede,beholde I am _ 
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die to obey,commaunde me,yea ſend me euen to the worlds 
ende,and I will obey you. Beiolde, my head ouer whiche no 
Princenor Monarche, hath any power,ſaue you only , diſpoſe 
thereof as {hall make moſt for your owne good , and for the 
health and preſeruation of your common wealth , Bur if you 
iudge.,that this meane experience and {mall diligence that is 
in me,and whichT haue attained, by ſo long and ſo continuall 
trauel}: If you judge that the remainder of my goods,and that 
my life it ſelfe, may as yet ferue you(as in deede 1 doe wholie 
dedicate and conſecrate the ſame vnto the countrey ) reſolue 
then vpon the pointes,which I propound vnto you and ſet be- 
fore you. And if you thinke that T beare any loue to the coun- 
trey,and thatT haue any ſufficiencie in me,to giue counſel, be- 
leeuethat this 1s the only meane, to aſlure, yea to deliuer our 
ſclues from the enemie. This being done,let vs with one hart 
and good wil go together,and let ys together imbraſe the de- 
fence of this good people, which demaundeth nothing elſe, 
but to haue good counſels laide open before them, nor deſi- 
reth any thing elſe, but to follow the ſame : Andthis doing, if 
you yet continue towardes me the fauour, whiche heretofore 
you haue borne me,l hope by your aide, & Gods grace(which 
I haue ſo often heretofore felt,and that in very perplexed and 
doubtfull matters)that that which ſhall be refolued vpon, 
by you,ſhall be,for the good, and preferuation, 0 
your ſelues,your wiues and children, and 
all ſacred and holie 
thinges, . 
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== HAVE WITH GREAT AFFE- 
BS (Hon receared your Letter of the xxwvy. of 
zl aiegrd (mce,that other which you-writte 
; 2 wnto me the xit.of [une : and by that which 
a [ haue written to mp ſiſter, you haue bin able 
= ro vnderftande, the ſmall occaſion that you 
f-S= hane to think that which you write vnto me, 
Redertn ER=EY ,y that Letter of the xx0y. of Mair, but ra- 
ther the contrarie, Alſo it is certaine that you ſhoulde much deceaue 
your ſelfe to thinke,that I world not haue all confidence and good o= 
pinion of you : and alb:it ſome certain one ſhoxld meane,to perfourme 
aconrarie dxetie towardes me,yet this ſhould remaine, that I would 
not be fo light,as to gine credite thereto,haning ſo great experience of 
your loyaltie and ſernices. Wherefore you neede not trouble your ſelfe 
therwith but ſtay your ſelf vp3n the Letters which heretofore I hane 
written vm you in this behalfe,and pon your owne deedes, but at no 
haznae reſt vpon that which ſome enemies(it may be of my ſernice,and 
of yonr good eitate) would mdeauonr to cauſe you to vnderitande. 
Touching the hbertte you demannde, to leaue of your charges and offi- 
ces,it greeueth me,that your particular affarres and buſmeſſes, are in 
ſuch tearmes aud ſtate as you ſay : and I caumot but tell you, that the 
affaires of thoſe ( ountreis, ſtanding in ſuch ſorte and maner as th 
doe,jt is not reaſon that ſuch perſons, as yoars is(to whom Ttruſt,and 
wpon whome 1ſtay my ſelfe)ſhon!d abandon and forſake the ſame, ſpe- 
crally I my felfe bemg fo farre off from the ſaid ( onntreis, yea rather 
zt were reaſonthat thoſe,thar are in their owne houſes ſhould fpeeduly 
provide for and help> this preſent neceſſitie,and imploy themſelnes wp- 
on tht wherevnto they are bonnd,as ye hane preſently done , ingoing 
ro Antaerpe, whereby Thane receaued great contentment and oye, 
and amvery well aſſured,that ye will there doe, whatſoener ſhall bee 
moſt connenient for my ſernice,and for the quretneſſe and peace, of the 
ſayd towne and countrey, and for the auoiding of the diſorders , that 
ſoall ariſe there : which thing alſo I hope of you and I kyowe that yee 
Fs 7 will 
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will not declare your ſelfe ta br any other than ſucha one as yee hane 
beretofore roles ſelfe As a your life long : And tothe end 
yee may perceaue, that 7 dve deale freely withyou , I will not ceaſe-to 
aduertiſe you,that there hath bmin theſe quarters a great rumor, c9- 
cernmg thiszo wit that your brother hathbin fund to be a dealer, m 
thoſe thimges that are done there. Andbecauſe I cannot ceaſe, much 
and ofrento thincke of this matter,I charge you ſtraightly deligemtye 
ro conſider, haw it may be remedied and redreſſed,that it proceede no 
further,and looke that you ave effettualkeperforme it : and if it ſeeme 
good vnto you toremoone for afew dayes,your brother far from you, 
doe ſo, From the PoreSt of Segouia the firſt of Auguſt. 


Subſigned. 
PHrir1e, 
And written ypon the backſide 
To the Prince of Orange, | 
And ſealed with.the Kinges Seale. 
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. TIRES | . 
MATION AND AN E- 
DICT IN. FORME OF A PROSCRIPTION, 
made by the MaieStie of the King our-Lorde,agann:ſt Wilkam of Naſ- 
ſan,Prince of Orange, as the cheefe Captaine and diſturber of the 
ftate of Chri:tendome,and ſp:cially of rheſe low Conntreyes by which 

exery one is authoriſed,to hurt hnmand to kill him , as a pub- 
lique plague,with a rewarde to himthafſhall doe it, 
and ſhall bee aſſiſtmg and ayding 


therevnto, 


=== Hilip by the grace of God 
*= Y|| King of Caſtile, of Leon, of Arragon , of 
IS) | Nauarr,of Naples,of Cicilia, of Maleor- 

*z3 A| cha,of Sardinia,of the Iſles,of the Indes 
£1; and the firme lande., of the Ocean Sea, 
2 Archeduke of Auſtrich, Duke of Burgon-- 
_—— / dy,of Lothier,of Brabant,of Lembourg, 
of Luxembourg, of Gelderland and of Millan , Countie of 


Zurphen,Prince of Swaue, Marques of the holy Empire, Lotde 
of Friſ-land,of Salines, of Malines, of the Citie,, Townes and' 
countrey of Vtrecht,of Oueryſſel, and Groninge, and Gouer- 
nourin Afiaand Atrick.Taall thoſe that ſhall ſee theſe preſent- 
writinges,greeting. | 

It is knowne to all the worlde, how the late Emperour of 
moſt excellent memorie,Charles the fift, my Lord and father, 
whom God abſolue, hath fauourablie handled: and'dealr with- 
William of Naſsau, for the facceſsion-of the late Rene of 
Challon,Prince of Orange his couſine : and howe from that: 
time forwarde.cuen from his firſt age,he hath (although hee 
wereaſtraunger)greatly aduaunced him,which thing wee our 
ſelues alſo, haue alwayes ſucceſsinely continued”, and daylie 
augmented more and more,h1wing made him firſt of our or- 


der,afterwarde our Leinetenaunt generall in the gouern _— 
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of Holland,Zeland,Vtrecht and of Burgundy, and withall , of 
our counlell of eſtate, beſtowing vppon him ſundrie benefites 
and honours,whereby both by reaſon of the othe of fidelitie 
and homages,which he hath likewiſe made vnto vs, becauſe 
alſo of the tees,penſions, landes and Lord(lyps,helde of vs in 
diuers our Countreis and Prouinces,he was greatlie ſubieed 
and bound to obey vs,to keepe and holdehis faith giuen, and 
to procure the good and profite of our affaires , and conſe- 
quently to maintaine, all quietneſſe and peace in our eſtates 
and countreyes. Notwithſtanding euery one knoweth,that we 
were not ſo ſoone departed;out of thoſe our low Countreyes, 
but that the ſayd William of Naſſau, made Prince of Orange 
by the meanes aboue mentioned,did by his ſiniſter praGiſes, 
deuiſes and craftes aſſaie,firſte, to get the good willes of thoſe 
whome he knew to be diſcontent, greatly indebted, haters of 
1uſtice,ſtudious of nouelties, and ſpeciallie ſuch as were ſuſpe- 
&ed to be of the religion, bancketting them,prouoking them, 
and drawing them after him,by faire wordes, promiſes, and 
vaine perſwaſions,cuen ſo farre,that he was the principall au- 
thour, promotor and framer, of the firſt requeſt, preſented by 
certaine companies of yong Gentlemen , who did dayly free 
quenthis houſe and table : yea that the very plot thereof , was 
layde in his (aide houſe, by and with the aſsiſtaunce of Coun- 
tic Ludouick of Naſlau his brother a great heretick. And albe- 
it,that he was the dire&or of al theſe deuiſes , yet in that time, 
he daily haunted the counſel of eſtate, being preſent at al con- 
ſultations and reſolutions,taken and madetherin, m ſo much 
that cuery man may caſilie marke;the faithful truſt that was m 
him,and the obſcruation of his othes. And afterward. paſsing 
fro the ſaid requeſt, & proceeding further, he & his adherents, 
brought in hererical preachiags, & publick aſſemblies in ſun- 
drie places of our {aide countreis,whiles that the Dutches of 
Parma,our moſtdere & beſt beloued ſiſter (the Regentes and 
general Gouernesof our ſaid low countreis)had fent vnto vs, 
that we might give order cocerning the ſaid requeſt. And alſo, 
by the aduiſe, knowledge,& partaking of the ſaid P. of Orange 
the hereticks(being guided by thoſe preſcters of the aforeſaid 
requelt,who wer fauored by him) bega tumultuouſly to break 
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. Tmages,Alters,and Churches, to prophane al holy and ſacred 
things,yea the ſacraments inſtituted by god. Neuertheleſſe, by 
the grace of god,& foreſight of the ſaid Lady,the matters were 
ſowel gouerned and remedied,that he was inforced to depart 
out of our countreis,& toleaue his ſaid gouernments, yet not- 
without being ful of wrath & threatnings that he would be re- 
ueged therfore,which thing he thought the yere followin $ to 
perform by arms, but in vain, for he was ſo ſpeedily purſued,by 
our army continually following him at his heeles,that he was 
driuc out,of al our ſard contreis,without being able to remain 
in any part therof.But as ſoone after,there did in {udry places 
appeare ſome diſcotentmet of our ſaid ſubie&s,againit the go- 
uernwent ofthe D, of Alua(who ſucceded the faid Lady in the 
gouernmentaforefaid)and amongſt others,in the prouinces of 
Holland & Zetand,ſo he practiſed that he mightreturn thither 
again. To which notwithſtading he was not receaued, bur that 
firſt he did holily ſweare,to the eſtates of the ſaid coatries, and 
the towns therin,that he wold maintain the ſaid countreis and 
towns for vs,and in our obedience,& that he wold not change 
any thing whatfoeuer,of the anctent,catholick, and romiſhre- 
ligion, but as a gouernor only,would aſsiſt anddefend them,a- 
gainſt the ſaid D, of Alua,if he wold inforce,& by violece draw 
them to that,which he preteded,that is to fay, tothe paiment 
of the x. & xx, peny,of that impoſition,which he woyld charge 
tiem withal,a thing indeed which weneuer comaunded hinn, 
neithereuer vnderſtoodeto haue bin done, but with the good 
aue & liking of our ſaid ſubie&s, & yetthat alſo in theſteede 
of other aids & impolitios, wherofwe meant to vnburthe the, 
Notwithſtanding,fo ſoone as the ſaid Naſfau, was entered and 
receaued into the ſaid gouernment, he began by his officers & 
coplices,to bring in heretical preachings 1n euery place where 
he could,perfecuting all the good paſtors,preachers, religious 
perſons, and honeſt people, whereof hee droue away a great 
number, and amongſt them he cauſed manie of them to bee 
murthered,orelſe wincked atthe murther, that was made of 
them,by ſome of his adherentes,vnrill ſuch time as the {aid E- 
ſtates,being greatlie offended with this crueltie, would haue a 


reaſon and an account yeclded thereof. but the he feigned —_ 
, the 
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Thething did much difpleaſe and diſlike him,and yet notwith= 
{tanding atterwards,he returned to his firſt purpoſe & warkey 
ill intreating thoſe,which he knew to be Catk-olicks, and con - 
trarie to his attempres, aiding himſelte with the councell of 
herericall Miniſters,as well {traungers,as of theſ{aid countrey, 
chaunging likewiſc the Magiſtrates,which he knew tatoured 
not his enterpriſes and purpoſes, and atterwardes proceeded 

to bring in libertie of conſcience,or{(toſpeake truelie)contul(t- 
.on of religion. \Wherevpon immediately after it fell out, that 
the Catholickeswere openly perſecuted,calt downe, and dri- 
ucn away : the Churches and Monaſteries both :of men and 

women broken downe, ruinated, and made even with the 

earth : the religious perſons both men and women euill hand- 

led, baniſhed and rooted out, vnleſie they woulde play the A- 

poſtatates,&- become maried,forin theother he had no cor- 

fidence at all(as alſo he himſclte, being before a maried man, 

his ſeconde wife yet liuing,did take a religious woman and an 

Abbais,foleninely bleſied by the Biſhops hand, whome hee as 

yet keepeth with him,the moſt ſhametaſt and infamous thing 

that can be,not only according to-chriſtian religion , but alfq 

by the lawes of the Romanes,and againſt all honeſtie ) and at 

the laſt, hath proceeded fo far,that he hath not lefte any 'more 

place for the catholickre}l1g1on,ſuffring all theerrors and im- 

pieties,of all other ſees and hereſies,that he might thereby, 

overthrow and roote vp{it he would) our catholick and holy 

religion, which hath bin alwayesobſcrued by the whole eſtate 

of Chriſtians. 

Furthermore, he hath cauſed our poore ſubie&es of Hol- 
lande and Zelande,to be ſo {iyfte,and brought them to ſtande 
vpon ſuch termes,thatalmoſt all the townes thereof,one aftcr 
an other, haue bin beſieged and taken,ſome by aſſault, and c+ 
ther ſome by compoſition and yeeldmg,im fo much that more 
the once, he hath bin almoſt vtterly driuen out by our armies, 
ynrill ſuch time that,the great commaunder of Caſlile , being 
dead,whome we alſo made ſucceſſor in that gouernment after 
the ſayd Duke of Alua,whome wee called backe from thence, 
that wee mighte make our ſubje&es more contented thereby, 
thinges 
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thinges came into ſome diſorder,and diſobedience of Sonldt- 
ars,who tooke'the towne of Ziriczee,which diſorder began to 
giue ſome fauour to the ſaid Naſsau: and immediately after, 
the eſtates generall of ourſaide Countreis, un thoſe quarters, 
(deſiring onceto get outof theſe mileries of warre, perſwaded 
by the ſayde Orange,ſaying and feigning that,he deſired no- 
thing,bar the good peace and tranquilitie of the countreyes, 
and toſet them free from ſtraunge ſouldiars,and to holde the 
countrey vader our obedience,and withall to preſerne therin, 
the auncient catholick religion,ſuch as it had alwayes bin ex- 
erciſed and practiſed amongeſt them,and to keepe the priut- 
ledges and hibertie of the faide countrey) did make with him 
the treatie of Gaundt, eſtabliſhed expreſly vppon theſe two 

grounds;that is,to maintaine the ſaid religion, and obedience 
to vs. 

While theſe thinges were in handling , weeſent our good 
brother, the late Lord Don Iohn of Auſtria,of bleſſed memo- 
rie,with commaundement and intention to pacifte,reconcile, 
and accord, all the troubles of our ſaid countreis, by the moſte 
gentle mean,and fauourablelt way that could be, which thing 
alſo he did,yeelding vnto out {ubieces every thing , which a- 
ny maner of way,might be graunted ynto them, ratifying and 
confirming allo, the ſaid treatie of Gaunt,which he cauſed to 
be publiſhed in euery place, according to the accuſtomed ma- 
'ner,which the foreſaide Orange did gaineſay,by all the forces 
and power he had;but not being able to hinder it, hee woulde 
neuer afterwardes cauſe the ſame to be publiſhed , in the pla- 
ces of his goueraments(fretting asis ſaide becauſe he was not 
'2ble to lette it) notwithſtanding that we our ſelues had after- 
wards approued,confeſſed, and contirmed both the one and 
the other agreement and treatie,, and notwithſtanding that 
our ſayd good brother(together with the deputies of the reſt 
of theeſtates,had ſent diners great and good perſonages, to 

theſayd Orange,to perſivade him to that, tothe end effe&y- 
altie to accompliſh on his part, that wherevhto he was helde 
and bound, by the articles and pointes, of the ſaid treatie of 
Gaunt, And becauſe,that he pleaded and alleaged OR 
METER | that 
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that he ought torecouer his whole gouernment, and withalf, 
that the townes which would not acknowledge him for Go- 
uernour,or elſe thoſe, which atterwards we had taken by force 
of armes,and brought by ſome other meanes into our obedi- 
ence,ſhould be put vndec his ſayd gouerament, he was euen 
in that alſo ſatisfied., by the goodneſſe and gentleneſle of our 
{aid eſtates, who had not yet the ſufticiently known his deceits 
and periuries yet ſonotwithitanding, that he ſhold ſweaze that 
he would change nothing at al,of the forme of the ſaid anciet, 
catholique and Romane religion,and that for this purpoſe, he 
ſhould giue ſuch aſſurances & ſatisfaftions, as the magiſtrates, 
Burgeſles and inhabirauntes of eucrie towne,might taſtly de- 
maunde. Wherevpon they, hauingreaſoned along while, tou- 
ching the aſſurances,which enerie towne did demaund, to.the 
end that that which the ſayde Orange promiſed them, might 
be obſcrued and kept,they were fubie&ed vnder his gouerne- 
ment;afterthat he had {worne to performe the pointes afare- 
fayd, and other articles contayned in the inſtrumentes and 
writinges of the fayd {atisfaions and aſſuraunces. Bur, ſo far 
of was it,that he hath kept and obſerued his foreſayd promi- 
fes & othes, that,on thecotrarieſide, he immediately brought 
mto the ſaid countreis and townes , his miniſters and Calut- 
niltes preachers, he hath cauſed the heretickes , that were ba- 
nihed, to return, he hath there praftiſed libertie of coſcience, 
and hath cauſed to be committed, ſome offences in ſome chur- 
ches ioyning himfelfe, firſt to the poorer ſorte,and afterwards 
to the magiſtrates,and hath by little and little, perſecuted the 
good paſtors,and cauſed them to flic away : finally.hee hath 
expelled and baniſhed the whole catholick religion , and for- 
bidden the exercife and vſe thereof. In doing of which, hee v- 
fed his ordinarie hipocriſies, and accuſtomed counterfeiting, 
ſaying that thoſe thinges diſpleaſed him,and that heew2s nat 
able to remedy the fame. And yet notwithſtading he did, both 
by himſelf,and by his Officers fecretely , andas it were vnder 
hand prouoke,alt the ſeditious and hereticall perſons,ro vie & 
praiſe the miſcheefe he had conceaued: and for this cauſe he 
did. by theaide and afiſtaunce of thoſe of his ſide ) pon by 
| e 
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little and little, garriſons within the townes, againſt his coue=' 
nauntes and promiſes \worne,and in the meane while ceaſed 

not,to accuſe our ſayd Brother Don Iohn,that he priuily pra- 

Riſed many miſchietes againſt rhe Eſtates, whiche thing not- 

withſtanding,our ſayd Brother hath alwayes aſſured vs notto 

be true. But rather that ſeing the obſtinacie and malices ofthe 

ſayd Orange,he might beable to impart the ſame matter with 

others,and: to deuiſe how,they might bring him to reaſon,and 

hinder him,from againe troubling the whole publique quiet- 

neſſe,of the ſaid countreis,as afterwardes he did indeede, 

All this notwithſtanding,the foreſaid Orange left not of,vn- 
til that by his praRiſes and ſubtil ſleights(which are very pro- 
per to him)he had ſet ſuch great diffidence & diſtruſt, between ' 
our ſaid brother,& the eſtates of our ſaid countreys,thatthere 
appeared nothing, but a moſt great, euident, and apparaunt 
murther.In ſo much that, for the auoiding of that diforder,or 
at the leaſt ro eſcape the impriſonment of his own perſon, the 
ſayd Don Iohn,placed himſelf ſafclie,in our town & Caſtle of 
Namure,Wherevnto he was ſo much the more mooued , by 
how much he was not any whit at all armed,and on the other 
fide,becauſe it was manifeſt 8 certaine,that theſayd Orange, 
by al his poſting meſſengers and officers,did not ceaſe to pro- 
uoke the factious perſons,to praftiſe the ike thing, vppon his 
owe perſon,as he had the ſame yeare cauſed to bee pradiſed, 
vpon thoſe of our councell of eſtate,appointed tothe generall 

ouernement, of our ſayd2.Countreis : as alſo, becauſe rhat 
then the (ayd Orange, thinking thar he had gotten all,did be- 
ginto ſhoote out all hisarrowes,andtc diſcouer his ſleightes 
and weapons,that he might draw our people into open warre, 
azaynſt our ſayde brother and Licuetenaunt generall, Not- 
withſtanding,by occaſion of ſome good men , being nigh a- 
bout his perſon,and of other vertuous people, on the eſtates 
{ide,the matters came (o farre,that all was well agreede, and 
that for the auoiding of all occaſion anddittruſt, it was both 
on the one {ide,and on the other concluded,that hee ſhoulde 
withdraw himſelfe from his gouernement, and gointo Italy, 
which thing alſo we our (clues wiſhed and willed : And there 
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were with him,the Deputies of the Eſtates, mutually ro accept: 


and to ſigne,the offers made on both tides,one af them to an 
other.Butinill time, this eniumie, the common diſturber of 
publike quietneſle(who knowing that from the place of Hol- 
land where he was,he could not with all his deuices any more 
hinder this peace and reconciliation) made hatte to come at 
that very time to Bruxelles,and feigning that he woulde haue 


peace, he procured warre,ſettingdowne new conditions , not- 


yet talked nor conferred of, nor opened, in ſo muche that hee 
obtained his purpoſe, breaking the whole agreement, as euery 
one very well knoweth . Afterwardes,the matter being come 
_ toa breaking oat,of open and moſt cruell warre, he by force: 
and tumult of the people,cauſcd himſelfe, againſte the good 
will ofthe Eſtates, to bo declared, Rewart,rhatis,the protec- 
tor or defendor of our Countrey of Brabant,and-afterwards 
the ſeconde Lienetenaunt of all ourlow countrels, and alſo in 
fine he cauſed himſelfe by the tumultes of Gaunt and of ſome 
other places,to be choſen gouernour of Flaunders: hauing al- 
ſo cauſed to come thither, his brother,and brother in law, be- 
ing itraungers,to take vypon them, ſome other gouernmentes, 
of our Prouinces,and yet notwithſtanding, hee and his parta- 
kers,burthen our people,withall ſortes of impoſitions, exacti- 
ons,demaundes.leuies and taxes,ſo harde, barbarous and ti- 
rannous,thatthelike hath neuer bin heard of, which: he hath 

executed,by a ſtrong hand and force of armes,without the c0- 

ſent of our people, and without yee}ding any account thereof: 

and jf any manfpeake of theſe thinges, helayeth hande vpon 
them,or cauſeth them to be ſpoyled,cuillintreated , impriſo- 

ned,or {laine. 

On the other ſideit is manifeſt, whatwee have continually 
done,to pacific and quiet (ſo ſooneas we vnderitoode there- 
of)the eujll that fell out,as hath bin ſayd, betweene our ſayde 
Lieuetenaunt generall and' the eſtates . Burt all the good that 


we hane done,or our ſayd brother , hath bin ſuppreſſed and . 


hid,in ſteed whereof the ſayd Orange and his partakers, haue 
deuiſed a thouſande flaunders,the moreto abuſe our ſaid {ub- 
ic&s.Euen a5 in the obtaining of the yiforie of —_— 
; | waen 
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when we ſent the Baron of Seelles,with moſt reaſonable con- 
ditions,that he might receaue into fauour our-ſaid Subiectes,. 
and accord the whole matter, nothing for all that followed 
therevpon, by meanes of the hinderaunce and ler, whiche hee 
knew to caſt inthe way , albeir,that all this while,our ſaid ſub- 
ie&s,writing both to vs,andto our good brother and nephew: 
the Emperour,and other Potentates,to iuſtifie the controuer= 
fies,which they had againſt our ſaid Lieuetenaunt generall,did 
openly proteft,that they ment not to change any thing,in the 
auncieut,catholicke, and Romanereligion,ſuche as it had al-. 
- waycs bin obſcrued,in our ſaid countreis,andwithall;thatvn- 
der the practiſe thereof,they would yeelde vs that obedience: 
which by Gods law andmans law, was due vnto vs, whiche: 
were the only two points which we alwayes demaunded, and 
demaunded then ofthem, and whereofalſo we were agreede. 
Notwithſtanding the ſayd'Orange, fearing the reconciliation 
of our ſubie&s with vs,came ſofarre, that he layd agayn newe 
deniſes,not only forto hinder that matter, bur alſo to make 
Gif he could)for ener, the thing paſt hope of recouerie, and al- 
together remedilefle, by going abour to corrupt all with here- 
ſie,wherevnto heattained in diuers places, both by ſubtelties, 
craftes,miſcheefes, and periuries,well known-to him and all 
heretickes,and alſo by meere force;vſing the fame that he hat 
practiſed before,towaſt and deſtroy the provinces of Holland 
and Zeland,caſting all into the fire of popular tumult,and of 
the ſacking of churches, prophanations of facramentes, mur- 
ther,or impriſonment of Biſhops, Paſtors , Teſuites , religious 
men,religious women,and of findrie {ecularparſons, of qua-- 
litie and honour, breaking againſt all order of lawe the priue-- 
ledges,viages,and anncient obſcruations,depriuing the preſi- 
dents,Councellors, gouernours of places. Bailiffes Proucftes, 
Sherines,and other catholicke officers, well affe&ed tovs, and 
the good and quiet of the Countrey, placing in their ſteede, 
and that extraordinarvie and by his owne anthoritie, and of- 
tentimes by the tumult of the people pronoted by him ( a- 
mongeſt whome he raigneth and tru pheth)all ſefaries, ſe- 


ditions men and turbulent perſons, liaing of pray and ſpoile, 
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and others like vnto himſelf,in ſo much that he hath brought 
all to the moſt tirannous, barbarous and bloodie confuſion, 
that cuer yet was heard of, Wherewith certaine catholick pro- 
uinces being diſpleaſed , cnen to ſee. the conſciences of the 
good ſo oppreſled,and violently inforced, and the churches, 
Cloyſters,Abbayes,Caſtles, and houſes of Noble men and 
great perſonages,laid flat with the earth, and their goods gi- 
uen fora praye to all wicked men, atthe diſcretion and plea- 
fure of this ſtraunger , and the whole eſtate of the countrey 
ſubuerted by him, yea ſo farre that hee meante to conſtraine 
whole protunces,and that againſte their othe and good will, 
they did willingly reconcile themſeluesto vs,which thing hee 
mdcauored on all {ides,to gainſaye and kinder,but they were 
moreſtrong and conſtant then he,yea,which 1s worſe, albeit 
that the ſ2ide Lorde Emperour at the carneſt requeſt of the 
ſaydeEſtates(who beſorght.hini to bee an interceiour, and 
to make a meane tor a pacification betweene vs and them) 
was content to take the whole matter into his owne handes, 
and to determine it, if he coulde : wherevnto for the deſire 
that we haue,to ſee our people dcluered from theſe calami- 
ties, we did willingly condiſcende and.agree. And indeede, his 
Imperiall Maieſtie,ſent tothis purpoſe, his Comnuſsioners to 
Colen,as wel Princes EleRors,as others very principal perſons 
of the holy Empire,to vnderſtad the points in cotrouerſie and 
diſpute betweene vs,yet that hath no whit at all turned him a- 
ſide,nor with-held him,from his wicked 8& peruerſe purpoſes, 
And indeed, theſaid Commilsioners,hauing heard the whole 
matter,& debated a good while together vpon the demaunds 
of the ſaid eſtates.and-our offers made therto, reſolued & con- 
cluded,the points & articles which they cauſed to be publiſhed 
and imprinted , that they might be accepted both of the one 
fide and the other. Neuerthelefſe,the whole matter was with- 
out any effe& or fruit,notwithſtanding that the articles them- 
ſelues were fo gracious,fauorable,iuſt,& reaſonable,that there 
is no man of good iudgement; but he confeſſeth, that they are 
more then ſufficient,and that we haue offered more, then by 
any rcalon ourſubicRs ought to demaund at our handes. 
a Ds Whileſt 
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Whileſt this conference and communication endured and 
laſted, the ſaid Orange, to the end that he might countermine 
& workeagainſt the Emperourand vs,and ſo by that meanes, 
make all the matter deſperate and paſt hope, cauſed. ta bee 
made in Vtrecht,a certaine affemblie of the deputies of ſun- 
dry townes and countreies,which he keepeth vnder his owne 
power,there to practiſe a new league,or a manifeſt and notori- 
ous con{piracie,againſt the ſaide religion and vs, with execra- 
ble and deteſtable both wordes and othes, not abſtaining ts 
intury the com miſsioners of the ſaide Lorde Emperoure. For 
which purpoſe he was aſiſted,by his {aide brother, and bro» 
ther in law,and other helpers, which thing alſo he hath wre- 
ſted and wrong from ſundry quarters, by great prouocation, 

radiſes,ſclaunders , and importunatepromiſes, yea, almoſt 
by force. And notwithſtanding all-the- duties perfourmed by 
the ſaide commilsioners,toccauſe the prouinces to vnderſtand 
their ſaide good and holy reſolution , ſo profitable for our 
ſubie&es,hee by his adherentes , and -certaine ſuppoſed; per- 
fons,which he vſeth for inſtrumentes, hath brought to paſſe: 
that the ſaide articles, were a long while ſuppreſſed and kept 
cloſe, and when they could notanylonger be hidden,he hath 
not only hindered, that they ſhould nor be accepted, but hath 
procured,that certaine pernitious bookes,ſtuffed wirh all lies 
andſklaundersſhould bewritte againſt them . And mioreouer 
at the laſt, the deputies that he hath in Antwerp, nigh aboute 
hin,beyng of theſame profeſsion , haue:demaunded articles 
more greeuous, impertinent, hurttull,offenſiue,and full of im- 
piety agaynlt God and vs, their ſoueraigne Lord and-naturall 
Prince, yea ſich articles, as a man cannot fpeake tomuch a- 
gaynſt them . Beſides,wherm hee perceaued, that as yet hee 
couldnot by all his cunning, perfivaſions and laboures wholly 
obtainethe ſame,he determined with. him fſclfe at the-length 
to depart out of Antwerp(from whence hee hadnotſturred 
by more then twoyeares ſpace)& wentinto ourſaid rowne of 


Vtrecht; tothe ende hee might acco:mplith the execution of 


the ſaide da:nnableleagie, and make for euer all tne mat- 
ters vnremediable. And generallie , hee hath ſo behaued 


bim ſelfe in all manner of tyrannie, that he hath driven from 
| thence: 
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thence and rooted out al the people of the church, yea he hath 
ſo handled the Lordes,and the whole principall Nobilitie of 
-QuUr countries,that they haue bin inforced to withdraw them- 
ſ{lues and to forſake their countries,to the ende that hee may 
raigne and rule there,nioſt abſolutelie , amongelt the furies 
and tumultes of the people the good being chaſed away, And 
becauſe that all this confuſion and curſe , that our countries 
ſuffer,is confeſſed to proceede from the counſell,exhortation, 
prouocation,and doing of this wicked hipocrite , by meanes 
of his vnquict ſpirite , which alſo placeth the whole felicitie 
thereof, in the trouble of our fubieRes : and withall ſeeing 
that itis manifeſt,that ſo long as he is1n our Countreis,there 
cannot be peace,reſt,nor any quietneſſe, eſtabliſhing all vpon 
. .@ perpetuall diſtruſt which he hath euer in his mouth (a very 
ordinary and common thing to wicked men,who haue their 
conſciences vexed and troubled,as had Came, Tudas and ſuche 
like)moreouer,ſeing that notwithſtanding the intreaties and 
offers,that hath-bin made him,cuen by the Emperors Com- 
miſsioners,offering him.moſt greatprofits,to the end that he 
'would returne to his natiue countrey (where every one natu- 
rally ought to deſire toliue moſt)he would not accept thereof, 
and being aſtraunger,delighteth rather to deſtroy our coun- 
treis,then to yeelde to that,which is reaſonable and good, for 
the benefite of ournaturall ſubieGes the inhabitauntes there- 
of. | 
For theſe cauſes which are ſo iuſt, reaſonable and lawfull , v- 
ſing in this behalfe the authoritic that we have ouer him, as 
well by vertue of the othes of fidelitie and obedience, whiche 
he hath ſundrie times taken vntovs,as alſo being the abſolute 
and ſoueraigne Princeof the ſayd low countreis, or al his per. 
uerſe and wicked deedes,and becauſe he alone hath bin the 
head,authour and promoter of theſetroubles.,and the princi- 
pall diſturber of our whole eſtate : to be ſhort,becaufe he hath 
bin the publick plague of chriſtendome,we publiſh him for a 
traitour, and a wicked man,the enemie of vs and of our coun- 
treis,and as ſuch a one haue proſcribed him,and doe perpetu= 
ally and for cuer proſcribe him,out of the ſayd countreis, al o- 
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ther our Eſtates , Kingdomes and Seignuries, interdifting 
andforbiddingall our ſubiees , of what eſtate, condition ' 
erqualitie ſocuer they be,not to haunt, liue, bee connerſaunt, 
fpeake,or communicate with him, openly or ſecretely, norto 
receaue him or lodge him in their houſes, nor to miniſter vnto 
him meate,drinke,tire,nor any other neceſlarics, in any ſorte 
whatſocuer, vpon paine to jncurre our indignation and dif- 
pleaſure,as hereafter ſhall be ſayd. And ſo we permit all, whe- 
ther they be our ſubieGes or others, for the execution of our 
ſaid declaration and edi&;to ſtaic him,let him , and ſafely to 
keepe his perſon,and to hurt him both in his goods, and alſo 
in his perſon and life,giuing the ſayd William of Naſſau over 
vnto all men,as the enemie of mankinde,graunting vnto cue- 
Ty one,al his goods moueable and vnmoueable,that can take, 
Occupie, or conquer the ſame, whereſocuer they be, excepte 
thoſe goods,which are at this preſent,in our power and poſ- 
ſeſsjon. And to the ende in deede,that this matter may be the 
more effecuallie and readilic perfourmed, & ſo by that means 
our ſayde people the ſooner deliuered, from this tirannie and 
oppreſsion,we willing to reward vertue,and to puniſh vice, do 
promiſe in theword of a king,and as the miniſter of God,that 
if there be any found,either among our owne ſubicRes, or a- 
moneſt ſtraungers,fo noble of courage, and defirous of our 
ſeruice,and the publick good, that knowerth any meane howe 
to execute our faide Decree, and to ſet vs and hunſelfe free, 
from the aforeſaid plague, deliuering him vnto vs quicke or 
dead,or at the leaſt taking his life from him, we will cauſe, to 
be giuen and prouided,for himand his heires,in good land or 
readie money,chuſe him whether, immediately afterthe thing 
ſhalbe accompliſhed, the ſumme of xxv. thouſande crownes 
of golde, andif he haue commirted any offence or fault , how 
great and greeuous ſocuer it bee, wee {ny to pardon him 
the ſame,and from henceforth do pardon it,yea and if he were 
not before noble,we do make him noble, for his courage and 
valiaunt a& : andifthe principall doer, take with him for his 
ayde,in the accompliſhment of this enterpriſe,or execution of 


this his fa&,other perſons beſide himſelte, we wil beſtow ypon 
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them bencfites and a rewarde, and will give tocuerye one of 
them,accordingto their degree,and according to that ſeruice 
which they ſhall yeelde vnto vs in this bchalfe : pardoning the 
alſo wharſocuer they haue ill done,and making them likewiſe 
noble. And becauſe, that the receauers,fauorers and adherents 
of ſuch tirantes,are they which cauſe them to continue, and 
do nouriſh & vphold them, in their naughtineſſe, without the 
which,the wicked could not rule any long time, we declare all 
them likewiſe for rebels againſt vs,and enemies of the comma 
quiet,and as fuch,do depriue them of al their goods,nobility, 
honours,& conan orto come,who,within a moneth, 
after the publication of this preſent edi&, ſhall not withdrawe 
theinſclues from taking parte with him, but ſhall continue to 
thew him fanour,and to giue him ayd,or otherwiſe (hal haunt, 
frequent, follow, aſsiit, counſell or fanour him,direRAly or indi- 
rectly,or from this time forwarde, ſhall deliuer him any mo- 
ney,giuing,all the goods and bodies of fuch men,whereſocuer 
they may be found, either in our kingdomes or countrets, or 
out of them, to thoſe that ſhall occupie the ſame, whether they 
be marchaundizes, money,debtes, ations, landes, Lordhips, 
and other thinges whatſoeuer,except that the ſaid goods , be 
alreadie ſeaſed in our power, as hath bin beforeſayde . And 
that they may the more ſpeedily come to haue ſentece, againſt 
their ſaid perfon or goods.it ſhall be proofe ſufficient ynough 
to declare,that they haue ſeene them,after the time expreſſed 
inthis proſcription, communicate,ſpeake,treate,haunt open- 
Iy or ſecretely with the ſaide Orange,or haue ſhewed him par- 
ticular fanor,afsiſtaunce or ayde,dire&ly or indiredlie howſo- 
euer,pardoning notwithſtanding all men , whatſoeuer , even 
vnto the ſaid time they ſhall haue done to the contrarie, if re- 
turning backe,and ſubmitting themſelues agayne, vnder the 
due and lawfull obedience which they owe vnto vs, they haue 
accepted or ſhall accept the ſaid treatic of Arras, concluded at 
Monts,or the articles of the deputies of the Emperor deter- 
mined at Colen, 

Thns wee giue1n charge and commaunde, our moſt deare 
and faithfall,the heads,preſidentes and perſons of our priv - 
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and great councels,the Chauncellor and perſons of our coun- 
{ell in Brabant,the Gouernour, Preſident and perſons of our 
counfell at Luxembourg,the Gouernor, Chauncelor,and per- 
ſons of our counſell in Gelderlande , the Gouernor of Lem- 
bourg,Faulquemont,Daelhem,and of others our Countreis 
of Oultremeuze,the Gouernor, Prefidentes , and perſons of 
our counſels in Flaunders and Artois,the great Bailie of Hay- 
nault,and perſons of our counſel at Monts, the Gouernor,Pre- 
fident,and perſons of our counſel! in Holland, the Gouernor, 
Preſident and perſons,of our counſell at Namure, the Gouer- 
nor,Preſidentes and perſons of our counſell in Frieſeland, the 
Gouernor,Chauncelor and perſons, of our connſellin Ouer- 
yſlell, the Lieuetenaunt of Groningen, the Gonernor , Preſi- 
dent,and perſons of our counſell at Vtrecht, the Gouernor-of 
Lile, Douay,and Orchies,the Prouoſt and Countie of Vallan- 
chiennes,the Baylic of Tournay and of Tournefles, the Rent- 
maſters of Bzwelt and Beoiſterſcheltin Zeland, the Tudge of 
Malines,a:d all other our Iuſtices and officers, and thoſe of 
our vaſlals and Subie&ts,whome it ſhall concerne, their Lieue- 
tenantes and euery one of them,in reſpe& of himſelte, and as 
though it did appertaine vnto him , that they cauſe this our 
preſent declaration,edit and decree, to bee publiſhed, euery 
one in his gouernment,and inthe places and boundes, of his 
or their iurſdiftion, where they are accuſtomed,to make cries 
and proclamations,to the end that none may pretende any 
cauſe of the ignoraunce thereof : and moreouer that they 
keepe.obſerue,and maintain,and cauſe inuiolablie to be kept, 
obſerued,and maintayned. all the poyntes and articles therein 
contained,according to their forme and tenor,proceeding, 8 
cauſing to be proceeded therin reſpeciuely,to the recompece, 
reward,pain and puniſhment of the perſons aboue metioned, 
without any fauour,loue ordiſsimulatio,and for this purpoſe, 
and all thinges appertaining thereto,we giue them, and euery 
one of them, full power,authoritie, & ſpectall commaidemet, 
and wecharge & commaund all that they obey the,commai- 
ding the ſame and that they vnderſtand it diligently. And ne- 


uertheleſle, ſeeing that at this preſent the ſaide publications 
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cannot be made,in the townes,countreis and:territories, OC- 
cupied by the rebellion of the ſayd Orange, wee will that the 
[+ nga which ſhalbe made,in the towns nereſt therynto, 

eing ynder our obciſance, ſhall be wholy and all together of 
ſuch force and effe&;as if they had bin vtterly done inthe cir- 
cuites and places accuſtomed, and for ſuch we haue authori- 
ſed,and by theſe preſentes doe authoriſe them,yea we wil and 
commaunde,that inimediately they be printed in two ſundrie 
languages,by the ſworn printers of our Vniuerſities of Louain 
or Douay,tothe end.thatit may moreecaſilie come, toal mens 
ys heyy” this is our pleaſure, appointment, and good 
will.In witnefſe whereof we haue cauſed our great ſeale to bee 
put to theſe preſentes,which were made in our towne of Mae- 
ſtricht,thexy. day of the moneth of March,and in the yere of 
grace 1580.and of our kingdoms,to wit,af Spaine,Sicilia,&c. 
the xxy.and of Naples the xxvit 


By theexpreſſe appointment 
of his Mateſtie. | 


Verreiken, 


rd the ſayd Letters are ſealed with the great ſeals 
of his Maieſtie in redde waxe , and a double 
laſe hanging thereat.. 
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cTheL etters of the Prince of Parma 
tothe Gouernors, and Counſellers of the Prouinces 
commaunding the publiſhing of 
this proclamation. 


ALEXANDER Princeof P ARMA, 
and of PL AIS ANCE,evc.Go- 
wernor and. Captaine | 
generall. 


Y COSEN, MOST DEARE AND 
welbeloued frends, ſeeing the K my Lord hath 
F by 2.ſencral letters of his very plainly comann- 
£4 | ded vs to cauſe incontinently to be publiſhed, mr 
theſe his conntreyes, the proſcription and pro- 
'l clamatio annexed hereto,againſt W, of Naſſaw 
Prince of Orange, for the cauſes contained in 
the ſayd Proclumation,we could not ceaſe to obay his Maieſties com-- 
mmaundement , and to ſend the ſame vnto you, requiring you, and nes 
wertheles,in the name,and on the behalfe of his Maicfty , appoynting 
you, that immediatly after yee hane ſeene the ſame;you publiſhit and 
cauſe it tobee publiſhed thoraw ont all the Townes.and places of your 
gouernmet and inriſdiftion,after the accuſtomed manner, to the end,, 
that none may pretend any cauſe of the ignorance thereof , and fails 
yee not herem, and thus my ( oftn, moſt deare and welbeloued friedes,. 
our Lord hane you in his kgeping, From MON TS, the 1 5, day of 


Tune,is #0, 


Vuderneath was written eALEXANDER. 
e And figned over againſtn VERRETKEN.. 


Thijs was the Superſcription ofirt . 


| TotheGouernours and Counſellours 
| 9f the Pronincer. 
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To my Lordes, the Eſtates Generall, 
OY HAVE KNOWEN(MY LORDES) BY 
my life paſt , and by my behauiours ; that I nener mynaed to 
anſiveare to any libels of defamation , which certayne ſclann- 
derers had publiſhed agayuſt me yn ſo much as if the qualuy & great- 
zes of the wrong, which hath bene done agaynſt mee by the proſeripti= 
01 that the Kinge of Spame, hath cauſed to be publiſhed, I had not as 
yer proceeded ſo farre efpecially had it not bene that the mamtenance 
of myne honoure,had requeſted the ſame of mee,as I haue more large 
ly lazed out the ſame m my defence,which I hare preſented Tnto your, 
Smce which time,there is come into my handes a letter very falſe and 
connter fat by myne ennemy, which they ſay they intercepted , and [ 
ſent to my lorde the Duke of Anion,or (2s they ſay ) to the Duke of 
Alangon, whereof ſome perſonages amongeſt them,ard that of greate 
gualute alſo hane ſent copies, as well ta certaine townes of our ſyde, 
and amogeſt vs,as to ſundry ſtrange & forrain princes. This letter my 
Lordes is ſo fondly writtes(whether a man regarde the Jiule thereof 
or wil refþct the matter ther: in cotayned, which by the bare reading 
therof ſufficiently bewrayeth, that there is not m ut any ſhew of truth) 
that ſuch an mpudent deniſe deſeruethno anſweare: as alſo God bee 
praiſed, there is not found a mai amongeit vs,which is any whit at al 
moouedtherwnth , On the other ſide, enery man hath knowen , th-t 
they had no other meaning hereby but by ſuch miſtes &ſmokes,to dar 
ken the brightnes by which their miſerable & pernitions inter againſt 
this conttrey,hath bm drſconered by the letters of Cardinal Granduell 
andothers which you haue commannded to be printed, after that you 
knew their handes their ſignes and their ſeales andwithall therby ,to 
take vntothem ſelues an occa/ion and matter,to caſt vpand ſpe out 
(accordmy to the manner of ſhameles women) ſlaunderous,and wicked 
ſpeeches, ful of lying . But ſo far of is it that by this meanes they haue 
(inrefþ2 of me) obteined that which they preteded, that on the other 
ſar, they naxe done me greate pleaſure , in publiſhing ſuch falkes be- 
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ThePrince of Orangehis Letter, 
cauſe that thereby they do more and more mitlify and verify my de- 
fence, ſufficrently proumg them ſelues to be ſhameles lyers, moſt impus 
dent ſlaunderers,and moſt fond falſifiers, which ſerueth more & more 
ro 1n/tify (as I hane ſaide) myne mnocencie,and to gene approbation to 
all my atlions. For, ſeeing that all men know, that this ſhoult be the beſt 
ewes, that they cold receare or heare of , that I would forſake the 
conntrey,and leaue it ro them, 7 offered them ( my Lordes) andyou 
wnder my honour dopromiſe them to accompliſh it if they bee able to 
prone in your preſences, that I haue at any time writ ten, or commaii- 
ded to be written,or ſent ſuch a letter, that preſently I will depart the 
colttrey,and withdraw my ſelfe from it, without encr ſetting my ſelfo 
| againſt them : and I promiſe them,cuen vpon a ſimple or bare requeſt 
ro ſend the ſuch paſſeportes and ſafecondutts, and they alſs penned i 
ſuch order,as either they can or will demaiid But yet thu ſpalbe with 
this condirton,that if they will not accept this ſoreaſonable an offer all 
they which hane bin the authors of ſuchawritmg,or which hane pu- 
bliſhed it or which hane ſent it,imto the townes amog ſt vs, or ta. 
forrame Princes, and/[raunge countreyes,ſhalbe held 
far lyers ſlaunderers, and wicked ſpeakers as in= 
deede ſuch they ave. Ginen at Delft © 
the 25,0f January. 581, 


FINIS. 


